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SUMMARY  

Coastal erosion has been affecting St Patrickôs early medieval cemetery and medieval 

chapel at Whitesands, St Davids, Pembrokeshire since at least the mid - twentieth century. 

Storms in January and February 2014 exposed several burials, following which Dyfed  

Archaeological Trust in partnership with the University of Sheffield carried out five seasons 

of excavation: 2014 ï16, 2019 and 2021, funded by Cadw, the Nineveh Trust, the EU -

funded Ancient Connections project and the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Aut hority.  

The earliest element s of the site consisted of an oval stone -built enclosure, 5.5m 

× 4.5m, with a centrally placed rectangular structure, 1.4m × 1.0m, dating to the mid -

eighth century. Several of the stones of the structure were carved ð a ring -cro ss with 

interlace design, a human figure dressed in a tunic with stick arms raised, and  an 

inscription reading ódonoecô (an Irish compound name meaning something like ódark youthô 

or ónoble warriorô) . Evidence of occupation , mammal, bird and fish  bones, cereal grains 

and other carbonised seeds , and craft production accompanied this early element, 

including the manufacture of  copper alloy artefacts  and  amber working. Wind -blown sand 

rapidly covered these early elements.  

In the mid -  late eighth/ninth century a substantial stone -built cemetery enclosure 

wall was built  over oval enclosure and rectangular structure , and the first burials appear ed. 

The first  burials were of young children. Sand continued to accumulate, and as it did so 

more bu rials were put in the ground. Over 250 burials were excavated, stacked up to eight 

deep  in the sand , between the mid -  late -eighth/ninth century and c. 1100. After the first  

phase of child burial, both children and adults were buried. The earliest burials w ere simple 

dug graves; later in the sequence cist graves appear ed. 

In the eleventh/twelfth century a layer of rubble was laid down covering the early 

medieval cemetery and a stone -built chapel constructed. Burials accompanying the chapel 

consisted of cist graves capped with quartz pebbles or in some examples with  limpet shells. 

All were of children. The chapel was abandoned  during the sixteenth century . 
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CRYNODEB  

Mae erydiad arfordirol wedi bod yn effeithio ar fynwent ganoloesol gynnar a 

chapel canoloes ol Sant Padrig yn Nhraeth Porth Mawr, Tyddewi, Sir Benfro ers canol yr 

ugeinfed ganrif o leiaf. Fe wnaeth stormydd ym misoedd Ionawr a Chwefror 2014 

ddatgelu nifer o gladdiadau, ac yn dilyn hynny aeth Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Dyfed, 

mewn partneriaeth â  Phrifysgol Sheffield, ati i gyflawni pum tymor o waith cloddio: 

2014 ï16, 2019 a 2021, wediôi ariannu gan Cadw, Ymddiriedolaeth Nineveh, y prosiect 

Cysylltiadau Hynafol a ariannwyd gan yr UE, ac Awdurdod Parc Cenedlaethol Arfordir 

Penfro.  

Roedd elfennau cynharaf y safle yn cynnwys lloc hirgrwn wediôi adeiladu o gerrig, 

5.5m Ĭ 4.5m, gyda strwythur petryalog wediôi osod yn ganolog, 1.4m Ĭ 1.0m, yn 

dyddioôn ¹l i ganol yr wythfed ganrif. Roedd nifer o gerrig y strwythur wediôu cerfio -  

croes -gylch gy da dyluniad cydblethu, ffigur dynol wediôi wisgo mewn tiwnig gydag arfau 

pren wediôu codi, ac arysgrif yn darllen ódonoecô (sef enw cyfansawdd Gwyddelig syôn 

golygu rhywbeth tebyg i ólanc tywyllô neu óryfelwr bonheddigô). Roedd tystiolaeth o 

feddiannaeth, esgyrn mamaliaid, adar a physgod, gronynnau grawn a hadau eraill wediôu 

carboneiddio, a chynhyrchiant crefft yn cyd -fynd ©ôr elfen gynnar hon, gan gynnwys 

gwneud arteffactau aloi copr a gweithio ambr. Buan iawn y gorchuddiwyd yr elfennau 

cynnar hyn gan dyw od wediôi chwythu gan wynt. 

Yng nghanol i ddiwedd yr wythfed/nawfed ganrif, adeiladwyd wal lloc sylweddol o 

gerrig iôr fynwent dros y lloc hirgrwn aôr strwythur petryalog, a daeth y claddiadau cyntaf 

iôr golwg. Plant ifanc oedd y claddiadau cyntaf. Roedd tywod yn parhau i gronni, ac wrth 

iddo wneud hynny, cafodd mwy o gladdiadau eu rhoi yn y ddaear. Cafodd dros 250 o 

gladdiadau eu cloddio, wediôu pentyrru i ddyfnder o wyth yn y tywod, rhwng canol i 

ddiwedd yr wythfed/nawfed ganrif a c. 1100. Ar ôl y cyfnod cyntaf claddu plant, cafodd 

plant ac oedolion eu claddu. Roedd y claddiadau cynharaf yn feddau syml wediôu tyllu; 

yn ddiweddarach yn y dilyniant, daeth beddau cist iôr golwg. 

Yn yr unfed ganrif ar ddeg/deuddegfed ganrif, gosodwyd haenen o rwbel gan 

orchudd ioôr fynwent ganoloesol gynnar, ac adeiladwyd capel o gerrig. Roedd claddiadau 

yn gysylltiedig ©ôr capel yn cynnwys beddau cist wediôu capio © cherigos cwarts, neu 

mewn rhai enghreifftiau, cregyn llygaid meheryn. Claddiadau plant oeddent i gyd. 

Gadawyd y c apel yn ystod yr unfed ganrif ar bymtheg.  
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INTRODUCTION  

A mound of wind -blown sand approximately 20m in diameter and 3.5m high occupying a 

strip of rough ground known as Parc y Capel (Chapel Field) immediately the north of 

Whitesands (Traeth Mawr in Welsh) car park in the parish of St Davids, Pembr okeshire 

(National Grid Reference SM 7337 2723) marks the site of St Patrick ôs Chapel. Coastal 

erosion is active along the western side of the site: the Pembrokeshire Coast Path runs  

immediately  to the east (Fig. 1).  

 

 
 

Figure 1. Location map of St Patrickôs Chapel. 
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It is not certain when erosion started to directly affect the site, but the sea made 

considerable inroads at Whitesands during the nineteenth  century  (see below)  and there 

is anecdotal evidence of burials being exposed during the early twentieth century. By 1970 

coastal erosion was so severe , exacerbated by visitor erosion on the coast path which then 

ran along the seaward side of the site , that human remains were  clearly visible and so a 

small - scale excavation took place. Subsequent to the excavation, Pembrokeshire Coast 

National Park Authority acquired the site, moved the coast path from the seaward side of 

the chapel to the landward side and restored the damage caused by visitors. Due to 

continuing coastal erosion, in about 2004 the Park Authority protected the eroding face of 

the sand with boulders. This protection was successful until January ïFebruary 2014 when 

the boulders were washed away by severe winter sto rms. They were replaced, and 

immediately washed away by more storms, at which point the Park Authority decided not 

to continue to protect the site  (Fig. 2) .  

Following the 2014 storms, members of the pub lic reported finding human bone 

sticking out of the sand dunes and loose on the beach below. Immediately , staff from 

Dyfed Archaeological Trust and the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority recorded 

the exposed burials and recovered bone. It was clear that site was of considerable 

importance and so th e decision was made to excavate the most vulnerable parts of it. This 

is a report on the excavations.  

 

 
 

Figure 2. Photograph s taken in February 2014 showing the damage caused to the site by 

winter storms (left) and the end of a cist grave with skull exp osed by the storms.  

 

In 1924, excavations by Alfred Badger and Francis Green (published in 1925) 

revealed the walls of a small, stone -built chapel (Fig . 3). The plan and photographs in the 

report suggest that excavation was confined to within the chapel wa lls, but evidence from 

the 2014 ï16 excavations indicates that that the outside west wall of the chapel was also 

exposed. At least eight burials were found within the confines of the chapel, and although 

the report provides no information on whether the exc avators consider these to have been 

contemporary with the chapel or to have predated it, Badger in a letter (reproduced in 

Davies and Marks 2006, 12) to Green written during the excavation states that one 

skeleton lay beneath the west wall and was thus ear lier than the chapel.  
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Figure 3. Plan of St Patrickôs Chapel published by Badger and Green (1925). Reproduced 

wth kind permission of the Cambrian Archaeological Association.  

 

Five skeletons some in long cist graves were uncovered by Douglas Hague of the 

RCAHMW in a small - scale excavation of 1970. 10  A cist grave lintel -stone had a cross lightly 

scratched on one face (Edwards 2007, 520 -21) ( Figs 4 and 5). Hague ôs excavation 

demonstrated the high archaeological potential of the site, in particular the go od bone 

preservation in the calcareous wind -blown sand; good bone preservation  is unusual in the 

acidic soils that characterise most of Wales.  

Since 1970, as well as human bone exposed in the eroding face of the wind -blown 

sand, artefacts have occasionall y been found on the beach immediately below the site. 

These include part of a shale bracelet and a blue glass bead. Other early medieval artefacts 

from the beach include a ring -headed pin and a silver penny of Eadred. On the first day of 

excavation in 2014  a cross incised stone was found immediately below the site, 

presumably having eroded out from the end of a grave during the winter storms  (see 

reports below for details of all these finds) .  
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Figure  4. Photograph from the Hague archive housed with the RCAHMW showing 

the cist graves excavated in 1970.  

 

 
 

Figure 5. Photograph from the Hague archive housed with the RCAHMW of the 

cross - incised stone found during the 1970 excavations  (see addendum for a drawing of 

the stone).  

 

The excavation was carried out by Dyfed Archaeological Trust in partnership with 
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the University of Sheffield. Cadw and the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority  

funded the 2014 excavation, this was supplem ented in 2015 ï16 with funds from the 

Nineveh Trust. Funds for the 2019 and 2021 excavation mainly came from the EU - funded 

Ancient Connections project , with additional support from Cadw and the Pembrokeshire 

Coast National Park . 

 

 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY  

 

By R Comeau  

The site of St Patrick ôs chapel and cemetery lies at the western edge of Britain where the 

Atlantic Ocean and Irish Sea meet, on a beach now known as Whitesands or Traeth Mawr  

(Fig. 6) . It forms part of an extensive zone of early Christian cult, mar ked by crosses and 

wells, where farms replace the small hamlets of medieval records (HLC, areas 285 -9; 

James 2007) . One of these farms, Ty Gwyn ( ówhite/ holy house ô) lies close to St Patrick ôs 

Chapel and is itself the location of cist burials, discovered i n the nineteenth century (Laws 

and Owen 1897, 31) . The site ôs association with the cult of St Patrick has early roots, 

although the chapel is not recorded until the early seventeenth century when it was ówholly 

decayed ô, the writer (probably the local anti quary George Owen) noting that the offerings 

of seafarers and pilgrims had once made it a source of great revenue to St David ôs 

Cathedral (Brown E/W illis 1717, 54; Owen 1892, xxvi n.2) . Shipping no longer calls at 

Whitesands, but its former significance is encoded in the bay ôs medieval name, Porth Mawr 

or Portu Magno , the óGreat Harbour ô mentioned circa 1188 by Gerald of Wales and by 

Rhygyfarch of St Davids (d. 1099) a century before that (Sharpe and Davies 2007, 112/ 

s3; Thorpe 1978, 16, 220 ; Wade -Evans 1923, 70) .  

 

 
 

Figure 6. View of the site taken during the 2014 excavation looking north -east from the 

beach with Carn Llidi in the background.  
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The name of this apparently remote site indicates a place of maritime connections, 

some of them re presented by a Chester mint silver coin of Eadred (AD 946 ï55) found on 

the northern edge of the beach, and a tenth century Hiberno -Norse ringed pin from the 

nearby farm of Pen -Arthur (Redknap 2007) . Whilst these may bring to mind accounts of 

Viking attacks  on St Davids, a broader reading suggests a long - term context of trade and 

cultural contact with the Hiberno -Norse and Irish Sea world that extends back at least as 

far as the post -Roman period (Griffiths 2010; Thomas 1994) . Porth Mawr embodies this: 

it wa s, according to Rhygyfarch ôs late eleventh -century Life of St David, the place from 

which Patrick sailed to evangelise Ireland after an angel ousted him from the local area in 

favour of David, and there is a possible allusion to the cemetery in its mention  of Patrick 

resurrecting a priest, Cruimther, ówho had been buried near that shore [i.e Porth Mawr] 

for twelve years ô (Sharpe and Davies 2007, 112/ s3) . Some commentators suggest that 

the monastic establishment at St Davids was originally Patrician (Evans 2003, 15; Owen 

1892, 219 -220) , and there is some similarity between its Irish early medieval name,  Cill 

Muine , and one of Patrick ôs other names, óMaun/ Magonius ô, though Gerald of Wales and 

subsequent commentators link the muine  element with the Gaelic term for a thicket, 

making Cill Muine  mean óchurch of the thicket ô rather than óchurch of Patrick ô (Brewer 

1863, 384; Dumville 1993, 89 -90; Hennessy 1866, 63; Morri s 1980, 34; cf Charles 1992, 

283 -4). There is another early reference to Portmaur  as an embarkation point for Ireland 

in De Situ  Brecheniauc,  a twelfth -century account of an earlier tradition which records how 

the Welsh princess Marchell and one hundred re tainers travelled from here to marry an 

Irish king, possibly (Charles Thomas argues) in the late fifth century (Thomas 1994, 131 -

153; Wade -Evans 1944, 313, 316) .  

Earlier travellers still are implied by the inclusion of the adjacent St David ôs Head 

or  Octap itarum Promontorium  in Ptolemy ôs Geography, a reference approximately 

contemporary with Romano -British occupation at Clawdd y Milwyr, a substantial 

multivallate promontory fort of Iron Age origin on the tip of the headland (Baring -Gould 

et al. 1899; James 2016b, 293 -5, 321; Murphy 2016, 250 -2) . A Roman presence at 

Whitesands has long been the subject of speculation, fuelled by forged medieval references 

to a Roman road and settlement, and by nineteenth -century discoveries of walls in the 

sand dunes which la ter commentators considered to be medieval structures (James 2016b, 

306 -8, 314; Fenton 1811, 115 -6; Jones and Freeman 1856, 38 -9, 238 -9; Laws and Owen 

1897, 31) . Material evidence of Roman -period activity is nonetheless provided by finds 

from the beach of coins and a ódecorated bronze cloak pin ô reportedly of third century AD 

type, the latter beyond the mouth of the stream that forms the southern boundary of the 

field around the chapel (Davies and Marks 2006, 7) . The coins consist largely of a scattered 

hoa rd of 112 third and fourth century bronze coins, found on the beach below the chapel 

between 1983 and 1996; several other coins, the earliest dating to the second century 

AD, are also reported (Guest and Wells 2007) .  

The documentary and archaeological rec ord therefore suggest that this bay was a 

nexus of activity in the Roman and early medieval periods, when it was used for travel to 

Ireland and the north. It is consequently notable that there is no evidence of the fifth -  to 

seventh -century pottery and gla ss of Mediterranean and continental origin that are found 

at early medieval landing sites elsewhere in south -west Britain (Campbell 2007, 117; 

Griffiths 2009, 272, 276) . Such evidence is also lacking from other sites around and to the 

north -west of Whitesa nds where there are strong indications of post -Roman Irish 

settlement, and it has been speculated that this may relate to differences in cultural 

traditions (Campbell and Lane 1993, 70; cf James 2016a, 478 -487 for a recent summary) .  

Another reason may lie in processes of landscape change. These are represented 

by the coastal erosion that necessitated the excavation s reported on here , and sand dune 
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formation that elsewhere in Britain and Ireland engulf ed coastal settlements in the 

medieval period, with t he fourteenth and fifteenth centuries particularly implicated in 

Wales (Griffiths 2015) . At Whitesands , it is clear that the landscape we see today is very 

different to that of earlier periods. A British Association report of 1886 on the erosion of 

the Eng lish and Welsh sea coasts notes óconsiderable inroads ô of the sea here: a 40 feet 

(12 metres) wide shingle bar was moving landwards, and the course of a sea -edge road 

of the 1840s was 20 yards (18 metres) out to sea (Davies and Marks 2006, 32; Topley 

1887,  860) . The field around the chapel, Parc -y-Capel, had lost 34 yards (31 metres) in 

the 50 years running up to 1886, a substantial loss that older residents also recalled during 

the 1924 excavation of the chapel (Badger and Green 1925, 89, 118 -9) . One descr ibed 

the foundations of a structure, apparently a large building, some 40 feet (12 metres) from 

the chapel in an area that by 1924 was under the high -water mark, its stones having been 

removed in the 1850s for building work.  

An earlier configuration of th e coastal edge is described c.  1536 in Leland ôs 

reference to óPort Maure, where is a greate sande with a shorte estuary into the lande ô 

(Leland 1906, 65) . No estuary is visible today but work by St Davids Historical Society 

suggests that the stream mouth o nce curved in from the small rocky promontory at the 

northern edge of the modern beach, behind the shingle bar which has also disappeared 

(Davies and Marks 2006, 32) . The cemetery and later chapel would have been within the 

land on the northern edge of the  óestuary ô or stream mouth, with the Roman coin hoard, 

brooch and tenth century silver coin all probably deriving from an eroded land surface 

(incorporating the lost westward extent of óParc y Capel ô and the area of the nineteenth -

century ruins) that exten ded to the shingle bar where shallow -draught boats like curraghs 

and Viking longships could be pulled up.  

 

 

EXCAVATION RESULTS  

 

There was a total of 17  weeksô excavation: two weeks in May 2014, three weeks in May 

2015 , three weeks in May 2016 , three weeks in September 2019 and six weeks in June  ï

July 2021 . Work concentrated on that part of the site most vulnerable to coastal erosion 

where a c.  23m ×  10 m trench (Trench 1) was completely excavated, revealing a complex 

sequence which included over 250 burials plus a quantity of loose bone that could not be 

assigned to a burial . In Trenches 4 and 5 only superficial layers and recent ly accumulated 

sand  were removed revealing the upper surfaces of archaeological deposits. Trenches 2 

and 3 were incorporated into Trench 1  (Fig. 7) .  

The archaeological sequence lay entirely within wind -blown sand, which at its 

maximum was c.  4m thick. It is unknown when this  sand began to form, but it was already 

up to 1.5 ï2m thick when the site began to be used in the  early medieval period . Sand 

continued to accumulate during the lifetime of the cemetery, burying and preserving 

archaeological features and deposits. As the de pth of sand increased, burying the earliest 

features and graves, new graves were excavated which in turn were also rapidly covered 

as sand continued to accumulate. New graves were then dug, which in turn soon 

disappeared. The deepest recognised stratigraph ic sequence consisted of at least eight 

superimposed graves.  
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Figure 7. Plan showing the location of the 2014, 2015, 2016, 2019 and 2021 excavation 

trenches.  
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Archaeological features such as grave cuts were rarely visible. The main reason for 

this was the highly mobile character of the sand due to the almost constant wind , 

exacerbated by the churning of the sand layers by grave digging and the passage of feet 

during the use of the cemetery. Vegetation had only taken hold hard up against walls and 

other stonework, evidenced by dark bands in the sand, elsewhere for most of the life of 

the cemetery there would have been bare , mobile  sand. Grave cuts, in the few instances 

where they were visible during excavation, rapidly disappeared as the surface of sand 

dried and sand driven by the wind obscured them.  

Across most of Trench 1 the integrity of the archaeological evidence was good, with 

no evidence of modern disturbance. This was not the case, however, along the western 

edge of Trench 1. This area had been su bjected to severe visitor erosion followed by 

restoration in the 1970s, during which, along with the dumping of brick and concrete, a 

car had been buried in a deep erosional hollow. It is suspected that at  least an upper layer 

of graves had been lost to er osion, as the car was found to rest directly on several long 

cist graves and during its removal human bone was found intermixed with bits of 

carburettor and other car parts.  

 

The Stratigraphic Sequence  

 

The following stratigraphic sequence is based on evidence from Trench 1. Although burials 

have been assigned to a particular phase it must be borne in mind that we are looking at 

a continuum. Within this continuum some very clear stratigraphic horizons sep arating 

phases of burial and some unambiguous burial sequences were present. However, s ome 

burials ófloat ô in the sequence, and indicators such as relationship , similarity to other 

burials and depth within the wind -blown sand were amongst the criteria used to assign 

them to a particular phase. The reasoning for the broad date ranges is provided in the 

chronology section below.  

No human activity has been identifie d in Period I when wind -blown sand began to 

accumulate. An oval enclosure with a central rectangular feature was constructed in Period 

II, AD eighth century. In Period III a walled cemetery enclosure was constructed towards 

the end of the eighth century an d the first burials were placed in the ground. The cemetery 

continued in use until at least the eleventh century. This was followed by the construction 

of a stone -built chapel, accompanied by burials (Period IV), in the eleventh ïtwelfth 

century. A period o f decay and disuse then set in the sixteenth century (Period V).  

The deep stratigraphy of the site is shown in Figures 8 and 9.  
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Figure 8. The top drawing shows the face of the site exposed by the winter storms of 2014. The  bottom drawing shows the section of the east side (west - facing) of Trench 1 exposed in the 2014 excavation 

(see Fig. 7 for locations).  

 

  



11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 9. The top drawing shows the section of the east side (west - facing) of Trench 1 exposed in the 2019/21 excavation. The bottom drawing shows the section of the east side (west - facing) of Trench 1 

exposed in the 2015 -16 excavation (see Fig. 7 for locations).  
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Period I. Early sand accumulation  

 

Period I. Phase 1 .  The pr E/W ind -blown sand ground surface consisted of grey clay, 

revealed in two deep sondages at between 4.2m and 4.65m O.D. At this depth the sand 

immediately overlying the clay was saturated with ground water causing rapid slumping 

and collapsing of the sides of t he sondages, and thus it was not possible to examine the 

clay in any detail. However, similar clays have been recognised beneath foreshore peats 

(the submerged forest) at Whitesands and elsewhere on the Pembrokeshire coast. These 

peats have been dated to t he Mesolithic period (Lewis 1992).  

 

Period I. Phase 2 . A 1.2m ï1.6m thick deposit of wind -blown sand (84) accumulated over 

the old ground surface. The date when sand began to form is unknown.  

 

Period I, Phase 3 . The wind -blown sand stabilised and a 0.4m th ick soil formed (41). This 

was very distinct in the middle and southern parts of Trench 1; less so in the northern 

part.  It sloped gently up from south -west to north -east.  

 

Period II. Pre - cemetery features  

 

Period II Phase 1.  An east/west wall (150) was constructed from water -worn beach 

boulders and stones. Soil (41) had built up against this wall making it the earliest 

recognised built element of the site  (Figs 10, 11 and 12) . The date of its construction is 

unknown (it is po ssible that it was built at the same time as the oval enclosure and 

rectangular structure of Period II, Phase 2), but it remained a persistent landscape feature 

and was maintained and added to when the site was used as a cemetery, until it eventually 

disap peared beneath wind -blown sand. To the south a single episode of cultivation, 

possibly the result of ploughing but m ore  likely spade cultivation , represented by parallel 

soil marks (191) within soil 41 , was possibly contemporaneous with the construction wa ll 

190. These soil marks were recognised in a small pocket during the 2016 excavation. They 

may have originally extended further east, but the dry conditions of the 2021 excavation 

were not conducive to their recognition. Wall 150 was left in situ  at the e nd of the 

excavation.  
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Figure 10 . Left: wall 150, right, with later wall 42 to the left, looking west. The curved 

soil mark is probably a natural, erosional feature. Right: wall 150 in the foreground with 

wall 42 in the middle ground, looking south. Scales 1m intervals.  

 

 
 

Figure 11 . Cultivation marks 191 in soil 41. Either the result of ploughing or spade 

cultivation. Scale 0.1m intervals.  
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Figure 12 . Plan of Period II Phases 1 and 2.  
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Period  II , Phase 2 (mid -eighth century ) . Apart from wall 1 50 described above, t he earliest 

element s of the site consisted of a n oval stone -built enclosure with a roughly centrally  

placed  rectangular structure  (Figs 12ï15 ) . 

The builders of the enclosure wanted to create a level internal area and level tops 

to the enclosure walls. As the pre -existing soil (41) sloped gently up from south -west to 

north -east , this required them building a higher wall  on the west  and south -west  side and 

removing some of the soil (41) from the internal area.  

Internally, the oval enclosure measured 4.5m north / south  and 5.7m east / west  

(projected). The wall on the north side (629) had been par tially  removed by later burials, 

but sufficient survi ved to determine its character. It consisted of two concentric lines of 

rounded boulders  ð inner and outer wall faces  ð infilled with slightly smaller boulders and 

rounded stones, giving a wall between 0.9m and 1.0m wide. To provide a reasonably firm 

foundation the pre -existing soil (41) had been removed and the boulders bedded into the 

underlying wind -blown sand.  

 

 
 

Figu re 13 . The oval enclosure looking east, showing the central rectangular 

structure  (618), wall (629) to the left, wall (190) to the right and the entrance stones 

(648, 649) lower centre.  Scale 0.10m intervals.  
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Figure 14 . The oval enclosure looking east,  after removal of the central rectangular 

structure  and selected wall stones. Scale 0.10m intervals.  

 

The wall on the south side (190) was up to 2.0m wide and survived up to three 

courses externally on its south -west  side. It was similar to th e wall (629) on the north 

side, but in addition to internal and external wall faces, concentric lines of boulders had 

been placed within the makeup of the wall. On it s south -west  side the wall (190) rested 

on the pre -existing soil (41) but had been cut into soil as it ran towards the east . A section 

was cut through wall 190  (visible on Fig. 14 )  from which  a fragment of animal bone from 

directly beneath a boulder returned a radioca rbon determination of 657 -775 cal AD at two 

sigma calibration (SUERC -100762).  This date provides a terminus post quem for the 

construction of the oval enclosure and by extension the central rectangular structure.  

The walls (190 and 629) never stood more th an few courses high. There was no 

evidence to indicate that the enclosure was roofed or had a superstructure.  

The entrance to the enclosure was west - facing and  well defined on its north side 

by the clear terminal of wall 629 , less so on the  south side where a later grave had 

removed the terminal (190). The entrance was at least 1.0m wide. The main elements 

were three flat boulders (648) acting as steps and an up right boulder (649) between the 

outer step and middle step  (Fig. 15 ) . Initially ,  the upright boulder was interpreted as a 

blocking stone, effectively closing  off the entrance, but on closer examination it was clearly 

an integral part of the entrance functi oning as a stile ;  the upper edge of the upright was 

worn and slightly polished, the result of people climbing over it  in antiquity . A thin piece 

of shale (988) with incised decoration had been placed face down between two of the step 

slabs.  
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Figure 15 . The entrance to the oval enclosure. East to the left. Scale 0.10m intervals.  

 

The rectangular structure  (618) occupied a position on the east / west axis of the 

oval enclosure, slightly to the east of centre. It measured 1.4m east / west and 1.0 

north / south. Essentially it consisted of upright end and side stone slabs with a covering of 

horizontally laid  stone slabs  which were later covered with quartz stones  (Figs 16 and 17 ) .  
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Figure 16 . Plans and sections of rectangular structure 618 , showing the earliest elements 

top left through to the latest bottom right.  


