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PARC CYBI, HOLYHEAD
A Summary of the Discoveries of the Archaeological Excavations

By Jane Kenney

Introduction
In 2006 to 2008 and 2009 to 2010, Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (GAT) carried out 
archaeological excavations in advance of a major Welsh Government development site, called 

Over 20 hectares were investigated to reveal a busy and complex archaeological landscape 

Highlights included the remains of a 6000 year old Neolithic timber hall, an Iron Age village 

wealth of new information has helped archaeologists to review many long-standing ideas, and 
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Plate 1. Ploughsoil stripping starting at Parc Cybi. View looking south with the A55 on the left and 
Kingsland Road on the right (photograph by David Longley)
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Chambered Tomb, and other archaeological sites in the area suggested that there was a high 

revealed that there was indeed archaeology present in many parts of the site, and that a full 
archaeological investigation would be required to ensure that, where archaeological remains 

were carried out alongside the construction of roads and other infrastructure on the site, and 
when the excavations were completed, the soil was replaced and reseeded with grass to await 

the archaeological excavations and, in 2019, there is a Road King Truckstop and a Premier Inn 

In order to reveal all the archaeology on the site the mixed and disturbed ploughsoil was 

under archaeological supervision to ensure that archaeological deposits and features were not 

information gained from this process was then used to determine the extent of further detailed 
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Plate 2. A view of 
Parc Cybi in 2019

Plate 3. Machines stripping topsoil and ploughsoil with archaeological monitoring
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was a massive job and involved numerous mechanical excavators and large dumper trucks to 

samples that all need to be processed, analysed, understood and included in a report that 

and discussion into a detailed archive report, which is available on-line 
(

Mesolithic Period
After the end of the last Ice Age, as the temperature warmed, woodland developed across what 

The people who occupied Britain during this period, which lasted from approximately 9,500 
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Plate 4. Microliths (small Mesolithic flint tools) 
found on Parc Cybi (drawn by George Smith)
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Figure 4. Postholes 
defining a small 
structure that might 
be Mesolithic in date
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There were certainly people living on Holy Island in the Mesolithic period, though neither 

found on Penrhosfeilw Common, but on Parc Cybi there were only slight traces of Mesolithic 

Neolithic Period
The transition from the Mesolithic to the Neolithic period occurred about 4000 BC and it was 

practices, accompanied by the construction of monumental stone burial chambers, have left 

The tomb might not have survived at all, but in the early 19th century, Lady Stanley of Penrhos 

Early Neolithic Hall

This building was about 15m long and 6m wide and would have been an impressive structure, 

They were used for a short period near the start of the Neolithic, and were followed by the 
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Plate 5. Trefignath 
chambered tomb
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Radiocarbon dates show that the Parc Cybi building was used between approximately 3700 

The hall at Parc Cybi contained scatters of domestic waste in the form of sherds of pottery, 
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Plate 6. Early Neolithic 
timber hall from the eastern 
end during excavation, 
showing the packing stones 
in the eastern gable end to 
support posts and planking 
for the end wall

Plate 7. The Early Neolithic hall as it might have looked in use (drawn by Helen Flook)



Trefignath 
chambered tomb

Neolithic hall

0 40m

Trefignath 
chambered tomb

Trefignath 
chambered tomb

bedrock outcrop

Site of Neolithic hall

Neolithic hall

bedrock outcrop

bedrock outcrop

1

2

3

key
contours (1m interval)

Figure 6. Relationship of the Early Neolithic hall and the tomb at the three stages of 
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Two pits containing a sequence of hearths were dug through several structural features, 

radiocarbon dates from these pits and the pottery they contained were the same as those from 

hearths may have been used to prepare food for a feast commemorating the end of the life of 

Radiocarbon dates from the posthole showed that the bead was made when the hall was in use, 
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Plate 9. Drawing and photographs of cannel coal bead 
(drawing by Marion O’Neil and photograph by Alison 
Sheridan)

Plate 8. Pit hearths dug and used after the hall had 
been demolished



Early Neolithic Temporary Occupation Site
In contrast to the timber hall, there was also evidence for a more temporary or lightly-built 

with a scatter of holes that had held stakes and posts, and some basic hearths, showed that 

The pottery and radiocarbon dates showed that 
the hollow was used mainly in the Early Neolithic 

it is likely that people came back to this location 

the hollow was used for cooking in a pit with hot 

after 2000 BC, the hollow was used again by 

Evidence for similar, probably temporary, 
occupation was also found at the northern end 
of the site, where there were scatters of Early 
Neolithic pottery associated with postholes and 

Later Neolithic Settlement
Across Britain, later in the Neolithic period (from about 3400 BC to 2500 BC), domestic 

they were ceremonial and round, unlike the earlier tradition of rectangular buildings (except in 

several such groups of pits and one had the remains of a hearth, probably originally bordered 

these were preserved under a burial cairn and so still had traces of stake walls of small huts 

of a small hut, and the other groups of pits are also 

roundhouse settlement appeared to have been nearly 

In all cases, there was quite a lot of broken pottery 
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Plate 10. Leaf-shaped arrowhead found 
under burnt mound

0 20mm

Plate 11. Drawing of stone macehead 
from a Middle Neolithic pit group (drawn 
by Tanya Williams)
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compost was buried in pits is something that archaeologists have discussed extensively, but it is 

Neolithic Pottery

but usually they have rounded bases, which allow them to be placed on uneven ground without 

From about 3400 BC a pottery type, known as Peterborough Ware, can be found across Britain 

pottery was made locally, the styles of decoration and vessel shape were similar over a wide 

From about 3000 BC a style known as Grooved Ware appears, which probably developed in 
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0 100mm50mm

Plate 12. Examples 
of some of the Early 
Neolithic pottery 
found at Parc Cybi 
(drawn by Frances 
Lynch)
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Figure 8. Plans of Middle and Late Neolithic 
pit groups showing their interpretation as 
evidence for huts



Fats from cooking and food processing can be absorbed by pottery vessels and can survive 

fat residues were analysed from pot sherds from the Early Neolithic hall and the temporary 
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Plate 13. Examples of Middle Neolithic Peterborough Ware pottery from Parc Cybi (drawn by 
Frances Lynch)

0 100mm50mm

0 100mm50mm

Plate 14. Late Neolithic Grooved 
ware pottery from Parc Cybi 
(stamped decoration (top left), 
grooved decoration (top right), 
moulded decoration (bottom) 
(drawn by Frances Lynch)



Other such studies have shown that whilst dairy products were important in the Neolithic 

Parc Cybi, their sole use for dairy products suggests that meat and vegetables must have been 

Neolithic Farming

However, elsewhere in Britain cattle were important from the start of the Neolithic, with pigs 

Neolithic pottery at Parc Cybi shows that cattle, and possibly also sheep, were being kept for 

were found in the later Neolithic pits, but some were present, so there was arable agriculture in 

As the land was mostly covered with woodland, clearings would have been made for both 

moved around more than the Early Neolithic people, perhaps relying more on their livestock, 

Beaker Period
Between the Neolithic Period and Bronze Age 
(roughly 2500 to 2000 BC) lies a short period 

Neolithic monuments such as henges (large 
ceremonial monuments with ditches and banks) 
and stone circles were still being used, and 
even built, but new burial traditions were being 

Individual burial in square stone chambers 

burial was often accompanied with one or more 
pottery vessels known as “Beakers”, because 

The period is named after these distinctive pots, 
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0 100mm50mm

Plate 15. Beaker pot found in cist at Parc 
Cybi (drawn by Frances Lynch)



Period can be seen as a link between the Neolithic and Bronze Age, though recent genetic 
evidence suggests that there may have been a distinct change at this time, with people moving 

At Parc Cybi during this period, the hollow, used in the Early Neolithic Period, was re-occupied 

mounds are sites where water was heated in a pit or trough using hot stones from a nearby 

north-west Wales these sites were used from about 2500 BC until 1000 BC, with a few earlier 

at the start of the Beaker period 
and continued in use through 
the Bronze Age, with three main 

two troughs for boiling water and 
another pit that was probably an 

the sides of which had collapsed 
as if under-mined by water (plate 

sites were repeatedly used and 

The Bronze Age

banks or walls, and this was accompanied by more extensive clearance of trees and an increase 
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Plate 16. Troughs and well under the Beaker period burnt 
mound



Multiple Cist Barrow

square cists, big enough for an adult, though the body would have been placed in a crouched 

the small cists were positioned close to large cists, perhaps suggesting a connection between 

the intention of covering the cemetery with a mound of earth (a barrow) once all the burials 
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Plate 17. The larger cists excavated at Parc Cybi, the smaller ones have already been recorded and 
removed

Plate 18. Beaker as found in 
cist at Parc Cybi



The cists were set in deep holes in the ground and 
sealed by large capstones, which were so well 

the capstones were removed the cists were still 

skeletons as water draining through the acid, well-
drained soils would have leached these away, but 
one cist contained a Beaker and one a Bronze Age 
pot, known to archaeologists as a Food Vessel 

and the Early Bronze Age Food Vessel (plate 20) 
suggests that the burials dated from soon after 

Fats preserved in the Beaker and the Food 
Vessel were analysed and this showed that 

Beaker had absorbed only a small amount 
of fat, possibly because it had been specially 

Food Vessel contained a high concentration 
of fat, probably because it was a domestic 

20

0 100mm50mm

Plate 20. Food Vessel 
(drawn by Frances Lynch)

Plate 19. Food Vessel as found in cist at 
Parc Cybi



Ring Ditch
Near the multiple cist barrow there was another barrow, probably added later in the Bronze 

burials became more common and it is likely that this barrow held cremation burials either 

D-shaped Enclosure
Between these two monuments, there 

seems to have started as a ring ditch, 

the rest of the ditch redug to form a 
larger D-shaped enclosure (plates 22 

deep, about 1m in depth, despite having 

suggest that there may have been a stone 
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Plate 21. 
Ring-ditch

Plate 22. D-shaped 
enclosure as first exposed 
with infilled ditches

Plate 23. D-shaped 
enclosure fully excavated



Bronze Age and the charcoal produced Bronze Age radiocarbon dates, so this monument does 

Another monument forming part of this group, possibly erected later in the Bronze Age, was 

development was designed not only to avoid the 
stone but also to leave an area around it so that its 

The barrows, enclosure and standing stone create a 

Neolithic chambered tomb, which is visible on the 

There is a footpath giving access to the stone so the 
public can still visit this monument and consider 
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Mawr ring ditch, 
with later graves 
dug across it

Truck Stop in the background



Bronze Age Settlement
It is hard to pin down where people were living in the 

the site, however, there were a number of structures 
and features which, though poorly dated, may belong 

four or six posts supporting a superstructure (plate 
26), which are assumed to be granaries, and if this 
interpretation is correct, it suggests there was a 

A sherd of Bronze Age pottery and a small number 
of radiocarbon dates show that some of this activity 
was Bronze Age, but there was not enough evidence 
to prove for certain that it was all part of an extensive 

Not far away there were also the 
postholes of a substantial timber 

possible to date this building, 
however Early and Middle Bronze 
Age pottery was found close by, and 
there are Bronze Age parallels for 
this type of structure from elsewhere 

The Iron Age
Across north-west Wales there is a marked increase in settlements of Iron Age date, both as 
visible surviving remains, largely found in unimproved marginal areas of farmland, and as 

were small, possibly used by local chieftains, and others were much larger, probably meeting 
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Plate 26. Postholes for a four 
and a six-post structure, probably 
granaries, possibly Bronze Age

0 5m
Figure 9. Plan of postholes defining a 
timber roundhouse
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An extensive radiocarbon dating programme was carried out on the Middle Iron Age village 

the building was of timber and resting on foundation beams it would have left little trace, 

This bead had broken while someone was trying to cut it, suggesting that this was not part of a 
necklace but was an individual bead, and perhaps of such importance that someone wanted to 
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Plate 27. Drawing 
and photograph 
of the gold hair 
ring (drawing by 
Tony Daly and 
photograph by 
National Museum 
of Wales)

Plate 28. Fragment of an amber bead 
(photograph Alison Sheridan)
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Plate 29. Iron Age village under excavation showing the stone walls of the houses and a wall running 
through the middle of the village to guide visitors to the headman’s house

Plate 30. 
The earliest 
house in the 
village during 
excavation. 
The main 
doorway is in 
the middle of 
the bottom of 
the photograph

Plate 31. Surviving 
foundations of house 
wall showing how the 
wall has been added 
to, making it over 2m 
wide



Middle Iron Age Village
In the middle of Parc Cybi, where there is now a round-about, were the remains of a small 

This had up to three houses close together, with a fourth a little distance away, as well as other 

made-ground created by dumping soil, so that one house could be built close to the edge of the 

and two of the others had their walls thickened to make their doorways more impressive (plate 

thick stone walls but the one nearest the marsh appeared to have had a thin wall of stones set 

largest house had a hearth in the middle, but few other traces of the domestic activity found in 

A substantial wall, built with stones on edge, separated the pathway from the rest of the village 

The principal entrances of the houses all looked towards Holyhead Mountain, in spite of the 

as it is the highest point in Anglesey and would have been a prominent seamark for coastal 
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Plate 32. Roundhouse closest 
to the marsh with its wall 
defined by an irregular slot 
that probably held stones set on 
edge

Plate 33. Wall running 
through the village 
separating the pathway to 
the main house from the rest 
of the village
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Domestic tasks, such as spinning and food preparation, took place in the village, and grain was 

rather than wooden posts, like a granary found at the T  Mawr settlement near South Stack 
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Plate 34. Granary with four 
posts. The posts rested on stone 
pads to prevent them sinking 
into the softer made-ground on 
the edge of the marsh

Plate 35. Granary with 
eight postholes, showing 
the packing stones that 
would have held stone 
pillars in place

Plate 36. Stone pillar from a 
granary reused in a wall



This reconstruction drawing (plate 37) shows how the village may have looked when the 
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0 200mm

Plate 38. The smallest 
and largest stones with 
holes found in the Iron 
Age village, shown at the 
same scale

Plate 37. Drawing of how the village may have looked in use (drawn by Helen Flook)



People in west Wales in the Iron Age used very little pottery, presumably making vessels from 

that sometimes occurs in west Wales are fragments of rough containers used to hold salt from 

One cylindrical stone found next to a hearth in one of the roundhouses may be a broken cylinder 

Some of the smallest perforated stones were 
spindle whorls, neatly shaped circular objects 
that provided the weight to help a spindle turn for 

found in the village with 10 found in the earliest 
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Plate 39. The possible cylinder quern as 
found

Plate 41. Various stone spindle whorls from the 
Iron Age village (ASlab: Arabelle Barratt)

Plate 40. An Iron Age woman 
spinning with a spindle, weighted 
with a spindle whorl (drawing by 
Helen Flook)



Clay-walled Roundhouses

house had a question-mark shaped drain with a pit at one end (plate 42), and the other end 

This seems to be the result of the roof burning down and collapsing into the house and shows 

The two houses were too close to each other to be used together, so must have been used 
sequentially, but a modern trench for a sewerage pipe had destroyed any evidence to show 
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Plate 42. Clay-walled roundhouse with question-mark-shaped drain



Plate 43. 
Clay-walled 
roundhouse with 
complex drains, 
here shown with 
the capstones 
over the drains

Plate 44. Complex of drains 
with their capstones removed 
to show the stone-linings

Plate 45. Iron oxide deposit in a drain 
within the clay-walled roundhouse



Fields and Huts

under the Middle Iron Age settlement suggested that the land had been ploughed and then 

North of the village was another small hut with many pits nearby, some probably also used 
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0 10m

edge of excavation

0 10 20mm

shale bracelet

Figure 14. Plan of Iron Age 
enclosure with a drawing 
of the shale bracelet from 
one of the pits



Figure 15. Plan of Middle Iron Age activity with the 
decorated spindle whorl found in an earth oven (ASlab: 
Arabelle Barratt)

Figure 16. Plan of late Iron Age hut and pits
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Figure 17. Location of Roman, medieval and post-medieval sites on Parc Cybi



The Roman Period

A trading settlement on the shore of the Menai Strait near Brynsiencyn, established in the mid 

The only certain Roman road known on the island is the short length found running inland 

many parts of the island, suggesting trade with the Romans, and perhaps also amongst the 

In the late Roman period, perhaps in the 4th century AD, a fort was built alongside a sheltered 

on top of Holyhead Mountain and probably another in the north-west corner of Anglesey on 

 
Roman Period Industry

than necessary for normal domestic cooking, so may have been used for other purposes, perhaps 
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Plate 46. Boulder hearth and stone bowl
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On the other side of the track was a series of postholes showing where storage buildings had 
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Plate 47. Postholes showing where 
a sequence of small timber storage 
buildings had stood

Plate 48. Remains of 
one wall and a wall 
corner of a square 
stone building with 
much of its floor 
surviving inside

Plate 49. Pit found under the floor of the stone 
building, with stone slabs to help support the 
floor extending over the pit



Although it was not clear what was being made and stored, an iron cleaver (plate 50) and an 

debris showed that these had not been made here, so they were presumably used within the clay-

Roman pottery from this site showed that 
the activity dated to the late 3rd century or 
early 4th

Late Roman Cemetery
Romans introduced Christianity into Wales and burial in full length, stone-lined graves, known 

Most long cist cemeteries in west Wales date from after the end of the Roman occupation of 
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Plate 52. The late Roman long cist cemetery

0mm

100

50

Plate 50. Iron cleaver found in clay-walled building next to the 
boulder hearth. This has been cleaned and consolidated. Also 
a reconstruction of how it would originally have appeared and 
how it was hafted. (Replica made by Ancient Arts)

0 20mm

Plate 51. Glass counter from clay-
walled industrial building
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Britain, but a small cemetery of long cist graves found on Parc Cybi probably dated to the late 

graves suggested both adults and children were buried there and the few human remains that 

by a small community living somewhere 

A smith set up his anvil on a block wedged 

disturbance suggests that the cemetery 
was no longer in use when the smith was 

dated to the 4th or 5th centuries AD, so 

survival meant that the cemetery could not 

Early Medieval Settlement
After AD 410, Britain was no longer part of the Roman Empire and archaeologists term this 

structural remains are of the 12th

While many cemeteries from this period have been found, it is hard to identify where the 

example of an enclosed settlement has been found at Glyn, Llanbedrgoch near the east coast of 
Anglesey, which was used from the 7th to 10th

settlement at Castell, Trefadog on the west coast probably dates to the 11th and 12th

th to the 9th

However, we know that people lived at Parc Cybi after the end of Roman rule, because we 
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Plate 53. Setting to hold wooden base for anvil, cut 
into a grave and reusing grave slabs as packing 
stones



Six corn dryers were found at Parc Cybi that were in use during the 5th or 6th centuries AD (plate 

Medieval Period
th century, on the site of the monastic 

chapel of St Ffraid at Tywyn y Capel, Trearddur Bay was built in about the 12th century on 

Holyhead developed as a port and settlement in the medieval period and there were also smaller 

Sometime in the 11th-12th

in the 18th
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Plate 54. Some of the corn 
dryers found at Parc Cybi
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18th and 19th Century Farmsteads
Most of Parc Cybi was part of the Penrhos Estate, owned by the Owen family of Penrhos, but 

th century the estate 

th century building new farmhouses and improving 

By the 18th

th 
century but some were still inhabited in the mid-20th century, and one was only demolished in 

th and early 19th centuries, although it almost 
certainly had earlier origins, but the period between the 12th and 18th centuries has left little 
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Plate 55. The chimney base and floor 
of the house at Tyddyn Pioden

Plate 56. A stepped well used by the 
farm of Bonc Deg

Plate 57. Ring gully, probably to surround a hayrick, 
near the original location of Trefignath Farm



medieval in date and other ring gullies were found near the earliest site of the farm called 

In the 18th and 19th

th century, people 
knew about the Iron Age village, despite the fact that no trace could be seen on the ground 

Conclusions
This project has provided us with an understanding of the development of the landscape over 

They were part of a wider culture, which saw the introduction of farming, changing burial 

connected the inhabitants of Parc Cybi with wider European cultures spreading from the Orkney 

The people that lived at Parc Cybi were neither particularly rich nor powerful, but we can see 

the clearest impression of the past, such as the mastery of ceramics and dairying in the Early 
Neolithic, or the use of a beautifully decorated pot to contain sustenance for a loved-one in the 

As this land moves on into a new phase of its history, this project has provided an opportunity 
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Glossary
Boudican revolt – Boudica, the Queen of the Iceni tribe, led her people in a revolt against the 

Chambered tomb – a tomb with one or more chambers built of large stones, usually under a 

Estate - the houses, outbuildings, supporting farmland, and woods that surround the gardens 

Macehead – a stone object perforated to take a haft that may have been a weapon or a status 
symbol but possibly had a practical function

microliths would have been used to create a tool, such as an arrowhead or a knife, by 

Radiocarbon dating – a technique using the proportion of radioactive carbon in an object to 

Saddle quern – a stone used for grinding grain by rubbing an upper stone backwards and 

Scheduled monument – a nationally important archaeological site or building given legal 
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