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Llanfairfechan Group VII Axe Working Sites (G2495)

Report 1416

Event PRN 44908

Summary

The stone source for Neolithic stone axes located at Graig Lwyd, Penmaenmawr is of national importance and 
is widely known, but it is less well known that the same rock outcrops around Llanfairfechan, Gwynedd and that 
there was axe working in that area. However Mr David T Jones has been collecting axe roughouts and identifying 
sites around Llanfairfechan for many years. Gwynedd Archaeological Trust was grant aided by Cadw to record 
Mr Jones  collection and to brie y record the sites that he has found. ther sites identi ed in the literature from
the area have been brought together in a gazetteer and presented for inclusion in the Gwynedd Historic Environ-
ment Record (HER). Descriptions and locations of sites already on the HER have been improved. This provides
a basis for future study and the report identi es priorities for preservation and investigation. pportunities for 
further work are currently greatly enhanced by the Heritage Lottery Funded Carneddau Landscape Partnership
project led by the Snowdonia National Park Authority. It is anticipated that some of the recommendations in this
report will be able to be carried out as part of this project.

Mae’r ffynhonnell garreg ar gyfer bwyeill Neolithig sydd ar Graig Lwyd, Penmaenmawr yn gydnabyddedig ac o
bwys cenedlaethol, ond llai hysbys yw’r ffaith fod yr un graig yn brigo o amgylch LLanfairfechan, Gwynedd a bod 
gweithio bwyeill yn digwydd yn yr ardal honno hefyd. u Mr David T Jones yn casglu brasffur au bwyeill ac yn
adnabod sa eoedd o gwmpas Llanfairfechan ers blynyddoedd lawer. Derbyniodd mddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol 
Gwynedd gyllid grant gan Cadw er mwyn cofnodi casgliad Mr Jones, ac i nodi’n gryno’r sa eoedd mae ef wedi
ddarganfod. Casglwyd gwybodaeth am sa eoedd eraill sydd wedi eu hadnabod mewn llenyddiaeth o’r ardal, fe’i
cyfunwyd mewn parthsyllydd a gy wynwyd i’w gynnwys yn Nghofnod Amgylchedd Hanesyddol Gwynedd (CAH).
Diwygiwyd y disgri adau a’r lleoliadau sydd eisoes ar y CAH. Mae hyn yn cynnig sylfaen ar gyfer astudiaeth i’r 
dyfodol, ac mae’r adroddiad yn adnabod blaenoriaethau ar gyfer cadwraeth ac astudiaeth. Hyrwyddir cy eon ar 
gyfer gwaith pellach gan brosiect Partneriaeth Tirwedd y Carneddau sydd dan arweiniad Awdurdod Park Cened-dd
laethol Eryri ac a gyllidir gan Gronfa Dreftadaeth y Loteri. Hyderir y gellir gweithredu rhai o’r argymhellion
sydd yn yr adroddiad hwn fel rhan o’r prosiect hwnnw.

1. Background

1.1. Introduction
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Northern Shoulder of Garreg Fawr (PRN 67328)

-

-

-

-

in situ and indicate that the

-

-

-

Garreg Fawr



Ty’n y Llwyfan, at the foot of Dinas (PRN 67329) 
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Ffridd Tan y Graig, Pen Penmaen (PRN 67330)
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PRN 67407 Small scale quarrying, Dinas

3.2. Axe-working sites around Waun Llanfair 
Figure 4

-
-

the site.

-



roughouts.

an axe-working site.

site.

-

0 50mm

21



et al

date to be used in this way.

3.3. Graig Lwyd

22

showing axe roughout 
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in situ

-

3.4. Petrologically sampled axes and roughouts
Figure 3

3.5.

Axe roughouts



0 90mm

1/3 scale 
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Axe-hammer/battle-axe (PRN 67638)
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Appendix I: Gazetteer of Sites Relating to Group VII Axes Around Llanfairfechan and Penmaenmawr

Axe-working Sites

PRN 470
Cairn, N of Foel Lwyd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

-

NMR description
New description

Sources consulted



PRN 485
Cairn, Bryniau Bugeilydd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

-

NMR description
New description

-

36



Sources consulted

PRN 731
Axe Factory, N of Graig Lwyd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

-

-
-

-

NMR description

-
where.

New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67318

Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description



Sources consulted

PRN 67319

Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

-

-

Sources consulted

PRN 67320

Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

38



Sources consulted

PRN 67321
Axe-working area, site D, Graig Lwyd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67322

Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

has been quarried away.
Sources consulted

PRN 67323
Stone axe quarry, site F, Graig Lwyd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

-



Sources consulted

PRN 67324
Axe-working area, site G, Graig Lwyd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

Sources consulted

PRN 67325
Stone axe quarry, site I, Graig Lwyd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

Sources consulted

PRN 67326
Cairn, W of Graig Lwyd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

Sources consulted



PRN 67327
Cairn, W of Graig Lwyd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67328
Stone Axe Working Area, Garreg Fawr, Llanfairfechan
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

antiquity.

Sources consulted

41



PRN 67329

Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

as a hammerstone.

Sources consulted

PRN 67330
Stone Axe Working Area, Ffridd Tan y Graig, Llanfairfechan
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

-

Sources consulted

PRN 67407
Small scale quarrying, Dinas
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description
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Sources consulted

PRN 67408
Axe working site, Green Gorge, Foel Lûs
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67409
Axe working site, Waun Llanfair
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67410
Axe working site, Cors y Carneddau
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description
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Sources consulted

PRN 67412
Axe working site, Graig Lwyd Farm
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67416
Quarried face, Graig Lwyd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

Sources consulted

Finds of polished axes and roughouts

PRN 1626
Polished Stone Axe, Findspot, Llechen Uchaf
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

NMR description
New description

44



Sources consulted

PRN 2491
Axe Heads, Findspot, Garreg Fawr
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

NMR description
New description
Sources consulted

PRN 4094
Graig Lwyd Roughout, Findspot, The Close, Llanfairfechan
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 4704
Graig Lwyd Axe, Findspot
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

NMR description
New description

-

Sources consulted



PRN 4720
Axe-working site, Maes y Bryn, near Dinas
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

NMR description

New description

-

Sources consulted

PRN 7050
Stone Axe, Findspot, Nr Hafod y Gelyn
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 7397
Graig Lwyd Axe Roughout, Findspot, Gorddinog
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 7478
Graig Lwyd Axe, Findspot, Henfaes, Aber
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
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NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 19156
Stone Axe Fragment, Findspot, Llanfairfechan
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 24139
Graig Lwyd Roughouts, Findspot, Blaenau
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

-

-

NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 24725
Graig Lwyd Axe, Findspot, Llanfairfechan
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description



-
-

NMR description
New description

running across this area.

Sources consulted

PRN 24735
Stone Axes, Findspot, Garreg Fawr
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 24736
Stone Axe, Findspot, Ffridd Tan y Graig
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

NMR description
New description

48



Sources consulted

PRN 67331
Stone axe found at foot of Dinas, Llanfairfechan
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

-
broken.

Sources consulted

PRN 67406

Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67411
Stone axe, Graig Lwyd track
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67413

Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description



NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67414

Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67415

Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67639
Stone axe roughout, Bryniau Bugeilydd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

these. The roughout has not been broken in any way.

Sources consulted

PRN 67640

Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description



Sources consulted

PRN 67641
Stone axe roughout, Tyddyn Drain
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67642
Stone axe roughout, Ffridd Tan y Graig
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67643
Stone axe roughout, Llanfairfechan
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

on Garreg Fawr.

Sources consulted

PRN 67644
Stone axe roughouts, N of Henar
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description



Sources consulted

PRN 67645
Stone axe, Sychnant Pass
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

Sources consulted

PRN 67646
Stone axe, Rhaiadr Fawr, Aber
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67647
Two stone axe roughouts, Graig Lwyd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

Sources consulted

PRN 67648
Stone axe, Penmaenmawr
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted



PRN 67775
Two stone axe roughouts, Foel Lwyd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

Sources consulted

PRN 67776
Stone axe roughout, Garreg Fawr
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

Sources consulted

PRN 67777
Stone axe roughout, Dwygyfylchi
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-
-

-

Sources consulted

PRN 67778
Stone axe roughout, Dinas
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted



PRN 67779
Stone axe roughout, Llanfairfechan
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67780
Stone axe roughout, Foel Lwyd
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 67781
Stone axe roughouts, Garreg Fawr
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-

Sources consulted

PRN 67783
Stone axe roughout, Ffridd Tan y Graig
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted



PRN 67784
Stone axe, Foel Lûs
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

Finds of axe-hammers and similar objects in the Llanfairfechan area

PRN 2880
Perforated Axe Hammer, Findspot, Penmaenan
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

NMR description
New description
Sources consulted

PRN 4075
Perforated Stone Axe Hammer, Findspot
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

-

0 100mm

PRN 67783



NMR description
New description

Sources consulted

PRN 4078

Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

NMR description
New description
Sources consulted

PRN 4091
Stone Tool (Mace), Findspot, N of Dinas Fort
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description

-

NMR description
New description
Sources consulted

PRN 67638
Axe hammer/battle axe, Llanfairfechan
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

-



Sources consulted

PRN 67782
Stone axe-hammer, Park Nant, Llanfairfechan
Grid Reference
Community
Existing HER description
NMR description
New description

Sources consulted



Site: Bryniau Bugeilydd

PRN 67639
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g): 888

these. The roughout has not been broken in any way.

Site: Garreg Fawr, northern shoulder

PRN 24735.01
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

smooth.

PRN 24735.02
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67643
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

onGarreg Fawr.

Site: Ffridd Tan y Graig

PRN 24736
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.01
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

-



PRN 67415.02
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.03
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.04
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.05
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.06
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.07
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.08
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g): 813

PRN 67415.09
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.10
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):



PRN 67415.11
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.12
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g): 463

PRN 67415.13
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.14
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.15
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.16
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67415.17
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67642
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):



Site: NE of Dinas

PRN 24725
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

-

-

Site: Penmaenmawr Quarry

PRN 67638
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

-

Site: Tyddyn Drain

PRN 67641
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

PRN 67331
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g):

61



PRN 67640
Length (mm): Breadth (mm): Thickness (mm): Weight (g): 1118

scars.

62



-
fechan Area

-
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0 100mm

Figure app II.2.8: Stone battle-axe/F
axe-hammer in David T Jones’

collection (scale 1:2)
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