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1. Introduction and Acknowledgements 

1.1 Introduction 
The landscapes of the irorunaking industry of South East Wales represent an increasingly rare 
and important historic landscape and archaeological resource, which remains under considerable 
threat from a variety of developments f)·om reclamation and landscape renewal to residential and 
industrial development. For this reason the current project has been instigated, to assess the 
current state of survival/preservation of the ironworks landscapes of the northern coalfield rim, 
and inform conservation, protection and management requirements through providing 
recommendations for the proactive and long-ternl management the ironwork areas. 

In essence the work will help to ensW"e that any necessary change to industrial ironworks 
landscape is accommodated without sacrificing the essential integrity and coherence of the 
historic environment. 

The latter half of the twentieth century saw the wholesale clearance, reclamation and 
development of many industrial sites in the South East Wales region. Ironworks, in particular 
have been vumerable to landscape reclamation and renewal schemes, to such an extent that the 
vast majority of ironworks bave at least in part been affected, and the process is ongoing. 
Therefore, it is both opportune and welcome that this project has been instigated, conmlissioned 
and funded by Cadw as part of an on-going initiative. It is hoped that thi s report will provide the 
catalyst for the urgent consideration of the future conservation of ironworks and their associated 
landscapes. 

The CUlTent report sets out the results of the project, with a section defining the aims, and 
methodology. It also summarises the known and potential threats and provides general 
recOl11l11endations and establishes management/conservation priorities. 

The main body of the repOli, Section 8, identifies and describes the 25 identified transp0l1 
networks (43 sub-sections). These routes are mapped in the current landscape using a Maplnfo 
Geographical lnformation System, and figures have been produced to illustrate a selection of the 
best surviving areas/fealW"es. 

1.2 Acknowledgements 
The project was commissioned by Cadw and undertaken by the Glamorgan-Gwent 
Archaeological Trust in their remit as the regional archaeological body responsible for the 
understanding and preservation of much of the archaeological resource in southeast Wales. 

The Trust would like to thank the staff of the Glamorgan Record Offices, Cardiff and Swansea, 
Gwent Record Office and the National Library of Wales for their assistance, The National 
Assembly for Wales for their helpful assistance and the staff at the National Monuments Record 
(NMR), RCAHMW, Aberystwyth. The Trust would also like to thank Judith Alfrey ofCadw for 
providing comments and advice during the project. 

The report has been prepared by Richard Roberts and Charina Jones, with the assistance of other 
staff of the Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust, notably Gail Higginbotlom, Caroline 
Thomas, and Neil Maylan. The fieldwork was undertaken by Richard Roberts and Charina 
Jones. Digital mapping has been prepared by Charina Jones. 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

2. The Study Area 

The project entailed work on the ironworks and related features within the northern coal rim 
area. These are located witbin tbe respective Unitary Authorities: Blaenau-Gwent, Caerphilly, 
MeJ1hyr Tydfil, Monmouthshire, Neath Port-Tal bot, Rhondda Cynon Taff, and Torfaen. 

The study was initially limited to the nOJ1hern coalfield rim, specifically those sites described in 
L Ince 1993 171e South Wales Iron IndusIIY 1750-1885, Merton Press. The northern coalfield 
rim of South East Wales supplied over 30 major blast furnace iron-producing sites. 

Whilst Blaenavon and Merthyr Tydfil have undergone intensive study much of the rest of tJ1e 
nOJ1hern coalfield rim remains are little recorded. The RCAHMW through their upland survey 
and aerial mapping have studied this area as a priority and a lot of data is and will become 
available from them. There are many otJ1er local historians/archaeologists who have pub1ished on 
different parts of this area and the first edition OS map contains an extraordinary picture of this 
landscape at the end of its productive life. 

Between the 1790s and 1840s the Heads of the Valleys in pruticular was the largest producer of 
iron in Britain, if not the world. A major system of tramroads and railroads was developed to 
furnish the ironworks with raw materials; this system, with the possible exception of the North 
Eastern Coalfield of England, was 'by far the most extensive in Britain and therefore the World' 
(vru1 Laun 2001). The transp0l1 networks of South Wales were notable for a number of 
impOltanttecJmological advancements, such as the first use of the all-iron edge rail, and here the 
tramroad was developed to its highest f0l111 , witJ1 implications for the later development of public 
railways. 

Three major components of the ironworks related transpolt system have been identified: 

• the supply lines which extended ITom the limestone quanies of the northern outcrop to 
the furnaces (c. I OOkm overall length) 

• the supply lines which conveyed coal ITom the coal ru1d iron ore mines, which generally 
lay closer to the ironworks than the quanies (comprising a vast network of underground 
track) 

• the exit lines from the ironworks to the ports and canals and nearby markets (originally c. 
190km) 

The best surviving of these routes were the feeder routes from the limestone quarries, these were 
considered by van Laun to be ti1e most productive for further archaeological research; the routes 
to the coal and iron ore mines being largely underground or inaccessible, having been tipped 
over by continued workings or removed by land reclrunation, whilst the exit routes have by and 
lru'ge been obscured by later railways, and road development with the notable exception of the 
Merthyr Tranvoad, which has been excluded ITom the current study. Any meru1ingful 
exrunination of the routes to the vmous coal and iron ore extraction sites would require a 
substantial amount of desk-top study and original research, beyond the remit of the current 
project. It was therefore considered that the most productive approach would to limit the current 
study, almost exclusively to investigating tbe lines between the limestone quanies, the best 
surviving element of the network. 
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3. Purpose of Report - aims and applications 

A number of Industrial lronworking landscapes aJ'e well known and well protected. Notably the 
World Heritage Designation at Blaenavon, but protection is also afforded through Historic 
Landscape regi stration at for example Merthyr Tydfil. In other areas only those elements that are 
Scheduled or Listed are protected and consequently other elements of the laJldscape relating to 
the monument are more exposed to removal or impainnent through re-development. Industrial 
landscape reclamation and opencast is considered to be the main threat to these endangered and 
rapidly disappearing landscapes and their component elements. 

Monuments that are isolated from their context or that are only partially protected (i.e. where for 
exanlple the Engine House is Listed, but the coke ovens, casting structure remains are not) are 
less easily interpreted and understood. More particularly monuments should be understood 
within their wider context. Ironworks, wltich have distinctive different monument slruc1ures and 
supply/distribution infTastructure aJld sourcing points, which often survive in the adjacent 
landscape, aJ'e particularly suitable for such appreciation. 

However, whilst additional designation may extend protection this can only be applied where it 
is merited against defined criteria. Proactive management is needed not only of individual 
monuments but the surviving elements in the landscape that relate to their use. This can be 
achieved through local conservation initiatives; the industrial monuments tied in with ecological 
protection in aJnenity development. 

It was proposed that the study be initially limited to the northern coalfield rim, specifically those 
sites described in L Ince 1993 The South Woles Iron JndUSl1y 1750-1885, Merton Press. The 
northern coalfield rim supplied 30 major blast furnace iron-producing sites . A simple but 
valuable exercise comprised comparing evidence from depictions of the core ironwork areas on 
the I SI edition OS map with modem maps and aerial photograpltic material , with the intention of 
identifying what sw'Vives and is visible, what survives and is buried, aJld what has been 
destroyed. The bound3lies of the initial study were taken as the limits of the core ironworks areas 
and did not extend to wider transport links, waterworks and associated extraction si tes, which it 
is intended to cover in the futw·e. Validation was through site visits, consultation with local land 
reclamation departments and talking to local experts. Each ironworks core area was categorised 
as archaeologically sensitive areas, areas of archaeological potential or sterile areas. As a 
separate document a review of the scheduling of these sites could then be undertaken. 

Whilst there is this wealth of information Cadw are endeavouring to improve the protection and 
management of what is perhaps the most important aspect of Wales' hi story. Cadw would like to 
see this project attempt at building a consensus and paJtnership over how to tackle the protection 
and management issues and assimilate tile information gathered into these processes. This may in 
effect act as a scoping for a larger project to be taken forwaJ'd in future years. 

The study should ultimately provide tbe infoTlllation necessary to: 
• assess the CWTent state of survival/preservation, conservation and the recording requirements 

(of the ironworks landscapes of the northern coal lim) 
• inform future protection and management issues, including future scheduling proposals 

(regarding the ironworks landscapes of the northern coal rim) 
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• inform the relevant Unitary Authority on industrial ironworks landscape Issues in the 
planning process, including forward planning 

• assist in assessing the wider impact of future proposed development on industrial ironworks 
landscape. 

• assist in the evaluation oflhe aesthetic or amenity value of the industrial ironworks landscape 
• assist in measuring the effect of individual development proposals on the overall historic 

integrity and coherence of industrial ironworks landscapes, with particular reference to the 
issues of outright removal, severance, fragmentation or dislocation of the historic elements. 

• assess the cumulative effects of secondaIY or piecemeal changes over time. 

In essence the work will help to ensure that any necessary change to industJ;al ironworks 
landscape is accommodated without sacrificing the essential integrity and coherence of the 
historic environment. 

The report has been presented in such a way that upgrading of information can be considered 
through the medium of a GIS system, allowing data storage, manipulation, aIlalysis, 
interrogation, presentation and future update of infonnation. The lnfOlmation Technology 
component of this project will therefore be high and will see the creation of a dynamic and multi­
layered digital model for the study area. 

The project was designed to identify industrial ironworks landscapes, individual monuments 
within them that would mel;t further protection, and liase with conservation and other planning 
officers in respect of long-term protection and enhancement. In the first year it was intended to 
identify all potential candidates and examine in detail a representative sample of sites. 
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4. Methodology 

4.1 General 
1n year two of the project it is proposed to extend the study oUhvards from the core of 
manufacturing and processing sites to the routes of supply, and in particular the limestone 
railways and other early transport infrastructure. 

The histmy of these is well studied but tllis has been largely document-led and there has been 
little in the way of fieldwork to establish what survives on tlle ground. There has heen 
comprehensive coverage of several of the ironwork related transport systems in the Southeast 
Wales area: the Melthyr Tramroad (Archaeological Investigations), the tJ'amroad network around 
Blaenavon (Torfaen CBC and RCAHMW), and the Brecon Forest Tramroad (Dr. Stephen 
Hugbes, RCAHMW), while the Hereian project and Richard Phi pps at Growldwork Merthyr 
RCT are looking to develop a network of industrial trails, many of which will use tratnroads as 
part of the routes. Of particular relevance to this project is John van Laun 's Early LimeslOne 
Railways (2001), which provides a detailed account of the best-preserved element of the railway 
transport system, tlle lines which cmTied the fluxing limestone from quarry to furnace. 

It was decided that this assessment project would be field visiUsurvey driven rather thatl desk­
based led. Certain historic map data especially adVatlCe drawings for the Ordnance Survey atld 
Board of Health Plans were considered to be of particular use but application of tlle standard 
iterative desk-top study methodology to establish and enhance a project database was considered 
not to be a productive approach. It was also decided to exclude the well-covered Mel1hyr 
Tramroad, routes associated with Cyfarthfa and the area ofBlaenavon from the current project. 

At an early stage in the project it became increasingly obvious that the number of transport 
nehvorks relating to ironworks was extensive. The networks linked the core ironwork areas to 
both the sources of supply, i.e. mineral fields and extractive areas, but also to tlleir markets, and 
varied over time atld ranged from haulage roads, canals to tratnroads, railroads and railways. A 
study of the whole system at an appropriate level would have been rendered unrealistic by time 
constraints on the project, therefore a more achievable atld productive approach was adopted. It 
was decided to largely limit the study to the best surviving transpm1 nehvork elements directly 
relating to the core ironwork sites as identified during Year one of the project I; these were 
predominantly Tramroads, and mostly related to the ironwork's extraction sites. 

Based on John van Laun's Early Limestone Railways and information on the ironwork centres 
and early map sources collated during Year one of the project, a representative proportion of the 
resource was selected for field survey, atld consideration for protection proposals. These 
include, atl10ng otllers the Abersychan Railway; the L1am-march Railroad; the Llam-march 
Tramroad; the Clydach Railroad; Clydach incline; Disgwylfa Tratnroad; the Trevil Railroad, 
Rassau Railroad; Hall's Trevil Tramroad; the Rllymney Tramroad; Twynau Gvvynion Tramroads 
(2 lines); Morlais (east) Tramroad and Rai lway; Morlais (west) Tramroad; Tappenden's 
Tramroad; and Mr Glover's Railroad. These were chosen on the basis of association with 
various ironworking centres, where the surviving remains are considered to be of high quality, 
and on landscape interconnect ivity, in addition to typological atld historical considerations. This, 

1 See Appendix 1 for details. 
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it was felt wou ld allow greater scope for landscape interpretation and understanding of tile 
industrial archaeological resource and the processes involved. 

The project involved some interrogation of the computerised Regional Sites and Monuments 
Record , the ENDEX data of the National Monuments Record with reference to information on 
the Cof1ein, supplemented by other readily available primary and secondary data . It was found 
that SMRlNMR enquiry allowed data recovered by other means to be con·elated. More general 
works and articles and other readily available sources were also be consulted and expeJ1ise 
drawn from historians and archaeologists working in the area. Original research, beyond map 
regression to check various details, was not carried out as part of the CWTent project. While it 
was not the intention to undertake original research, where this was considered to be a relevant 
and beneficial approach at some future date this has been identified. 

Rapid map regression undertaken during the previous year, based chiefly on ~vailable 
caJ10graphic material (early OS, Tithe and Estate maps), was used , in conjunction with essential 
secondary sources, during the current year's project to understand and determine the 
development/phasing and integrity of the industrial landscapes. In this way a comparison 
between the historic, and caJtographic evidence and tile modem landscape was made. This also 
allowed the routes of transpOlt infTastructure to be checked and chart.ed and provided evidence of 
the potential extent of and current survival of identified transport networks and key identified 
elements, prior to confmnation through survey in the field (see section 6, below). As a separate 
document, a review of the level statutory protection afforded these traJlsport sit es could then be 
undertaken. 

The current report has been presented in such a way that upgrading of information can be 
considered through the medium of a GIS system. This allowed data storage, manipulation, 
analysis, interrogation, and presentation. Future updating of infOllllation, as necessaJY, will be 
facilitated by thi s approach. The Information Technology component of tlIis project has been 
significant and included the creation of a dynamic and multi-layered digital model for the study 
area. 

4.2 Final Task Breakdown 

I.Review and compile baseline documentation 
o Rapid review and compilation of documentation 
o Review copies of I st edition I :2500 OS maps, etc, for each transport site 
o Compi le source list and bibliography for project 
o Collate in[OIl11ation on recent and current archaeological survey and investigation of 

transp0l1 sites 
o Revise existing GGA T lists and produce distribution maps 

2. Review current state of protection and threats 
o Establi sh current and proposed extent of scheduling I listing 
o Investigate details of current UA plaJlslWDA programmes 

3. Undertake selective field investigation 
o Visit selected transpOJ1 sites (i.e. field validation) 
o Ascertain extent of surviving remains 
o Ascertain quality of surviving remains 
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o Undertake rapid mapping (annotated enlarged 1 :2500 base), description and photographic 
recording suffi cient to illustrate extent and quality of surviving remains) 

4. Review the assembled data 
o Consider and detennine the needs and pliorities for future recording 
o Consider proposals for protection 
o Discuss conclusions with Cadw 

5. Compile and disseminate report 
o Compile text 

o Briefly review background history of the transport system associated with the 
ironworks of the northern coal rim, historiography, recent research, and significance 
and importance of individual transport sites 

o Review relative historical significance and importance of individual linear sites 
o Provide summaJY description of surviving remains and review significaJlce 
o Review threats and current management proposals, aJld assess likely impacts 
o Review and discuss priorities in ternlS of detailed field recording 

o Make any additional reconmlendations (i.e. proposals for protection), as necessruy 
o Format schedules for individual sites, determine and produce appendices and tables, and 

produce indexes to documentation aJJd field indexes 
o Prepare illustrations for report 
o Produce rep0l1 using DTP facilities 
o Submit report to Cadw 
o Provide copies to interested parties (SMR, NMR, and Local Planning Authorities) 
o Bibliography, key references and other sources 

6. Additional presentation (future programme to be agreed) 
o Presentation of mapping in GIS format 
o Recommendations for further study, where appropriate 
o Assimilation aJJd dissemination of the data to relevant bodies, via the Website 
o Bilingualism to be incorporated in Ihe final rep0l1, subject 10 separate funding 

4.3 General Criteria Usedfor Categorising Individual interests 

The following criteria in addition to those detailed in 7.1 were also used to assess the 
archaeological value of surviving sections. 
The condition of individual sites and the general overall condition of surviving remains has 
bearing on the value of the sites themselves and on the value that they impart within a wider 
landscape context. The condition of individual sites have been recorded following the system 
used by the GGA T SMR, using the following criteria: 

• lntact: the site is intact 
• Near intact: the site is nearly intact 
• DaJnaged: the site has been moderately danlaged 
• Near destroyed: the site has nearly been destroyed 
• Destroyed: the site has been destroyed 
• Restored: the site has been restored 
• Moved: the site has been moved (usually finds) 
• Not known: the condition of the site is not known 
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For the purposes of this report , rarity is assessed at regional level only. The following criteria 
are used: 

• High: very few sites of this type are known 

• Medium: the site is not unusual , but cannot be considered common 

• Low: the site is quite common 

Group association is where a connection between sites within the landscape can be demonstrated. 
These will usually be of the same period, but may include groups where the presence of an 
earlier site or sites has led to the fonnation of a later complex, or where an earlier site or sites can 
be shown to have acquired impOt1ance as part of a later complex. The criteria are as follows: 

• High: the si te fonns part of an intercOlmected complex occupying a clearly definable 
landscape where little or no fragmentation has occurred 

• Medium: the site is part of an intercOlmected complex which is either limited in scope or 
badly fragmented 

• Low: there are few or no other sites which are associated 

Historical association is where there is a link between the site and known historical or cultural 
persons or events. Only sites with certain or possible association can be assessed for importance, 
and histOlical association can only increase the importance of a site; the absence of it will never 
decrease its importance. 

Historical association- identification 

• Certain 

• Possible 

• Unknown 

Historical associatiol1- imporlance 

• High 

• Medium 

• Low 

The assigmnent of values to identified interests requires consideration of the reliability and 
accuracy of the source data, ranging from fully-recorded features seen in open excavation to 
antiquarian comments on finds of note from a poorly-defined location. The confidence with 
which the values have been assigned is noted, using the following criteria: 

• Very high: existing infonnation is derived from excavation to modem standards will1 full 
supporting detail 

• High: existing infonnation is reliable and detailed 

• Medium: existing information is apparently reliable but limited in detail 

• Low: existing infotmation is too limited to allow its reliability to be assessed 
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5. Background 

Main features relating to tramroads and rail roads 
There are a number of physical features that make up the surviving tralfU'oad routes, these are 
listed below. The survival of tramroad related features varies according to the location, 
subsequent use and development of the routes and good survival unsurprisingly has a marked 
geographic bias towards the ' less developed' upland areas beyond the industrial urban valley 
centres, though there are a few exceptions: for example IWTO I 4 Mr Glover' s Railroad at 
Hirwaun with its scheduled causeway (SAM BR157) and the surviving sections IWTOI3(ii), 
(iii), (ix), Tappendens' Trarnroad, at Aberdare between Abernant and Gadlys. Where 
particularly good examples of these features survive, usually found in combination, though 
occasionally in isolation, these have been used as indicators of good condition/survival. 

The main trmfU'oad features can be sWllmarised as follows: 

• Forn)ations, including track bed 

• Cuttings 

• Emballkmentslrevetments 

• Causeways 

• IUllctions/turnouts 

• Tunnels 

• Bridges/culverts 

• Bridge abutments 

• Inclined planes (inclines) 

• Winding houses/gear for inclined planes 

• Staithes 

• Stone blocks 

• Sleepers 

• Plates, rails, chairs or sills 

Typically, tramroad formations consist of a slightly raised trackbed usually constructed of earth 
and stone, sometimes revetted with low stone walls. The upper surface is usually of stone 
chippings or gravel. Along this fonnation are laid either sleepers (usually wooden but iron has 
also been used) or large stone blocks to support tramroad plates and rails. Trmnroad routes often 
made use of the natural contour along hillsides. Where the fonnation required to be raised upon 
a higher embankment for example to accommodate a shallow drop in ground level, revetment 
usually of stone was used to retain the embankment and strengthen tile fonnation and prevent 
erosion. Emb3J1kments constructed of earth were also used to cross undulating groWld to 
maintain the level of the tramroad, these filled dips/gaps of varying size and were sometimes 
revetted with stone to prevent erosion. Where these crossed small streams a culvert might be 
incorporated, as cm) be seen frequently along the Trevil Tramroad, for example. Similarly 
causeways were constructed, usually on a larger scale and comprising of pairs of stepped stone 
retaining walls containing an earth or rubble core and incorporating culverts or arches (Hughes 
1990, 317) such as that swviving at Hirwaun lronworks. Alternatively bridges were built, early 
ones were usually constructed of wood, however these timber bridges no longer swvive and m'e 
only evidenced by surviving bridge abutments or very occasionally by timber supports remaining 
in situ (Hughes 1990, 326). Wooden bridges were largely replaced by stone bridges such as that 
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at Gelli-isaf. lTOn bridges were also built altJlOugh are less common than stone, for example, that 
at Robelistown, Aberdare. 

To avoid steep changes in incline and minimise use of inclined planes, cuttings were often made 
through the landfonn to maintain the gradient of the tramroad. Cut1ings are recognisable by a 
substantial bank either side of the tramroad , occasionally revetted for stability, an example of a 
large section of cutting can be found along the Rhymney Limestone Railway as it approaches 
Twynau Gwynion quarry. Where ten-ain was too WlaCC0l11lnodating tunnels were sometimes 
created below the ground surface, for example, Harford 's tunnel at Ebbw Vale. 

Inclines or inclined planes designed to allow rapid decent or change in level of a tranlToad 
system were primarily used within the quarry areas themselves; however, examples can be found 
elsewhere such as Tappendens' Tramroad incline. This example was steam powered whereas 
early inclines were worked by chains then later by ropes as at Llal11-maTch. The precise-methods 
of construction of the various components in this study area have by and large not been 
investigated and may therefore warrant further study. 

Most of the tramroadslrailroads surveyed featured stone blocks at some point in their 
constJuction, this is known as a pennanent way as stone blocks are less movable than iron chairs 
or sills, and having no scrap value, are most often left in situ. These were cheaper than wooden 
sleepers and 'became almost universal for four decades, appearing to be another innovation of 
South Wales ' (van Laun 200 I, 202). John van Laun discusses the importance of these as an 
archaeological resource for investigating the particulars of the tranlToadJrailroad itself. For 
example the length of rail can be gleaned from the longitudinal spacing of the stone blocks. The 
width of slU"Yiving blocks of both sides of the tracks can give a good estimation of the gauge of 
track, a number of wear mark and cuts can help in identifying the type and measurements of rail 
used, whether chairs were used and how they were fixed. During the field study stone blocks 
were often found with holes or spikes in situ indicating the use of Outram type notched plates, 
whereas absence of spike holes indicates the use of sills to hold the rai I in place (van Laun 200 I, 
28). 

John van Laun 's work is crucial to the understanding of the typology of the transport networks 
surveyed in this study as it remains a rare investigation along with Stephen Hughes' The 
Archaeology of an Early Railway System: the Brecon Forest Tramroads (1990) into the type and 
construction of traI11Toads in tlle South East Wales area. These studies exanline a number of 
elements such as chairs, rails weaI' marks and gauges, tllese are beyond the scope of the study 
undertaken by GGA T which concentrated on the overall sUl"Yival of identified networks. As such 
it must be remembered that the table in Appendix IV provides all overview of the type and 
components of these networks largely based on above ground survey and from few finds. 
Documentary evidence has allowed further conclusions about measurements and weights and 
gauges of tranlToads to be dJ"awn (see van Laun 200 I). However, the table in Appendix IV only 
provides an indication of what sUl"Yives aIld carmot be taken as definitive as further exploratOlY 
investigation may reveal new evidence. AJso given that many traI11Toads were altered and re-laid 
throughout their working lives and following disuse, there is some potential for remains to 
sUl"Yive in a buried state. In this way features not currently recorded as associated with a 
paIiicular system may in fact remain to be discovered. Where the history of the route is known, 
dates along with their corresponding phases have been noted. 
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Overview of Typology (after van Laun 2001) 
The earliest [OIm of transportation used for moving raw materials to the ironworks was by 
packhorse or mule, along trackways and lanes (van Laun 2001, 11). Horse traction continued to 
be employed with the development of the tramTOads/railroads, which largely occurred from the 
mid-18th century. 

The main difference between railroadlwagonway, and tramTOad (or tramway) is that the fonner 
has flanged wheels running on edge rails, whilst the latter had ' the flange on the L-section plate 
and the wheel was plain ' (van Laun 200 I, 14). 

Wooden 
The initial developments in railroads were wooden wagonways. These developed around 
Newcastle and Shropshire and were frrst credited to Huntingdon Beaumont with the-two-mile 
line built in 1603-4 at Wollaton (van Laun 2001, 15). Wheels of both these systems were 
flanged, with rails of square wood fixed to transverse wooden sleepers. In Shropshire the use of 
smaller wagons and a narrower gauge allowed the lines to run light to the coal face: this type 
spread and dominated in South Wales until 1800. 'In 1697 Sir Humphrey Mackworth built a 
railway ..... in this manner. .. from the coalface down to the River Neath (van Laun 2001, 16). 
An example of this is the early Mr Glover's Railroad (lWTOI4) dating to c. 1786. 

Cast-iron 
Cast-iron plates were not introduced until 1767, when they were employed at Coalbrookdale, 
Shropshire. These early plates comprised 'flat cast-iron plates laid on top of wooden under-rails 
and held by nails through projecting lugs '. "It is to thi s phase of development that we may date 
the introduction of railways to the Heads of the Valleys, most likely under .I01m Guest and 
Francis Homfray who had ironworks at Broseley; both were influential ironmasters in Merthyr 
Tydfil by 1782" (van Laun 2001,16). The above represents an intermediate phase between all 
wood and all iron rails. 

It is widely accepted that the first all cast-iron rails (bar rails) were produced at Dowlais in 1791 , 
however Plymouth accounts indicate that all iron rails were being produced as early as 1787 (van 
Laun 2001,203-204). The Dowlais rails have been described as being "6 feet long, 3 pin holes 
in them, mitred at the ends, 3 inches broad at bottom, 2 Y, in. top & near 2in. thick" (van Laun 
200 I, 16), the type of male and female joints used are thought to reflect Thomas Dadford 's 
familiarity with those used on the Caldon Low Railway. Both the Monmouthshire and 
Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal Companies used this type of rail for their railroads from the 
1790s; it became the standard along the Heads of the Valleys but appears to have been rarely 
used elsewhere (van Laun 200 I, 17). These rails were placed on transverse sleepers of timber 
(found at Penydarren (van Laun 2001, 201)) or iron, before stone blocks became more common. 
The use of stone blocks was first recorded in 1792 in relation to proposals of the Morunouthshire 
Canal Company. 

For trarnroads, John CUrT pioneered the conversion from wooden flanged rails to iron tramplates, 
first using them underground at Sheffield in 1787 (van Laun 200 I, 18). The CUrT type was first 
used above ground in Derbyshire in 1788 with a small gauge, also seen in South Wales in the 
same year when Plymouth cast 176 for James Cockshutt. These may have been used for 
Dowlais' Twynau Gwynion line, either nailed to wooden dovetailed sleepers or morticed 
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together with a small spike or pin (van Laun 200 I, 19). Plates cast at the Plymouth ironworks 
from 1794 (4ft eared plates c. 441b) following Curr's mortice design , for a time set the standard 
(van Laun 2001 , 206). 

After 1788 tram road development in South Wales adopted Curr's practice, experimenting with 
holding the plate to the sleeper, in his fashion either by nai Is at the rail ends, dovetailed sleeper, 
or morticed joint. The idea of dovetailed sills originated on railroads and first appeared in 1792 
on the lines of the Monrnouthshire Canal Company. Dovetailed sills were hard to cast, and as a 
result adoption of the method was slow, however they became widespread at turn of nineteenth 
century and were used at both Twynau Gwynion and RJlymney. A fllliher tramroad variation 
was favoured by Outram, having a much wider gauge of 3ft 4in or 4ft 2in compared to Curr's 2ft 
gauge, this became popular from 1799. A later development was chairs, whjch were in use from 
the I 850s, replacing sills. 

'Benjamin Outram (1764-1805) is generally considered the prime mover in the development of 
the surface plateway in South Wales. .lolUl Hodgekjnson (1779-1861), Out ram 's relative and 
assistant, long continued his practice of fixing plates directly to stone blocks' (van Laun 200 I, 
19). Outram's type of cast-iron plate rails were heavier than Curr's and designed for a larger 
gauge, primarily for surface lines. These plate rails are generally 3ft long and identifiable by tJle 
tapered notch for the spike at each end of the plate and the lugs on the irlller side of the rail. 
Outram increased his reputation by setting high standards of track preparation and laying; 
guaranteeing his plates for a period ifhe cast and laid them himself. Outram's sa le pitch resulted 
in the MCC and B & A canal companies converting to his type from 1799 onwards. This type 
dominated tramroad construction in South Wales until the 1830s. Another trademark of Outram 
is the stone block (van Laun 200 I, 21). Despite their popularity plate rails were, however, more 
defective than edge rails. Dirt collected on the plate, increasing friction with the wheels. In 
response to thi s wheels were made narrower with the idea of cutting through the dirt, however, 
they also cut through the plate. In addition repairs cost less for edge rails and they also allowed 
more weight to be carried along them (van Laun 200 I, 22). In 1800 the Plymouth Ironworks 
was making 'Outram pattern ' plates known to be used on the Morlais (ITWOI I and lWT012) 
and Penyd31Ten tr3111roads (van Laun 200 1,208). 

Regarding the development of cast-iron rails, the fish-bellied or T-shaped rail was adopted due to 
its better strength qualities: William .lessop added a bottom flange, and its final fonn was 
achieved by Stephenson and Lash in their patent design of 1816 (van Laun2001, 17). 

Sills or chairs were also used. Constructed of iron, sills were predominantly used to hold cast­
iron plates in position, usually stabilised by a tie bar and useful for retaining the gauge. These 
were variously pinned to wooden sleepers (van Laun 2001, 22-23) or placed on stone blocks by 
iron stakes driven through one or more holes. These holes were found in many of the recorded 
stone blocks and occasionally iron stakes were recorded in situ during the fieldwork component 
of this study. The earliest known tranrroad sill was cast at Ebbw Vale 1794 for Nantyglo, an 
improved version has been found in number on the Blorenge, formerly part of the Blaenavon 
Trar11road. Also used on Tredegar's Trevil Tramroad (IWT007) of 1804, was a horned variety 
resting on small stone blocks. Examples of dovetailed si lls, possibly inspired by Curr's 
dovetailed sleeper (van Laun 200 I, 209) can be found on line 4 of the Twynau Gwynjon used by 
RhynUley before 1807 (v31l Laun 2001, 208). The RJlyn1l1ey type of dovetailed sill, first seen at 
Hill's tram road about 1817 and later used at Disgwylfa (IWT006) and Liangattock (IWT005), 
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became the most frequently used found (van Laun 200 I, 209). The use of iron keys with cast 
iron plates is thought to be unique to Liangattock (van Laun 200 1,2 10). 

The use of chairs appears to be less common than sills, however this use is more common in 
South Wales than in England and Scotland, and increased after the anival of wrought-iron plates. 
These were used for holding plates and also rail s in position by pinning to the underlying sleeper 
or stone block. Chairs were usually more substantiallheavier than sills, the latter being easy to 
move and reuse. Relatively light and simple dovetailed designs are found on Tredegar line after 
1852 in compatison to the larger design reminiscent of main line railway chairs adopted from the 
1850s for the Rhynmey Limestone Railway (van Laun 2001 , 212). The libbed wrought-iron 
plates needed a different pattern leading to the demise of the dovetail type, by this date the chair 
was usually fixed to a wooden sleeper. Large chairs are still used on modem railway lines. 

'''rought-iron 
The change to wrought-iron allowed edge rail s to ' leap forward ' over plate rails (van Laun 2001, 
21 I). This matelial was inherently stronger thatl cast-iron, which was notably brit11e and could 
be produced in longer lengths (up to 15ft in length) WitJl fewer joints; for thi s reason wrought­
iron rapidly becanle the standard. The earliest non-bellied Birkenshaw rail s were laid in 1820-1 , 
whilst the earliest fish-bellied were rolled for the Stockton and Darlington in 1822. From the 
1830s a variety of slightly different types generically known as T-rails, generally spiked directly 
to sleepers, was widely adopted. South Wales was, however, slow in the uptake of this type 
more usually associated with locomotives (van Laun 200 I, 2 I I) . By 1840 the double-headed rail 
was common, eventually to be replaced by the ' long-lived bullhead rail ' . Brunei's bridge rail 
' was widely adopted on industrial lines from the 1850s. Both these types were usually spiked 
straight to sleepers, others were held in chairs fixed by cross pins and then by iron or wooden 
keys (van Laun 2001, 18). In South Wales the adoption of the simple L-shaped type occurred 
from the 1850s, of1en attested to by chairs; lines known to have used L-shaped rail include 
Morlais West (IWTOI2), the Rhynmey Limestone Railway (JWTOI6) and Penderyn (IWTOI3), 
as well as the later locomotive lines of Brinore (JWTO I 7) atld Tredegar Trat11foad (fWTO 18) 
(van Laun 2001, 21 1). 

Railways 
The main attributes of a railway distinguishing it from a railroad or tramroad at·e as follows. The 
gauge of the railway i.e. tJle distatlce between tlJe two parallel rails upon which the wheels run is 
wider. For railways this measurement is 4 ft 8 y, in , which became known as 'standard gauge'. 
Additionally, the rails at·e usually heavier and stronger, made of iron and later of steel , and set in 
substantial chairs fixed to wooden or concrete sleepers. Stone blocks or sills at·e not used. Later 
railways also have a fiJ111er trackbed fonnation of compressed eartJl, stone and gravel to prevent 
movement of the railway. The wider gauge along with substantial rails and track bed fOJ111ation 
allow heavier loads to be carned atld most importantly allow locomotive transportation. Five 
mineral railways existed in the general area before 20tll century, four of which lie within the 
study area defined for the current project. The earliest is the Abersychan Limestone Railway 
(lWTOO I) c. 1830, which unique to South Wales had wrought-iron fish-belly rails. As early as 
1838 Dowlais had reconstructed the trat11foad to Morlais east (lWTOl1) as a statldard gauge 
railway, later partly replaced by the Dowlais Bratlch of the Brecon & Merthyr Railway. The 
Rhynmey Limestone Railway (IWTOI 6), also originally a tramroad, was converted to standat·d 
gauge by 1870. The Trevil Railroad (JWT007) was reconstructed from the 1850s with wrought­
iron rail s, retaining its earlier 3ft 8in. gauge atld only being worked by locomotive after 1900. 
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Railway track employed in Southeast Wales generally comprised repl acement T-rails in chairs 
from about 1840, later 19th centUly/early 20th century lines complised flat-bottomed rails 
atypically held in chairs (with the usual wooden keys) usually double-headed rail , or as 
evidenced at Twynau Gwynion and Trevil , bullhead rail (van Laun 2001, 216- 217). 
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6. Fieldwork 

Fieldwork formed a dominant element of the cun-ent project: a cross-section of ironworks related 
transport networks within the study area with the exclusion of the Blaenafun area, which had 
been extensively covered by recent HistOlic Landscape Characterisation work, were selected for 
survey. Emphasis was put on those routes, which related to the best surviving examples of the 
core ironworks landscapes identified in Year one of the project2 A selection of transport routes 
relating to less-well preserved core areas was also included in the sun1ey. 

The transport networks selected for rapid survey were based on the results of Year one of the 
project relating to the ironwork aJ'eas identified from [nce 1993, and other secondary sources, 
primatily John van Laun's Early Limestone Railways (2001), but also Stephen Hughes' study, 
Tile Brecon Forest Tramroads (1990) and John Mear's Aberdare The Railways and Tramroads 
(1999). To this end a walkover survey was undertaken benveen the 18th May and 15 th July 2005, 
along the routes of twenty-five identified ironworks related transport nenvorks. These were 
further subdivided into branch sections for ease of survey; the result was that some forty-four 
tramroad/railroad sections were identified in all. The visited ironworks related transport 
networks are given in Table I. 

The site visits in conjunction with documentary and cal10graphic sources werc undertaken to 
validate the current state of ironwork transport features previously identified from searches of 
data collections of the NMR and SMR, and to establish the current condition/survival, or 
potential for survival of the archaeological resource along the identified transp0l1 routes. A total 
of 45 SMR interests and 22 NMR interests (see Appendix lll) were identified prior to fieldwork 
taking place. Fieldwork, in the form of rapid survey, resulted in the identification of an 
additional 213 individual interests (detailed in Appendix Il). Where possible the additional 
interests have been cross-referenced to those noted by Jolm van Laun. 

The fieldwork entailed the walking of the selected transpol1 network routes. The condition and 
extent of surviving sections of the transport networks was noted during the fieldwork , and 
general management priorities identified. The location of sections was accurately detennined 
using a handheld GPS. The field visit also allowed an initial identification of those sections 
where consideration of protection through scheduling might be further investigated. 

Where previously known sites were visited during fieldwork, their current condition was noted 
and any management priorities identified. Where new features were identified, other details 
were recorded in addition including location (where possible NGRs were established by GPS), 
type and btief description. It should be noted that this survey is not exhaustive due to time 
constraints and the sheer quantity of surviving remains encountered along some of the routes; for 
example extensive numbers of stone blocks within IWT006 were not recorded as individual finds 
but constitute pat1 of the section description as they characterised the entire section. Detailed 
follow-on surveys are recommended where it is felt it would be beneficial to supplement the 
level of infomlation generated by this rapid survey. A photographic record of both individual 
features and sections was made using digital photography. A full digital photographic record 
fonns part of the main project archive. 

2 Robcl1S, R, 2005, Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes Year 1: the core ironworks areas 
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T bl J T a c : t k "t dd' ran sport ne wor S VIS} e uno!:?: proJect 
Ironworks Transport Name NGRJ NGR2 

Number' 
lWTOOI Abersychan Limestone Rail\\·ay SO 28199 04626 SO 26061 03469 
lWT002 L1am-march Railroad SO 22930 13305 SO 2129312123 
lWT002a L1am-march Railroad (Waunllapna) SO 2191812096 SO 21800 11301 

lWT003 Llam-march Tramroad SO 24383 14541 SO 2185712204 
lWT003a L1am-march Tramroad Pen-Ffyddlwn SO 22056 12337 SO 21857 12204 

IWT004 Clydach Railroad SO 24361 14610 SO 16476 ]]539 
lWT005 Bailey's L1angattock Tramroad SO 2111915287 SO 19097 10916 
lWT006 Disgwylfa Main 1'ramroad SO 2189014314 SO 19947 13179 
lWT006a Disgwylfa Pant Draenog SO 21711 14082 SO 21691 13683 

lWT006b Disgwyl fa East SO 219 1614255 SO 2169313678 
lWT006c Disgwylfa West S02 ]]71 14782 SO 2181914279 
IWT006d Disgwylfa Main (conjectured) SO 19939 13179 SO 19152 12794 
IWT006e Disgwylfa Main (south) SO 19155 12784 SO 19079 10592 
lWT007 Trevil Railroad Main Line SO ]]938 13594 SO 14668 11511 
IWT007a Trevil Railroad Beaufort Line SO 17320 12387 SO 16204 ]]536 
lWT007b Trevil Railroad Ebbw Vale Line SO 1689310961 SO 17218 09703 
IWT007c Trevil Railroad Sirhowy Line SO 14464 11149 SO 1437610390 
lWT007d Trevil line to VictOIia SO 1705 I 09926 SO 1705907670 
IWT008 Rassau Railroad SO 16891 10968 SO 1436210 172 
lWT009 Hall's Trevil Tramroad SO ]]631 13981 SO I 152007342 
!WTOI0 Rhynmey Tramroad Branch SO 13228 10492 SO 10844 09160 
lWTO]] M_orlais East Tramroad and Railway SO 05093 09982 SO 07235 07676 
lWTOl2 Morlais \Vest Tramfoad SO 04929 09972 SO 05600 070 13 
lWTOl3 Tappendens' Tramroad SN 9616405313 SO 01512 02181 
IW1'Ol3a Tappendens' Tramroad \Vest SN 88712 06736 SN 96026 05356 
IWT014 Mr Glover's Railroad SN 94123 08950 SN 9615 I 05323 
1WT014a Mr Glovers Railroad Bryngwyn SN 96054 05351 SN 978 I 1 04063 

Extension 
lW1'Ol5 Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 SO 07533 09772 SO 07476 09373 
lWTOl5a Twynau Gwynion 1'ramroad line 2 SO 06983 10046 SO 10324 09163 
rWT015b Twynau Gwynion Tranu-oad line 3 SO 06481 10420 SO 07472 09369 
IWTO l5c Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 4 SO 06470 10340 SO 07755 08588 
lWTOl6 Rhymney Limestone Railway SO 0637810782 SO I 1083 07066 
lWTOl7 Bryn Oe .. Tramroad SO II 739 10056 SO I I 777 09203 
lWTOl8 Tredegar Tramroad SO 12042 12695 SO 14155 09189 
lWT019 Ebbw Vale Private Line SO 14365 10187 SO 17158 09745 
lW1'019a Ebbw Vale Private line addition SO 14357 10090 SO 1439209282 
lWT020 Bute Tramroad SO 0804108319 SO 10593 07923 
IWT021 Beaufort Tramroad SO 16887 11204 SO 16969 09797 
lWT022 Protheroe's Tramroad SN 87327 04800 SN 85973 04714 
IW1'022a Venal It Tramroad SN 86862 05928 SN 86814 05131 
lWT023 Banwen Quarries Tramroad SN 86447 09726 SN 8573910015 
lWT023a Banwen Coelbren Junction SN 8509011317 SN 8604 I 10476 

3 Numbers prefixed by lWT in main text 
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IWT024 Ystalyfera SN 76755 09387 SN 76334 07597 
IWT025 Nant y glo - Beaufort SO 19080 11 674 SO 17060 11 328 
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Figure 1: Location of Tramroads Subject to the Present Study 
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7. Results 

7. 1. Condition and Archaeological Significance 

As part of the field work the presence/absence of surviving remains along the various transpOJi 
routes (i.e. of the main routes and branches) was noted. Each transpOJi network was then 
subdivided along its surviving route(s) according to condition; this is summarized within Table 
2, below. The following condition ratings were devised and used in relation to the overall 
condition of each section: 

A - Intact: well-preserved formation with abundant associated features visible in situ. 

B - Moderately Intact: fomlation in good condition, occasionally with associated features visible 
in situ, and high potential for buried remains. 

C - Damaged: [onnation and or features sW"vive in disturbed condition, or out of situ. 

D - Substantially Damaged: fOJ1llation and or features survive in a heavily disturbed condition 
with form and function no longer obvious. 

E - Altered: fonnation (oftramroads/railways) survives with upper surface in altered state, some 
potential for buried remains 

U - Unknown: unknown surviving potential (e.g. sites inaccessible for survey, i.e. those on 
private land, or hidden by vegetation). 

The overall archaeological significance or potential of the resource on a network-by-network 
bas is was arrived at through considering the following factors (see also section 4.3 above): 

• Rarity - in temlS of period, type, etc 
• Representativeness - representative range of elements 
• Survival - percentage survival 
• Condition - overall condition of surviving elements 
• Group Value - structural/functional coherence of surviving features, but also wider 

ironwork group value 
• Coherence - retention of historic meaning and significance 
• Integrity - survival of original character or fonn 
• Potential - potential for future study or analysis 
• Amenity - potential for development for public educational recreational anlenity 
• Association - to events, figures, technological advancement, or availability of 

document3Jyevidence 
• Sta tns - statutory protection 

The archaeological significance 3JTived at was allocated one of the following values: 

• High 
• Medium 
• Low 
• Unknown 
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The condition rating, overall percentage survival and overall archaeological significance of the 
transpOlt networks is presented within Table 2, below. 

Of the forty-tlu'ee tTansport networks and branches ten, that is only 4.3%, were fowld to have 
routes surviving to 50% or more of their original length. In tenns of overall archaeological 
significance twelve networks and branches were considered to be of high overall archaeological 
significance, six of high-medium significance, whilst the remainder were considered to be of 
medium, medium-Iow, low, or unknown significance, on the criteria given above. Those 
transpOlt networks and branches with a high or high-medium overall significance rating were 
fUliher assessed for possible consideration for future protection (i .e. scheduling). 

Table 2: Current condition, percentage survival and archaeoloe,ical significance 
Transpol1 
Network 
Number 

IIWTOOI 
! 
, 
IIWT002 

I1WT002a 

1WT003 

IIWT003a 

' IWT004 
I 

i .. 
IIWT005 

IJWT006 

! 

Name 

!AberSYChan Limestone Railway 

! 
1Uam-l11arch Railroad 

I 
il'arn-marc}, Railroad (Waunilapria) 

1 Llam-march Tramroad 

Condition Rating 

TWTOOI(i): D 

IWTOOI(ii): A 

IIWT002(i): B 

IIWT002(ii): D 

pWT002a(i): B 

jIWT003(i): B 

/WT003(ii): D 

IIWT003(iii): A 

.IWT003(iv): B 

IIWT003(V): A 

:Llam-march Tramroad Pen-Ffyddlwll iIWT003a: D 
i ' 
!Clydach Railroad IIWT004(i): B 

I
IWT004(ii): C 

I T\VT004(iii): B 

IWT004(iv): E 

(Bailey's L1angattock Tramra"ad 
I 
! Disgw0fa'M~i;'Tra-n~~'o~-ci 
I 

IWT004( v): E 

,T\VT004( vi): C 

IWT005: D 

IWT006(i): D 

IWT006(ii): B 

I 
IW1'006(iii): D 

IW1'006(iv): B 

IIWT006(V): C 

IIWT006(Vi): B 

IIWT006(vii): C 

20 

% Overall 
Survival 

i55% 

, 
' 11 % 

4% 

35% 

0% 

20% 

100% 

Overall Archaeological 
Significance -

:High : 
, , 

jHigh-Mediull1 

"Medium-Low 

High 

Low 

!High-Medium 

(includes: listed 
tramroad bridge 23837) . 

'Low 
.. ' 

High 
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IIWTO06(Viii): B 

I IWT006(ix): A 
I 1 

1 
PWT006(x): B 

, -
I Dis~wylfa !ant Draenog IIWf006a( i): B High IIWT006a 1100% , 

i I\V'f006\, IDisgwylfa East I~V!~O~b(i)~~ _ , 100% High_ 
------

!l\v1'oo-6c I D;Sg;0ifaW~~t - IIIVT006C(i): B ,94% High 
- 1 

IWT006c(i i): A 

IIWT006C(iii): A 

IWT006c(iv): A 

iiwfo06d bisgwylra Main (conjeciur~d) IIVT006d: D 10% ,Low 

IWT006e IDiSgwylfa Main (south) ' I W1'006e( i): A :9% High-Medium -
I 

, 

I I 
IW1'006e(i i): B 

, 
1 

IWT006e(iii):B 
I 
!lw-fO(17 'l ire~' il fu;i-l~oad'Ma~l i,lne ' 

1---- --- . . 

:61% High I IIV1'007(i): A 
I 

IIW1'007( ii): E 

iIW1'007(iii): A 

il\V1'007(iV): E 

' IW1'007(v): B 

!IIVT007(Vi): B 

11WT007a lTrevil Raijro-ad Beaufort Line IW1'007a: D < 1% Low 
I 

:J\VT007b !Trev;j Railroad Ebbw \ 1ale Line liwT007b: D <I%? Low 

IIWT007c ITrevil Railroad Sirhow), Line I'WT007c: D 0% Low 

IWT007d jTI:evilline to Victoria i l\\JT(i07 d: D 0% Lmv 
1 , - --

IIW1'008(i): E IWT008 IRassau Railroad 14% Low-Medium 

I 1 
I IW1'008( ii): E 

--- - 1-- . - - -
IWT009 I Hall;s 'fr~vii Tramroad IIWT009(i): 13 7% 'Medium-Low 

! I 
IIWT009(ii): C , 

IIWTOIO 1 Rhymney Tramroad Branch IIW1'O'O(i): U 3% :Unknowll 
1 

IIWTOII Morlais East Tramroad and Railway IIIVTOII(i): B !39% High-Medium 

! 
,IWTOI I(ii): D 

i I IW1'OI~i~~ 

i,wfOt2 1iv1;;rj;;is Wesi-1'ramr;'acl IWTOI2(i): C -34% High 

I 

IWTOI 2(ii): A 
I 
I I IWTOI2(iii): E 
I 

, 
; IIV1'O I 3 I Tappendens' Tramroad IIWTOI3(i): A 29% ,High 

IIVTOI3(ii): B 

I 
IWTO 13(iii): B 

IWTOI 3(iv): C , 
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li\VT013a 

I 
I 
I 

!rw1'ol4 

I 
IJ\VTOl4a 

IIW1'OIS 
! 
i _____ . 
; J\VTO I Sa 
I 

lWTOISb 

iI\v1'OISC 
I 

I 
irWT016 

IIWTOl7 

I 

IIWT018 

iJ\VT0I9 
I 
! 

i 
:i\ViOI9a 

, 
I -
' IWT020 
! 
11\VT021 
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Mr Glover's Railroad 

Mr Glover's Railroad Br)'ngw)'n 
Extension 
-- - -.. -- ~ - -- .. - " . - -
Tv.rynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 

IT\V;;;''''' G\vy;:;i';;' Tram~o-;'d lin~:2 

! 

I Twynau Gwynion Tramroad line 3 

i Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 4 
I 

I 
! Rhymncy Limestone Railway 

I 
I Bryn Oer Tramroad 

1 

I Tredegar Tramroad 

-IEbb"\~vale P-riv~te i"i~e 

jEbb;v ValePri-'ate line addition 

I 

Bute Tramroad 
I 
I Beaufort Tramroad 

IrWrOI3(V): 0 
IJ\VTOI3(vi): E 

IrWTOI3(vii): E 
' J\VTOI3(viii): C 

rWTOI 3(ix): A 

lWTOI3a(i): C , 16% 

lWTOI3a(ii): C 

J\VTOI3a(iii): C 
lWTOI3a(iv): U 
lWTOI3a(v): B 
- -- --- _ .. _- - - ------

J\VTOI4(i): A ,65% 
IWTOI4(ii): E 
lWTOI4(iii): B 

I J\VTO I 4a(i): B : 60/0 

'Medium 

~ High 

!25% ---- -----.- -- - -
lWTOI5(i): C 
IWT01S(ii): B 

1 ______ ---

llWTOlSa(i): D 
IIW1'OI5a(ii): C 
I 
lWTOI5a(iii):C 
lWTOI 5a(iv): D 

IWTOI5a(v): C 

11WT01Sa(vi): C 

J\VTOI5a(vii): B , 

IHigh-Medium 

High-Medium 

!I IWTO~5b(i): C 

IWTOI5c(i): B 
I 

87% Mediwl1 

19% Medium 

11WTOI5c(ii): U , 
IIWTO 16(i): E 
' I\VTOI6(ii): B 
I 

129% Medium 
i 

IIWTOI7: D 0% (within Low , 

ilWTOI8(i): B 

1 IW1'OI 90): B 

I 
4- -- -
1J\VT019a: D 

I Glamorgan ­
Gwent) 

,2% 

10nlya tUlUlel 
I(lWTOI9a1001) I 

I und~r Beaufort road ! 
Isurvlves. ; 

ji WT020 0 ;0% 

I J\V~02] D. : 0% 
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:Low 
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! IWT022 I Protlleroe's Tramroad 

I ! 

~l\VTOi2a - ~enajjtT;'-mr;'ad --
iIWT023 l-sanwen Quarries Tramroad 

1 __ - ___ _ 

I J\VT023a TSanwen -C~~lb-;:e;l Ju~ction 
i I 
ilWfo24 - ~Ystalyfera 
1 __ ,_ i 

11WT025 j1~-;nt:y-glo - Be-;;;;ToI1 

IjWi022(i): B 
!IWT022(ii): U 
I 

I i\VTO~2a~ D 
lWT023(i): U 
lWT023(ii): D 

lWT023a(i): B 
l\VT023a(ii): B 

lWT024: D 

IWT025: D 

7.2 The Resource and Current Protection 

26%? 

,0% 

'33% 

! 

187% 

,High (IWT022(i) is 
: protected within 
; Scheduled Ironworks 
: Area GM423). 

Low 

;UnknOWIl , 
: (On private land) , 

- -> ---

: High-Medium 

,Low 
1- -
!Low 

The archaeological resource (i.e. condition, archaeological value, presence of visible remains and 
buried potential) in relation to the level of current statutory protection (i.e. Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments and Listed Buildings) has been assessed for each ironwork transport network 
(sunU11arised below in tables 3 and 4). It was found that of the 25 ironworks associated transport 
networks (i.e. or a maximum 44 branches) examined during the course of fieldwork, 20 (or 33 
branches) retained visible remains, of these, 14 (J 8 branches) were considered to contain 
sections of high or high-medium archaeological significance. 

Nine Scheduled Ancient Monument areas were found to be directly relevant to the study (see 
Table 3), while a flllther 12 listed interests, two of which were Grade Il* listed (see Table 4), 
were also visited during the course of the fieldwork. The oveniding majority of features 
clllTently scheduled or listed along the length of fhe transport networks surveyed were found with 
few exceptions to be trarnroad bridges or features in association wifh bridges. The incidence of 
statutory protected (scheduled/listed) monuments along the routes of the ironwork associated 
transport networks surveyed is given in Tables 3 and 4, below. 
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Table 3: Incidence of Scheduled Ancient l\1onumcllts in relation to surveyed I'ransport networks 
SAM Name Easting Northing T)'pe IWT Section Numbcr4 

Reference 
BRI57 Hirwaun Ironworks: Tramroad 295756 205824 Tramfoad Causeway & IWTOI4( i) 

Causeway and Bridge Bridge 
BRI61 Clydach Ironworks (remains) and 329900 213200 Ironworks IWT002(i)!IWT003(iv) 

Smart 's Bridge 
GM347 Iron Tram Bridge, Robertslown, 299711 203631 Bridge IWTO I3(ix) 

Trecynon 
GM411 Gelli·lsafTramroad Bridge, 299005 204354 Bridge IWTO I3(i) 

Abemant Tramroad 
GM423 Vcnallt ironworks 286400 205000 Ironworks IWT022(i) 

GM533 Remains ofGamlyn Rail way 298 183 204910 Bridge IWTOl3 
Viaduct 

MM251 Gilwern Embankment 324400 214400 Embankment & Aqueduct IWT003!IWT004 

MM263 ClydClCh Railroad Section Near 320220 212263 Tramroad IWT004(iv) -
BrynmawT 

MM264 Clydach Coal Level 320039 212 171 Tramroad IIVT004 

k Table 4: Incidence of Listed Buildings III relation to surveyed transport networ s 
Listed Name Easling Northing Grade IWT Section 
Building Number 
Record 
Nlmlber 

10872 Llwydcoed Tramroad Bridge, Gell i- Isaf 299000 204300 11 IWTOI3(i) 

10894 Tramroad Bridge, Rohenstown, Trecynol1 299700 203600 n [WTOJ3(ix) 

22532 Newtown Bridge, Ebbw Va le 3 16930 209890 JJ IWTOI9(i) 

23812 Pantglas Bridge, Clydach 322920 213300 JJ lWT004 

23813 Smart 's Bri dge, Clydach 322880 213260 11' IWT004 

23814 Tramroad Bridge over Sychnant River, Clydach 322510 212660 II lWT003(iii ) 

238 18 Tramroad Bridge near junction of A465 and 323300 213700 IT lWTOO3 
Station Road 

23824 Gelli felen Tramroad Bridge 321900 2 11 900 11 nVT002 

23837 Railroad Bridge at Maesygwartha 323030 213770 JJ lWT004(v) 

23840 Tramroad Bridge near Forge House 323530 213960 JJ lWT003 

26827 Tramroad causeway and bridge at Hirwaun 295850 205730 JJ lWTOI4(i) 
ironworks 

23826 Embankment and Aqueduct of Brecknock & 324400 2 14430 11' nVT003/1W 
Abergavenny Canal T004 

Seven of the transport networks surveyed (10 sections by condition) were found to have some 
degree of CUlTent statutory protection (i.e. Scheduled Ancient Monuments or Listed buildings); 
these are sunllilaJ;sed in Table 5, below. The actual quantification of the area al ready protected 
as a percentage of the available resource in the network sample has not been attempted, as the 
result would be misleading. The extent of the scheduled resource, however, is clearly under 
representative in tenns of quantity and variety of transport monUlnent type. Previous scheduling 
had concentrated on individual features, rather than viewing the networks as a series of 
interconnected features, and the protected resource had been restricted largely to one pmiicular 

4 Fu ll section number if relevant, or route number if not. 
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type of monument (tramroad bridges) almost to the complete omission of others (e.g. tramroad 
cuttings, revetment, groups of blocks, etc). 

Table 5: Transport network sections sun /eyed whicb currently benefit from some level ofsta(utory protection 
(SA1I1s & Listed Buildings) 
Transport Network Section Condition SA1I1 Nwnber LBNumber 
Name Number 
Liam-march Railroad IWT002(i) B BRI61 

Llarn-march Tramroad IW1'003(iii) A 238 14 

Llam-march Tramroad IW1'003(iv) B BRI61 

Clydach Railroad IW1'004(iv) E MM263 

Clydach Railroad IWT004(v) E MM263 23837 

Tappendens' Tramroad l\'11'OI3(i) A GM411 10872 

Tappendens' Tramroad IW1'OI 3(ix) A GM347 10894 

Mr Glover's Railroad IW1'OI4(i) A BRI57 26827 

Ebbw Vale Private Line l\'1TOI9(i) B 22532 

Protheroe's Tramroad IWT022(i) B GM423 

7.3 The Resource and Proposed Protection 

The overall archaeological significance of the surviving resource has been used to identify the 
transp01t networks and branches, which should be further considered for protection. The linear 
nature of the resource, and inherently lower value of individual elements, required a different 
approach to the traditional 'site' based approach when identifying elements of the resource for 
the purpose of protection. It was felt that a broader landscape approach was necessary to prevent 
fUlther under representation of some of the less impressive site types, emphasizing the 
connectivity of the resource through group value, coherence and integrity in particular. The 
sun'iving resource had been previously subdivided into sections based on general condition, and 
group value, among others (see 7.1, page 17); these sections were used as the basis for 
recommending consideration for protection, rather than individual elements. 

Ten ironworks transport networks and their branches, some 16 sections, were identified as 
sat isfying the criteria sufficiently to be considered for future protection. These are listed in Table 
6, below. 

Table 6: Transport network sections surveyed detailing incidence of current scheduled protection and 
. f proposed recommendations for consideration for uture protection 

Surviving Name NGRl NGR2 Currently Consider 
Section Scheduled future 
Number Scheduling 

IWTOOI(ii) Abersychan SO 28199 04626 SO 27307 03390 No Yes 
Limestone 
Railway 

IWT002(i) Llam-march SO 22868 13213 SO 22898 13064 Yes Yes 
Railroad 

lWT003(i ii) L1am-march SO 22572 12721 SO 2230212511 No Yes 
TranlIoad 

IWT003(iv) Llam-march SO 22868 13213 SO 22895 13075 Yes Yes 
Tramroad 

IWT004(iv) Clydach Railroad SO 20430 12338 SO 20067 12220 Yes No 
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I 
IIWTo03 

! 

I 

I 
IrWr003a 
I 

IIWT004 
! 
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: Liam-march i None 
'Railroad 
, (Waunllapria) 

[No threats were 
I identified from the 
;UDP. 

jMaint8in as curre~t. . 

! 

p~o 
I 
I 

,L1am-march (part oflhe IIlcline 'No threats to surviving I Consideration could beg1Ven iNo 
I wIthin sectIOn 1 sectlOl1S Identified apart I for schedu l111g of parts of 11 : Tramroad 

l' IWT003(iv) fall s from ongoing elOsion of sectIOns IWT003{l1i) and 
! iwithm scheduled ' IWT003(ii) , No threats TWT003(v) as they retam well-

I area (SAM BR 161); I Identified ji'om the I preserved remams. Extendll1g 
ITh b'd' IUDP. Ischeduled area {SAM BR161) 
i estonlWe T

n
OOg3

e
{.I.n) : Ito include the whole of the 

,seclIon 1lI , . . I' IWT003( ') Id b ; . l' db ' ld ' I Imclnc IVCOU e 
IS a ISle UI mg ! I 'd d 

1(23814). Iconsl ere. 

,Liam-march -TN';;;~ - :N/A IN/A 
) Tramroad Pen- : i 

. Ffyddlwn i . ___ _ _ _. ____ J_ _ __ _ ____ . _ 
Clydach "'A s~al l section or Vehicular activity has 'I An appropriate barrier needs to I No 

'Railroad II\VT004(iv) is ,already caused some be put in place to prevent ; 

·Bailey's 
L1angattock 

1 Tramroad 

ischeduled (SAM damage to the track bed 'I vehicles from accessing the path ! 
IMM263). Smart's ialong IWT004(i) and along sections IWT004{i) and I' 
; Bndge IS lis ted i IWT004{ii). No threats I (ii) . 
.(23813) and , ldenlIr,ed fi'om the TI M I ' I' i 
I I did f ' UDP le ac 1ll1C -:louse 
;scle u e as part 0 , . ~ (JWT004/005 34645 34374) 
'Clydach Ironworks ' . '.' . . 
(SAM BRI61). imlght be considered forlI stmg, 

I Now used as a domestIc 
' A railroad bridge 
under the modem 

:road is li sted 
\(23837). 

iNone ' N/A 

I 

I
! resj~ence, it remains in good 
repml". 

i 
iN /A 

I 
Disgwyifa 1 None : A major problem is '! D~tajjed survey (possibly to 

I increasing bog i include trial excavation) of the ·Main Tramfoad ! 
! encroachment. Off-road ! tramroad and sun·ounding 
; vehicular activities pose !quany/construction features . . 
·a minorthreat. No ~ Schedulingcould be considered f 

i threats identified from I for the best-preserved sections, 
, the UDP. in particular I\VT006(ix). 

I , 
! 

No 

Yes 

lWT006a :Disgwylfa Pant None 
Draenog 

The tramroad is 
i becoming obscured by 
vegetation. No threats 

I Det~iied · su-;'vey/investjgation is IYes 
i reconullcnded; to be catTied out I 

j when vegetation growth is less i 
,advanced. The causeways ! identified from the 

;UDP. 
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I require conservation measures. 

I The quany area and tramroad 

I 
sections within the quarries 

I require further detailed survey . 
.. . .!. 
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r \VT006d 

I 
tl\VT006e 
! 

lWT007 

j 

I 

Disgwylfa East i None. 

. Disgwylfa 
:West 

Disgwylfa 
'Main 
(conjectured) 

Disgwylfa 
: Main (south) 

iNane 

INane 
i 

None 

Trevil Railroad None 
Main Line 

iiWT007a Trevi l Railroad INone 
I I Beaufort Line i 

- -
IIWT007b 

! 

'Trevil Railroad INone 

I 

' Ebbw Vale 
ILine 

j

'. IWT007C ,;T. revil Railroad 
: Sirhowy Line 

None 

iThe tram road is 
I becoming obscured by 
I vegetation. No threats 
i identified from the 

1De'tail-ed surveylinvestigation is IVes 
lreconunended; to be earned out ! 
j when vegetation grmvth is less 1 

advanced. The causeways 
require conservati on measures. 

The quaITy area and tramroad 
I sections within the quarries 
jrequire further detailed survey. 

iNo threats identified 
I from the UDP. 

--~--.-. .-~ 
IDetailed survey is highly IVes 

,N/A 

No threats identified 
fTom the UDP . , 

Erosion from off road 
vehicles ( IWT007(ii) 

; and water damage 
especial ly to 

. IWT007(ii i) identified. 

. No threats identified 
; from the VDP. 

,N/A 
! 

,N/A 

IN /A , 

28 

[recommended for all sections 
,particularly IWT006c(ii) and I 

l(iii) due to the high frequency of l 
sun'lving swiace features. ' 

!Additional buried features may I 
i survive. I 
I I 

I Scheduling could be considered : 

I
! for part of this tramro~d. .. I 

N /A ,No 
, I . , 
i 
I 
I Det~iled survey of the later Ves 
. tramroad (depicted on 1st 
,Edi tion OS) and the qUaJTies 
i and workings along the terraces 
labove the river is reconunended. 

' It is recommended that section jYes 
!IWT007(ii i) is cons idered for ' 
! scheduling due to the abundance ; 
I of surviving features and very 
I d d' . i gOO con Itlon, e.g. 

1
1 lWT007/0 I 2, 0 13 and 024 . 
,Consen'ation of the revellnenl 
land north oflhe bridge 
! abutments/causeways is I 
I recommended. 
! I 

i Prev~~t flJrthe.r erosion of i 

jSUrvlvlIlg sections fyom off road i 
:vehicJes. Detailed survey (with 
!possible excavation) is 
I recommended, particularly for 
IIWT007(iii). A number of 

I 
features related to quarrying 
were also noted in the area. 

iN/A ·No 
I I 

!--

IN/A 
I 

L .. 

;No , 
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IWTOO8 

t .-.~ •.. -.--"---

IIWT009 

I 
IWTO IO 
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Trevil line to INane 
'V ictoria I 

Rassau ;None 
' Railroad 

, 

Hall's Trevil ·None 
" Tramroad i 

Rhymney None 
I Tramroad 
Branch 

Morlais Eas t ;Nane 
: Tral11road and 
Railway 

Morlais West 
Tral11road 

iNane 
I 

iN/A 

lNo threats identified 
Ifrom the UDI', 

: The tramroad is almost 
I complete ly lost to road 
! development . Ensure sunliving 
: route link is maintained within , 

I
, future development plans as far 
as practicable. 

i 
I Clearance of undergrowth I 

I around lWT008(i) would enable l 
!detail ed sun'cy of the surviving 'I 

I ' bridge structure, 

. -- l O~-goi~gqua;';Yi-;';g-1M·ai~t~i,~ as ~u;;'e~t .~~ f~;-~s_ '~ ··;No 
threatens the survival of I practicab le, I 

I any remains that have . 
not already been 
destroyed, i 

: No threats j d~~tified - -I M~i~tain as curr~nt as fur as 
· fTom the UDI', i practicable , 

i 
jDereliction and draiIlage!Conservati'on of the tramroad ;Yes 
, are the most prominent land slIlTounding quany areas is I 

i threats at present. There I recommended. A well preserved i 
is some minor erosion j landscape which should be ! 

from off road vehicles. preserved. Statutory protection 
Area fOlms part of i should be considered. 

i Heritage Trail' i . . 

I , C t ' ' I h ,Detailed survey (poss ibly to InIOTllla iOn pane s ave : . . . 
ib d I' d h h imclude trial excavatIOn) to een van a lze t oug I . . \ 

'd" I detelmllle the phas lI1g and I 
son~~ ways I ~ S lg~h I construction of the tramroad and 

I pos mg remams. e i it branches, 
· area in a genera lly 
neglected state, 

I 
I The area is highlighted 
,as derelict land and an I 

i infonnal recreation area i 
I in the UDI', Limited I 
j and sensi tive 
, reclamation works are 
I proposed for the quarry 
~ area. 
I 

: There is some minor 
' erosion fTom off-road 
· vehicles. The area is 
used for outdoor 

' pursuits: i.e. climbing, 
~ this may contribute 
some minor damage to 

[quarry features. 

I The area is highl ighted 
I as derelict land and "._--_._ ..• _----

29 

IThe quarries a~d their attendant IVes 
! tramroads constitute a well- : 
I preserved landscape and , 
iconsideration should be given to i 
I their preservation and ! 
Iprotection . , 

!D eta iled survey (possibly to 
! include trial excavation) to 

I 
detennine the phasing and I 
construction of the tramroad and I 

"---~~-.--~ -- - _._ .. - - .. ~. 
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I TWTOI 4 
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Tappendens' 

. Tramfoad 
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j in-iOImal recreation area 1 it branches. 
I in the UDP. Limited ! 
;30d sensitive ! 
! reclamation works are I 
i proposed for the quany I1 

(area. Area fonns p311 of 
IHeritage Trail; ! 
I information panels have 1 

Jbeen vandalized, though j 
; some wayside s ign " 
! posting remain s. 

lGelli Isaftramroad : B'ecti~n ~ffeJ~cil~g ITh~ ;js~al and physical link 
ibridge within jalong the edge of the ibetween Robertstown iron 

Yes 
I 

j section IWTOI3(i) i tramroad may cause I bridge and the surviving 
. is schedu led (SAM ifurther damage. Itramroad to the east has been 
IGM411) and a :There is a threat of intenupted by the A4059. T~le 
[listed building I [' section of footpath under the 

,damage 10 the tramroad 1(10872). bridge could be improved for 
I j section !WTO 13(i1i) , 
lRobertstown iron !from the demolition of jsafe public access. 
I I . 
Iblidge is scheduled ILlwydcoed ironworks. IlWTOI3(lx) cou ld benefit from 
[(SAM GM347) and ; : scheduling. 
! also listed (10894). [Conservation/vegetation 
i . I 

;No other threats I clearance is recommended, 
I identified from the : including remedial work to the 
UDP. i schedu led features . , 

~ A ny future path 
[restoration/maintenance shou ld 
! take heritage into consideration 
i and be carried out under 
I archaeological supervision. All 1 

isurviving features (e.g. stone 
lblocks) should be retained in I 

I . 
(SJtu. 

Tappendells' None 'No th~eiHS ide~tifi~d 
I from the UDP. 

~ rVegetation cle;ra~c~ -u'n'de; 
! archaeological supervision 

IYes 
Tramroad \Vest · 

. Mr Glover's 
Railroad 

i followed by addit ional survey is 
I recommended. Any exposed 
! features , such as the site of the 
I important G Iynneath incline 
!engine house could be re-
assessed, at this stage. I 

1(l\inOI4(i) withi ;l i E~osion from 'offroad !lmprove acccss to and a'lo;g" I1 Yes 
! schedu led area : vehicles. General I IWTO 14(i). The scheduled area 

,IHirwaun Ironworks idereliction and dumping jis currently suffering from I 
(SAM BR 157 ' of waste. ,neglect and continuing 

I , , 

linc1udes tramroad :IWT014(i) and the [dereliction; r~com,?endation s of ! 
'causeway and I hi' k ~ phase I of thIS project should be l 
! b 'd H' ) woe lronwor s area ! . .. d le' I n ge at lTwaun. i h' hi' h d ' I [pnonttze . nlormatlOn pane s [ 
I are 19 19 le 111 t le . 

: UDP for Land I and safe/suitable access should 
; RI' I be prov1ded. ec amatJon. 

30 

i Extensive detailed survey is ! 
1 

recommended of the quail)' I 
. workings, features and quail)' I1 

lf~c~ b!~lch I~outes to the wes,t of 
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i 
I Mr Glover's INone 
iRailroad 
I Bryngwyn 
Extension 

- . 
!Twynau iNone 
'Gwynion : 
: Tramroad Line ! 
: I I 

- . 
i No tJu'eats identified 
i from the UDP, 

i SN 94157 09024. Some features I 
pmve already been recorded I' 

I from IWTO 14 /0 11 onwards, 

jMaintain as current. jNo 
! I 
1 I , ! 

~ Contin~i~~g e~'osio~ frOI~ j Detailed sUlvey' cp~ssibiy to ' i 'i~s 
! livestock. I include trial excavation) is I 
i I recommended as a significant ' 
: I amount of the route sUlV'ives, 

)---
~ Tv.'ynau 

: Gwynion 
- ~; Conti;ui;1g e;~sion-fr~n;! Detailed su-r~ey(p~ssib Jy to 

j livestock. i include trial excavation) is 
IVes 

i : Tramroad line 
,2 

:Twynau ' None 
Gwynion 
Tramroad line 
;3 
Twynau i None 
Gwynion 
Tramroad Line ' 
4 

Rhymney 
Limestone 
Railway 

Bryn Oer 
Tramroad 

, Tredegar 
Tramroad 

Ebbw Vale 
: Private Line 

iEbbw Vale 
: Private line 
,addition 

None 

-None 

J 

i None 

I The causeway and 
I tunnels are a li sted 
ibuilding (22532), 

! J\fo~e -

~ Bute Tramroad 
, I 

Beaufort I 

! Tramroad 

B I d 
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8. Industrial Ironworks Transport Networks 

IWT Number 001: Abersychan Limestone Railway (07226g) 

NGR: SO 28199 04626 to SO 26061 03469 
Date Range: c. J 830 - J 876 
Approximate length of tram road = 3.3 Km 
Overall survival = 55% 

Historical Background 
The Abersychan Limestone Railway was constructed cl830 to cany limestone westwards from 
Cwm Lascam quany to the British Ironworks (lW004). This replaced a tramroad branch off the 
Blaenavon railroad. This railway is of special historic interest given its unique status in South 
Wales as it was constructed of wrought-iron fish-belly rails as opposed to the usual plate rai ls or 
cast-iron bars. It is thought that the railway was abandoned by 1876 (van Laun 2001: pp 40-45). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 8' Routes of Tl'amroad IWTOOJ 

Route Name Location Figure Reference 
Number Number 
IWTOOl Abersychan SO 28199 04626 to SO 2,3 

Limestone Railway 2606 1 03469 

The route of the tramroad from the British Ironworks can today be followed along Lodge Road, 
Foundry Road, Union Street, Broad Street and Station Street to Fi:i-wd Road. The section 
between FfIwd Road and Coronation TelTace has been destroyed apali fTom a stone abutment for 
the bridge (lWTOOIlOI6) that took the tralmoad across the Afon L1wyd river (this colTesponds to 
the section noted as A3 by John Van Laun). To the east of the Afon L1wyd a steep incline (A2 
JVL) took the tram road up to Company's Wood. From here its route can be followed north then 
nOltheast along a footpath through the woods to Cwm Lascarn Quany. 
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Figure 2: Route of Tramroad IWTOOl Abersychan Limestone Railway 

I 
IWT001 

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf ofthc Controller of Her Majesty's Stationary Office (') Crown Copyright. 
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Glamorgan·Gwenl Archaeological Trust Ltd 100017916 (2006). 
Mae'r map hwn yn seilicdig ar ddcunydd aT Arolwg Ordnans gyda chan iatad Arolwg Ordnans ar ran Rheolwr L1yfrfa Ei Mawrhydi <0 Hawlfraint y Goron. 
Mac atgynhyrchu heb ganiatad yn lord Hawlfraint y Goron a gall hyn arwain at erlyniad nCll lIchos sifil . Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ltd 100017916 (2006). 

Key: 
Route of Tramroad 

~ Ironworks 

::e ., 
;;-
0> 

S g-
O> -::l. 
e:.. 

i 
o 

a-



Figure 3: Tramroad IWTOOl Showing Archaeological Interests (pre-survey) 
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Condition of IWTOOl 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are two distinct surviving sections of fWTOO I : 

T bl 9 S a e : urvlvmg S ectlOns 0 fIWTOOI 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWTOOI (i) SO 27295 03393 to SO 27307 03390 D 4,5 
IWTOOl(ii) SO 28199 04626 to SO 2730703390 A 4,5 

TWT001(i) (CONDITION D) is a small surviving section of the incline noted as A2 by John Van 
Laun. It is in poor condition and severely overgrown. 

IWTOO I (ii) (CONDITION A) this is an extremely well preserved section of tTaJ1U"oad, complete 
with many features in good condition. Stone blocks in situ are exposed all along tlus section; the 
best surviving exanlples have been recorded (see table 10). This section is in use as a footpath 
through thick woodland. It seems likely that given the good survival of features along the route, 
maJ1Y more are likely to be buried beneath the heavy leaf litter created by the sunounding trees. 

Features Recorded During Snrvey 
A sunullary of features recorded dUJing survey are presented below, please refer 10 tJ,e gazetteer 
(Appendix JI) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 3; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 10: Features Associated with IWTOOI(ii) (see Fi ure 5 
Feature Number 
i IWTOO 1/00 I 
t I\IiTOO 11002 
I iWTOO i 1003 
I!WTOO I 1004 
1-- - -

p~TOOll~5 
:IWTOO 1/006 
I - - ~ 

jlWTOO 11007 
1 -

i !WTOO 1/008 ---- --
I !~VI~~ !O~~ _ 
IIWTOOI /010 

I
IWT901/01 ~ 
IWT001 /012 ----

,!WT001 /013 

I IWTOOliol 4 

! i\.VTOOI /015 

NGR Type 
i SO 27313 03460 : Stone block 
- --.- --._- ~ . ... - I .-- -_. --,- - ~ 

ISO 2732503547 IStone block 

I S~ 27316·?~5i? Stone block 
I SO 2732 1 03492 ! Stone block 

IJsOo= 22-774435 0033-8821 - -_. 'Revetment 
; T~an~~~d-·cutting 

I SO 27430 04220 I Stone block 

! ~~ ~2~ 0385 - I~l<)~ ~Iock 
! so 2746 0390 I Stone block 

ISO 27420412 i siO~~block 
jSo 2744 0414 I Ston~ block 

Iso 27530 04320 ! Sion~blo~k 
§ 2764.0438 . is;;;;:;e bi~ck . 

IsO 27440 04250 : Stone block 

l~O i8~· ~O~~._ __ l!!:a~~~d j~f1Ct~O':' 

Table 11: Features Associated with IWTOOI Other (see Fi ure 5) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

IlWT001 /016 ISO 27040 03450. I Tramroad brid~e 
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Figure 4: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWTOOl(i)-IWTOOl(ii) 
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Figure 5: Surviving Tramroad Sections and Identified Interests 
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Current Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection afforded to any part of this tramroad. However, the surviving 
sections are within a special landscape area - Lasgam wood is ancient woodland and is protected 
byCCW. 

Identified Threats 
No immediate threats were identified from the UDP; however, there is a potential threat from 
forestry operations such as thinning or felling. Potential use of the footpath for forestry vehicular 
access should be avoided. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
It is highly recommended that a full detailed survey/plan of this tramroad and perhaps trial 
excavation be undertaken of the surviving sections to ascertain the completeness and extent of 
remains. It is suggested that following this, scheduling of all or part of the surviving remains is 
considered, given its excellent survival and unique status in South Wales. 

Plate I: Part Secltion IWTOOI(ii) Depicting a Surviving Stretch of Stone HIO'CKS, to Northeast 
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IWT Number 002: L1am-march Railroad (OS98S.0g) 

NGR: SO 2293013305 to SO 2129312123 
Date Range: 1795 - 1811 
Approximate length of tram road = 4.5 Km 
Overall survival = 9% 

Historical Background 
The Llam-march Railroad was constructed following a request made by the Clydach Ironworks 
Company by the Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal Company and was opened by 1795. 
L1anelly quarry provided the limestone to the ironworks at this time. Minor changes were made 
to the tramroad by 1804, most notably the steep incline, which ran through what is now 
Danycoed, was convelted into four inclines. These were balanced inclines that used ropes rather 
than chains. The branch to Llam-march iron mines via Waunllapria (IWT002a) Was added 
sometime after 1797, this was later extended eastwards with a branch to Blaenavon (this branch 
was not surveyed as features relating directly to Blaenavon have been excluded from the 
project). Most of the route of lWT002 went out of use by 1811 when further changes were 
made. These changes resulted in the route shown in figure 9, IWT003 Llan1-march Tramroad 
(van Laun 2001: pp 65-68). 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated two route numbers for the purpose of tJ1e survey: 

Table 12' Routes of Tramroad IWT002 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT002 Llam-march Railroad SO 2293013305 to SO 21293 12123 6, 7 
IWT002a Llam-march Railroad SO 219 18 12096 to SO 21800 I 130 I 6, 7 

(Waunllapria) 

TWT002 
From the ironworks the tranu'oad ran via a small incline southwards then a second, steep incline 
southwest towards Waunllapria, past Llanelly quarry. Its route can be followed here along a 
minor road through Danycoed and along the edge of the escarpment to Daren-felen. Here it 
levels out and roughly follows the minor road above the fom1er route of the Merthyr, Tredegar 
and Abergavenny Railway to Gellifelen, ending at the coal and ore works. 

IWT002a 
This branch joins IWT002 at Daren-felen and runs east to a junction at the Jolly Col lier's at 
Waunllapria. From Waunllapria the tramroad route can be followed along a minor road until 
Sunny Bank, Llam-march. South of here it has been destroyed by opencasting and the area has 
been landscaped. 
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Figure 6: Route of Tramroad IWT002 Llam-march Railroad 
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Figure 7: Tramroad IWT002 Showing Archaeological Interests (pre-survey) 
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Condition of rWT002 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are two distinct surviving sections of IWT002: 

T hi 3 S a e I : urvh'in J S ections 0 flWT002 
Section Location " Condition Fignre Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT002(i) SO 22868 13213 to SO 22895 13075 B 8 
IWT002(ii) SO 2169412144 to SO 2153812082 D 8 

IWT002(i) (CONDITION B) is the tramroad incline descending souili-north to the Clydach 
ironworks, now used as a footpaili. Thjs incline continued in use when the railroad route was 
altered in 1811 and as such also fonTIs part of IWT003. The stone track bed survives and is well 
preserved but slightly overgrown. The section between SO 22881 13152 and SO 22868 13213 
falls within tJle SAM area ofClydach Ironworks (BR 161). 

IWT002(ii) (CONDITION D) is covered with grass and gravel just north of the road near 
GeJlifelen. The route of the tramroad is very difficult to determine in this area, however, a slight 
cutting is visible. No surface features were visible through tJle long grass. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
No individual features were recorded during the survey of this tramroad. 

Archaeological interests identified plior to tJle current survey are shown on figure 7; details of 
these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Current Protection/Status 
Part of section IWT002(i) falls within SAM BR 161. The surviving sections lie within the Brecon 
Beacons National Park. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Extending ilie scheduled area to include the whole of the incline IWT002(i) could be considered. 

43 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

44 



Southeast Wales Industrial lronworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT002a 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There is one sUlviving section of IWT002a: 

T bl 14 S • c : m"VIVm S ectlOns 0 rIWT002 a 
Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT002a(i) SO 22075 12296 to SO 22022 12283 B 8 

A very small section IWT002a(i) (CONDITION B) survives as a grassed over escarpment along 
the break of slope to the south of the road near Darenfelen school. This section is on private 
land. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
No individual features were recorded during the survey of this tramroad. 

Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are shown on figure 7; details of 
these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

CUlTent Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection afforded to any part of this tramroad. The sUlviving section lies 
within the Brecon Beacons National Park. 

Identified Threats 
No immediate threats were identified . 

ConserYation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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Figure 8: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT002(i), IWT002(ii) and IWT002a(i) 
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IWT Number 003: L1am-march Tramroad (OS98S.0g/0S274.0g) 

NGR: SO 24383 14541 to SO 21857 12204 
Date Range: c. 181 I· 1870s 
Approximate length oftramroad = 5 Km 
Overall survival = 35% 

Historical Background 
By 1811 most of the original route of the Llam-march Railroad serving the Clydach Ironworks 
had been replaced by the new Llam-march Tranu'oad at the expense of the Clydach Ironworks 
Company. This route incorporated three new inclines to carry limestone from Llanelly quarry to 
the ironworks, these were chain worked in contrast t.o the previous rope-worked inclines. A 
section extended nOliheast from the ironworks to the canal at Gilwern and a small branch 
(JWT003a) ran through Daren-felen to Pen Ffyddlwn fann. The section of IWT002a to 
Waunllapria was also replaced with a new incline at this time. By the late 1860's the ironworks 
had changed hands and was owned by John JaYlle, he was responsible for incorporating standard 
gauge track to allow !he inclines to serve !he Merthyr, Tredegar and AbergavenllY Railway as 
well as the ironworks tramroad. However, only coal and limestone was being transported and 
this was for use elsewhere as the Clydach ironworks was out of operation by this date (van Laun 
200 I: pp 68-71). 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated two route numbers for the purpose ofthe survey: 

Table I S' Routes of Tramroad IWT003 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
I\VT003 Llam-march Trarnroad SO 2438314541 to SO 2185712204 9,10 
IWT003a Llam-march Trarnroad SO 22056 12337 to SO 21857 12204 9, 10 

(Pen-Ffyddlwn) 

IWT003 
North of the ironworks, !he tramroad ran over Pant Glas Bridge (LB 23812, 07802g), from here 
until nOl1h of the A465 the route has been destroyed by land reclamation and road construction. 
Its route survives along a minor road past Forge Row to St Maelog, then northeast along a 
footpath to Gilwern canal where it deviates north and runs under then alongside the scheduled 
Gilwern embankment (SAM MM251). 
South of the ironworks the tranlToad ran along the same incline as IWT002, before deviating 
southwest rising up a series of inclines past Llanelly quarry. The tramroad route can be followed 
along a footpath to Daren-felen above the minor road that was the route of IWT002. A junction 
off this route took the tram road south up an incline to the Jolly collier's at Waunllapria. 

IWT003a 
This route branches off IWT003 at Daren-felen and follows a minor road a short distance (0 the 
former site ofPen-Ffyddlwn Farm. 
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Figure 9: Route of Tramroad IWT003 LIam-march Tramroad 
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Figure 10: Tramroad IWT003 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT003 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are five surviving sections of IWT003: 

Table J 6: Surviviu Sections of IWTOO3 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT003(i) SO 2220412494 to SO 2201812430 B 11, 12 
IWT003(ii) SO 22051 12435 to SO 2215512291 D 11, 12 
IWT003(iii) SO 22572 12721 to SO 2230212511 A 11 , 12 
IWT003(iv) SO 2286813213 to SO 2289513075 B 11, 12 
IWT003(v) SO 2430814471 to SO 2361814093 A 11, 13 -

IWT003(i) (CONDITION B) includes the junction (IWT003/004) of sections E8, E9 and E 13 
and most of incline E9 (as identified by John van Laun (2001». The fonnation of this survives 
as a grassed over footpath with no visible surface features. 

IWT003(ii) (CONDITION D) this section includes part of the incline recorded as E 13 by John 
van Laun (200 I). Part of this section runs through private land where it is strewn with rubble 
from nearby construction work. The tramroad, now very overgrown, has been badly damaged by 
the excavation of a drainage gully. 

IWT003(iii) (CONDITION A) relates to inclines EIO and Ell and a small part ofEI2 depicted 
by John van Laun (2001) now in use as a footpath. The inclines are in good condition with some 
exposed stone track bed, although they are slightly overgrown. A stone bridge (IWT003/00 I, 
LB 23814) survives between Ell and E12 with two exposed stone blocks in situ (lWT003/002). 
The watercourse passing wlder the bridge has been divel1ed from its original route. 

The site of the former rolling mills and tramroad route between lWT003(iii) and (iv) has been 
developed for housing. 

IWT003(iv) (CONDITION B) is a tramroad incline now used as a footpath. This incline is the 
same as that used by the earlier L1am-march railroad (IWT002: surviving section IWT002(i». 
The stone track bed survives and is well preserved but slightly overgrown. The section between 
SO 22881 13152 and SO 22868 13213 falls within the scheduled area of Clydach Ironworks 
(SAM BRJ6J). 

IWT003(v) (CONDITION A) survives along what is now a footpath to Gilwern canal. This 
section is well preserved; stone track bed is intact in places and some stone blocks remain in situ. 
However, danlage has been caused by the insertion of drainage channels with the removal of 
stone blocks. It is possible that more remains survive buried beneath the leaf litter. A small 
section of the route above Pwll Rhys has been tarmaced over. 

50 



'" 

Figure 11: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT003(i)-IWT003(v) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Features Recorded Duriug Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix JI) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 10; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Feature Number 

Table 18: Features Associated with IWT003(iii) (see Fi re 12) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

Table 19: Features Associated with JWT003(v (see Fi ure 13) 
Feature Number 

I '.WT~3/~05 
I lWT003/006 . 
lWT003/007 I _ .. _. __ . 

llWT003/008 

IRt~~~~;%~~ 
/-------- -
jlWT003/011 
I lWT003/0·12 

i lWTci03/0 13 

NGR 
Iso 2357414034 
I S023 6 i 8 14093 

1~0~37 6~ 14! 2~ 
I SO 24144 14286 
ISO 24149 i4286 

i
S024189 ~~86 · 
SO 24209 14286 

IsO 2424514421 
I so 24258 14420 

Current Protection/Status 

!Revetment 
~;j-i;ole 

_ I~t:>ne ~Iock 
Drain Pipe 

I ~ i?ne: iJlo';k 
t Stone block 
I Sto;'~ block 

I1 Stone block 
Building 

Part of section IWT003(iv) falls within SAM BR161. 
The stone bridge in section rWT003(iii) is a listed building (23814). 
Part of IWT003(i) is within the Brecon Beacons National Park and lies within Cwm Clydach 
SSSI. 
Part of lWT003(iii) is within the Brecon Beacons National Park and lies within the following 
protected areas; Cwm Clydach Woodlands SAC and PSAC, Cwm Clydach ancient woodland, 
Cwm Clydach NNR and SS SI. 

Identified Threats 
No current threats to surviving sections apart from ongoing erosion of IWT003(ii). 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Extending the scheduled area to include the whole of the incline lWT003(iv) could be 
considered. Consideration could also be given for the scheduling of the lower section of 
IWT003(iii) as it is well preserved and provides a good exan1ple of a change ITom rope worked 
inclines to chain in this area. The eastern section of IWT003(v) could also be considered for 
scheduling as it has high group value with the Gilwem Embankment (SAM MM251) 
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Figure 12: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT003(i)-(iv) and Identified Interests 
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Figure 13: Surviving Tramroad Section IWT003(v) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Plate 3: Listed Bridge (23814) Within Section IWT003(iii), View to Sout~least 

55 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Plate 5: Embankment 
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Southeast Wales Industrial ironworks Landscapes 

Condition JWT003a 
There are no surviving sections of this tramJoad. The route of this section is now that of a minor 
road. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 004: Clydach Railroad 
(05269.0g/05976.0g/05977.0g/06009.0g/06010.0g/276001) 

NGR: SO 24361 14610 to SO 16476 11539 
Date Range: c. 1794 - ? 
Approximate length of tram road = 10 Km 
Overall survival = 20% 

Historical Background 
Construction of the Clydach Railroad came in response to the need of the Brecknock and 
Abergavenny Canal Company to transport coal from the Clydach Valley. Jolm Dadford was 
cODmlissioned to design the railroad in 1794 to run from GelJi-felen coal pits to the canal at 
Glangrwyney on the Usk (the section east of Gilwem has not been surveyed). By _1805 the 
railroad had been extended westwards to Nant y glo and then joined the Rassau Railroad at 
Beaufort (van Laun 2001; Rattenbury 1980). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 20' Routes of Tramroad IWT004 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT004 Clydach Railroad SO 24361 14610 to SO 1647611539 14, 15 

Much of the railroad has been trumaced over and the route is now largely that of minor roads. 
Eastwards from the junction with the Rassau and Trevil TrruTIroads at RJlyd-y-blew, its route can 
be traced along Beaufort Rise, Radford Terrace, Frost Road and Bangor Road. The section 
around Beaufol1 Hill has been destroyed by housing development until south of MaeshaJog 
House. The tramroad continued eastwards along what is now a footpath to a junction at the 
reservoir north of Winchestown. Here a branch would have run southeast to join with tJle 
Disgwylfa Tramroad to Nant y glo. 

From the reservoir the trruTIroad continued northeast and its route can now be followed along 
Alma Street, Brynmawr. A small section of the trruTIroad has been destroyed by BrynnJawr 
roundabout, however, its route can be traced north of the A465 towards Maesygwmha where it 
ran along the north side of the river below Blackrock, passing Daren Ddu quarries . The trammad 
continued northeast through Cheltenham and MaesygwaJ1ha to the canal head at Gilwem. 

A connection from the railroad into the ironworks is thought most likely to have been along a 
stone road across Smart's Bridge (LB 23813, 03204g) depicted on I st Edition OS. John van Laun 
(2001) mentions that the gauge of the bridge is unlikely to be for a tramroad as well as the fact 
that there are no wear marks or means offixing plates. 
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Figure 14: Route of Tramroad IWT004 CJydach Railroad 
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Figure IS: Tramroad IWT004 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IV.T004 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are six surviving sections of IWT004: 

Table 21: Survivin Sections of IWTOO4 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratill!! Number 
IWT004(i) SO 18379 11298 to SO 17622 I 1462 B 16, 17 
IWT004(ii) SO 18379 11298 to SO 18490 11150 C 16, 17 
IWT004(iii) SO 1861411434 to SO 18354 11299 B 16, 17 
IWT004(iv) SO 20430 12338 to SO 20067 12220 E 16, 17 
IWTOO4M SO 22230 12750 to SO 22004 12749 E 16, 18 -
IWT004(vi) SO 24361 14610 to SO 2436714526 C 16, 18 

IWT004(i) (CONDITION B) is in use as a footpath between Maesyhaelog House and the fonner 
Nant y glo Ironworks reservoir north of Winchestown. The trackbed survives and is 
approximately 1.5m wide with drainage ditches and parallel dry stone walls of mixed boulder 
and cut masomy to either side. Between SO 18025 11373 and SO 18196 11326 the tramroad 
deviates into private land, covered by heavy vegetation. A number of stone blocks were recorded 
with good wear detail ; however, the section is eroded in this area. 

IWT004(ii) (CONDITION C) follows a footpath to Waunhculog hOllsing estate. It would have 
originally joined the Disgwlyfa tramroad at this point. This sect ion is heavily eroded and 
littered. No surface remains were recorded. 

IWT004(iii) (CONDITION B) is a continuation of the Clydach railroad over the dam on the east 
side of the former Nant y glo Ironworks reservoir. This section survives as a grassed over bank, 
no surface features were visible. 

IWT004(iv) (CONDITION E) The tranrroad fom1ation survives but is tannaced over for use as a 
footpath, however, buried remains are possible. This section is important as the main surviving 
feature is a scheduled stone-revetted earth causeway with stone archway over Nant Melyn stream 
(SAM MM263, 307962, 276001). From the end of IWT004(iv) to the Rock and Fountain Inn, 
Cheltenham the tramroad has been destroyed, though, its route can roughly be traced along the 
A465. 

IWT004(v) (CONDITION E) the fonnation survives, including a culvert IWT004/004 but it has 
been tarrnaced across the top and used as a footpath. This section in fact fom1s part of the 
Clydach Gorge Heritage Trail. 

The remainder of the tran1road can be traced along a minor road through Cheltenham over at 
least two bridges, IWT004/006 and one which is listed (23837) to Maesygwartha past Machine 
House (IWT004/005, 34645, 34374) to the canal head at Gilwem. Here a small section survives 
rull11ing alongside the canal. 
IWT004(vi) (CONDITION C) is a partly grassed over, partly gravelled section that has been 
damaged by the creation of a track. No surface features were visible. 
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Figure 16: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT004(i)-IWT004(vi) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix II) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the cun'enl survey are 
shown on figure 15; details of these interests are given in Appendix III . 

Table 22: Features Associated with l\Vf004 i see Fi 'ure 17 
Feature Number NGR Type 
rwr004/001 ~ SO 1801 1139 I Stone block 
I rwro04100Z . I SO 1834 Tt"Z9 ~ ~. "iSton~ blo~k . 

Table 23: Features Associated with IWT004(iv) (see Fi re 17) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

, 
_" J 

Table 24: Features Associated with IWr004(v) (see Fi ure 18) 
Feature Number NGR Type 
,rwro04/004 SO 2205 1273 . iCulvel1 

Table 25: Features Associated with IWT004 Other (see Figure 18) 
I Feature Number INGR I Type 
!IWr004/005 IS024179 14375 iBuilding 
!1\\mi 03/00"1 ISO 22535 1 2681 irrnnir"oad Bridge 

Current Protection/Status 
A small section ofIWT004(iv) is scheduled (SAM MM263). 
Smart's Bridge is listed (23813) and scheduled under the area of Clydach Ironworks (SAM 
BRI61). 
A rai lroad bridge under the modem road is listed (23837). 
IWT004(iv), (v) and (vi) are within the Brecon Beacons National Park and lie within the 
protected areas of Usk Bat Sites SAC and PSAC as well as Mynydd Liangatwg SSSI. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified fi'om the UDP. Vehicular activity has already caused some damage to 
the track bed along lWT004(i) and IWT004(ii). 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
An appropriate barrier needs to be put in place to prevent vehicles from accessing the path along 
sections lWT004(i) and (ii). 
The Machine house might be considered for listing. It is in good repair and now used as a 
domestic residence. 
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Figure 17: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT004(i)-(iv) and Identified Interests 
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Figure 18: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT004(v)-(vi) and Identified Features 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 005: Bailey's L1angattock Tram road 
(03213g/05271.0g/05980.0g) 

NGR: SO 21 1 1915287 to SO 19097 10916 
Date Range: c. 1830 - 1876 
Approximate length oftramroad = 7.5 Km (within GGATarea) 
Overall survival = less than 1% within area surveyed 

Historical Background 
In 1828 the Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal Company authorised the Bailey fami ly to build a 
tramroad fTom Nant y glo ironworks to L1angattock quarries (the section north of Waun Watcyn 
was not surveyed during this survey as this lies beyond the boundary of Glamorgan-Gwent). The 
tramroad was fully completed within 18 months and proved to be a saving for the Bailey' s as it 
was cheaper to transport limestone from their own quarries to Nant y glo ironworks than from 
Trevil quarries as they had done previously. The limestone from L1angattock was also said to be 
of better quality than that of Trevil. This tramJ'Oad joined a connection to the Brecknock and 
Abergavenny Canal at Llangattock 

It has been suggested that locomotives were used along this tramroad due to the size, thickness 
and weight of blocks and chairs, along with other documentmy evidence (vml Laun 200 I: pp1 07-
113). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 26' Routes of Tramroad IWTOOS 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
1WT005 Bai ley' s Llangattock SO 2 1 1 19 15287 to SO 19097 10916 19, 20 

Trmnroad 

The route of this tramroad can be followed by a minor road leading around Llangattock 
Mountain south from Waun Watcyn, then west above Blackrock to Brynmawr where it continues 
along Intermediate Road and Lower Bai ley Street. From here it ran due south to Nant y glo 
Ironworks, however, this section has been destroyed by housing and industrial development. 
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Figure 19: Route of Tramroad IWT005 Bailey's Liangattock Tramroad 
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Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Lld 1000179 16 (2006). 
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Figure 20: Tramroad IWTOOS Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Condition of IWT005 
Although no surface features survive, causeways remain beneath the road at Rafod and at the 
base of the fonner incline at Wern Watcyn (see table 27). 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A sununary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix 11) for full details. Archaeological interests identified plior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 20; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 27: Fealures Associated with IWT005 (see Fi ure 21) 
Feature Number NGR Type 
IWTOOS/OOI 

IWTOOS/002 l ... . _ .. _ ... 

Iso 20661 12864 

_ -,S.D 21880 i483~0 

Current Protection/Status 

,Tramroad causeway ! __ .. , __ _ O M _ 

j Tra,~o_a~..:~~~var 

No current protection/status given to surviving features. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 
schemes/mai ntenance. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 

Potential threat from future road 

Maintain as current. The identified features were inaccessible at he time of survey, any works 
having an effect on these features should allow for archaeological recording. 
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21: Tramroad IWTOOS Identified Interests 
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IWT Number 006: Disgwylfa 

NOR: SO 21171 14782 to SO 19079 10592 
Date Range: c. 1818 - 1833 
Approximate length ojtramroad = 9.8 Km 
Overall survival = 49% 

Historical Background 
Disgwylfa quarries were worked by Nant y glo Ironworks from c.1818 although little 
doclUl1entary evidence exists concerning the construction of the tramroad, it is thought to have 
existed by thi s time (Rattenbury 1980). Tramroad branches served a number of quarries in the 
area and were in use up until 1833 at the latest, most falling out of use by 1829 when the 
Bailey's opened their new tramroad to Liangattock quarries (IWT005). 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated six route numbers for the purpose of the survey: 

Table 28' Routes of Tramroad IW1'006 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT006 Disgwylfa Main Tramroad SO 2189014314 to SO 19947 13179 22,23 
IWT006a Dis!(\rylfa Pant Draenog SO 2171 I 14082 to SO 21691 13683 22, 23 
IWT006b Disgwylfa East SO 2191614255 to SO 2169313678 22, 23 
IWT006c Disgwylfa West S0211 7114782toS02181914279 22, 23 
IWT006d Disgwylfa Main SO 19939 13179toSO 1915212794 22,23 

(conjectured) 
IWT006e Disgwylfa Main (south) SO 1915512784 to SO 19155 12784 22, 23 

IWT006 
This route equates to the section of Disgwylfa h'amroad running from the southern entrance to 
the quany of the Lonely Shepherd along the route of the present day footpath across Liangattock 
Mountain and Nant yr Hafod to the edge of the field boundaries of Hafod Farm. This was 
separated from IWT006d as the exact route in this area is unknown. The route of this tramroad 
originally extended further north into the quarries of the Lonely Shepherd, however, this was 
destroyed by the later construction of IWT006b. 

IWT006a 
This h'31lU'oad is a branch off the main line IWT006 running north along a footpath to Pant 
Draenog Quarries. 

IWT006b 
This tramroad is a branch off tJle main line IWT006 running northeast along a footpath to the 
southern extent of the quarries of the Lonely Shepherd. 
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IWT006c 
This route branches off lWT006 nOlihwest through the Quanies of the Lonely Shepherd and can 
be followed along a footpath to Daren quarry where it tenninates. 

IWT006d 
This section of the main line has been completely destroyed and as such a conjectured route 
taken from van Laun (2001) is depicted. The tramroad routes in this area had also changed 
substantially by the first edition map, however, it is shown on a plan from 1821 (Rattenbury 
1980). 

IWT006e (06008.0g/06013.0g) 
This route is a continuation of the main line to Nant y glo Ironworks. The route of this section 
can be traced southwards along a footpath on an escarpment from Clydach Dingle te Clydach 
Street, Brynmawr, then along Well Street and Park Crescent. The tramroad originally crossed 
the main Clydach Railroad then connected to it via a small branch before continuing to the 
ironworks. Thjs southem most section has been destroyed by residential and industrial 
development. 
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Figure 22: Route of Tramroad IWT006 DisgwyIfa 
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23: Tramroad IWT006 Interests 
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Figure 24: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006 (all) 
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Condition of IWT006 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/sun1ival (see Section 5.1). 

A Ithough most of this section of tramroad is traceable on the ground, its condition varies; 
therefore, it has been divided into ten sections detailed below: 

Table 29: Survivin Sections ofIWTOO6 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin!! Number 
IWT006(i) SO 20046 13223 to SO 19947 13 I 80 D 25,26 
IWTOO67ii) SO 20422 13421 to SO 2004613223 B 25,26 
fWT006(iii) SO 20452 13454 to SO 2042213421 D 25, 26 
IWT006(jv) SO 20497 13493 to SO 20452 13454 B 25,26 -
IWTOO6(v) SO 20732 13508 to SO 20497 13493 C 25, 26 
IWT006(~i) SO 20866 13524 to SO 20732 13508 B 25, 26 
IWT006(vii) SO 2115413542 to SO 2086613524 C 25,26 
IWTOO6(viii) SO 21528 13499 to SO 2115413542 B 25, 26 
IWT006(ix) SO 21617 13545 to SO 2152813499 A 25,26 
IWT006(x) S021890 14314to SO 2161713545 B 25,26 

IWT006(i) (CONDITION D) is badly eroded and covered by dense reed growth and bog 
formation. The tramroad in this area is not easily identified. 

IWT006(ii) (CONDITION B) survives as a slightly raised embankment, which runs t1u'ough a 
number a cutlings. This section is grassed over and no features were visible on the surface. Pari 
of this section has been danlaged by a track. 

IWT006(iii) (CONDITION D) bog encroachment has covered the tramroad, therefore it was 
impossible determine its course or see in any detail. 

IWT006(iv) (CONDITION B) represents a well-preserved feature: IWT006/005. A grassed over, 
raised causeway with possible bridge abutments at the nortlleast end. There is some slight 
erosion to the abutments. 

IWT006(v) (CONDITION C) this section has good surviving features in situ , such as stone 
blocks, trackbed and revetment. However, there is heavy erosion along the track and disturbance 
in some places caused by the creation of a gas pipeline corridor. 

IWT006(vi) (CONDITION B) survives in good condition as a grassed over embankment 
approximately 1.8m wide and O.4m high with occasional sections of exposed stone revetment, 
especially visible along causeway IWT006/0 1 O. 

IWT006(vii) (CONDITION C) once again bog has encroached over the tramroad. Causeway 
IWT006/0 10 continues tlrrough this area, however, because of dense reed coverage it is hard to 
identify the exact course of the tramroad in some areas. 
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IWT006(viii) (CONDITION B) is a well-preserved fonnation scarped into the hillside with 
occasional sections of exposed stone revetment similar to IWT006(vi). Sinkholes and areas of 
scree, for example IWT006/0 J 4 sunound this section. 

IWT006(ix) (CONDITION A) this represents an extremely well preserved, stone revetted 
causeway with both sides of the tramroad exposed along the top as two parallel lines of stone 
blocks (IWT006/0 J 5). 

lWT006(x) (CONDITION B) this section is similar to sections lWT006(vi) and (viii), a well 
preserved grassed over embankment contouring the hillside then beading towards the quanies of 
the Lonely Shepherd through a series of cuttings. 
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Figure 25: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006(i)-(x) 
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Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix ll) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to tJle current survey are 
shown on figw'e 23; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 30: Features Associated with n VT006(ii) (sec Figure 26) 
I Feature Number I NGR IT ype 

IIWTo.o.6/o.o.I j SO 20312 1330.3 ITramroad cutting f----- . _______ .___ _l _____ _ 

IIWTo.o.6/o.o.2 I SO 20.21 0. 13264 ITramroad cutt ing _._-- --.----- -" ---.~---

IIWTo.06/003 ISO 20.135 13242 ,Quany 

II\VT006/ 004 . ISO -2_0351 13384 lTr~o_ad cuiti~g 

T able 31: Features Associated with I\VT006(iv) (see Figure 26) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

IIWTo.o.6/005 SO 20433 13469 

Table 32: Features Associated witb 1\\'T006(v) (sec Figure 26) 
I Feature Number INGR I Type 

jlWT006/006 i SO 20607 13540. I Stone blocks 

' IWTo.06/0(17 1 SO 20666 135-38 j!Q-;;-arry 

l i\V!,<J~6/~0~ -- J so~o~86i 35_24 " ~ ~,,:n.:blo;k . 
Table 33: Features Associated with n VT006(vi) (sec Figure 26) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

IIWT006/009 

IIW1'o.06/0 I 0 

,S020812 13507 

I S62o.855 13521 

[Tramroad cuuing 

1 T ramroad causeway 

Table 34: Features Associated with IWT006(vii) (see Figure 26) 
I Feature Number INGR I Type 

IIWTo.o.6/o. IQ i SO 20.855 1352 1 ITramroad causeway 
I· ._- ... .-. _... ... 
1 1"".~Oo.6/~ 1 ~ __ •• _I S021~31 . 1354~ J T;".".,~ad~~IUi~~ 

Table 35: Features Associated with I\\,T006(viii) (sce Figure 26) 
Feature Number NGR Type 
IWTOo.6/012 ---_._,-

'1 1~V~o.o.6/~: 3 
IWTo.o.6/014 

S0211 85 13548 

1-802121713550 
1.·_·.·. ___ ·· ._. _ __ •.• 

ISO 2131913548_ 

1 Tramroad cutting 
!Culvcn--- _. 

IOui'Y_ 
Table 36: Futures Associated with 1"'T006(ix) (see Figure 26) 

!I\VT006/015 IS021531 1350.1 " jTl1l1l1roadCauseway 

Table 37: Features Associated with IWT006(x) (sec Figure 26) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

IWTOo.6/o.16 

I i \\rrOo.6/0 17 
.- - .. _-
IWTOO6/018 

IWTOO61019 

IIWT0061020 

I :~~{~~~~i 

SO 2165513629 

. ~~~~1;~~~~ 

t
l ~~_~~~~::~~~ 
SO 21 708 13807 

~31692 13678 

l!~~!~a~ cutti~~ 
).SuatT)' . . 
tTramroad junction 

~ 12:d1l1ro~~ c~tling -

j
Tramroad cuning 

2:~~_r~~d junction 
Tramway ---- .-
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Figure 26: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006(i)-(x) and Identified Interests 
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Current Protection/Status 
No current protection or status is given to the tramroad. However, all surviving sections lie 
within the protected areas ofUsk Bat Sites SAC and PSAC as well as Mynydd Liangatwg SSSI. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. However, a major problem is seen in increasing bog 
encroachment. Off road vehicular activities could be seen as a potential threat. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
The overall condition of the tramroad is given as good (value B), however, survival may be 
better than is thought, with features surviving in a buried state. This area could benefit from a 
detailed survey and possibly trial excavation to ascertain the true extent of survival. Scheduling 
could be considered for the best preserved sections, in particular the stone revetted causeway 
IWT006(ix) but also IWT006(ii), IWT006(iv), IWT006(viii) and IWT006(x). 
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Condition of IWT006a 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

100% of this route survi ves as one section: 

Table 38: Survivin Sections 0 fIWT006 a 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating I Number 
IWT006a(i) SO 21711 14082 to SO 21691 13683 B 27, 28 

Tills trarnroad branch survives in its entirety, though in a more overgrown state than the main 
route (IWT006). 

IWT006a(i) (CONDITION B) survives as a grassed over embankment with exposed sections of 
stone revetment and heavily revetted causeways visible. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix Il) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 23; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 39: Features Associated with IWT006a i (sec Fi ure 28 
Featnre Number NGR Type 
I IWT006aJOO I ,SO 2169013772 I Tramroad causeway t-· -- -'" - -- _ .. _-- -_. L _ __ ____ . ---- - 1------- .-----
,lWT006aJ002 ,SO 2168713815 iTramroad causeway 

iIWT006aJ003 I SO 21676 14025 iHollow way 
ilWT006aJ004 ISO 21691 13683 ! Tra~oadjunctiol1 

Current Protection/Status 
No current protection or status is given to the tramroad. However, all surviving sections lie 
within the protected areas ofUsk Bat Sites SAC and PSAC as well as Mynydd Llangatwg SSSl. 

Identified Threats 
The tramroad is becoming heavily overgrown. No further threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
More detailed survey/investigation is recommended, to be carried out at a time when vegetation 
growth is less advanced. As the trarnroad appears to be in good condition, it is considered that 
additional features may be buried beneath the undergrowth. The causeways may require some 
conservation work to prevent collapse. This section could be considered for scheduling. 
The quarry area and minor tramroad sections to the quarry faces require further detailed survey. 
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Figure 27: Surviving Tramroad Sections rWT006a(i) 
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Figure 28: Surviving Tramroad Section IWT006a(i) and Identified Interests 
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Condition of IWT006b 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 
100% of this route survives as one section: 

T bl 40 S a c : urVIVID S ectlOns 0 fIWT006b 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin~ Number 
IWT006b(i) SO 2191614255 to SO 21693 13678 B 29,30 

This entire tTamroad branch survives, however, in a more overgrown state than the main route. 

lWT006b(i) (CONDITION B) survives as a grassed over embankment with some exposed 
revetrnent and occasional stone blocks visible; it is unclear if these are surface tramroad blocks 
or stone for revetment as too little was exposed to determine their exact nature 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix Il) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 23 ; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Fenture Number 
, IWT006b/OOl 

IIWT006b/002 
I iwT006b/003 
i rWT006b/004 
i IWT006b/OOS 
i IWT006b/006 

ISO 2183314083 
! so 21853 i4'083 

Current Protection/Status 

_ .~~e~~~nt 
: Stone block 

: ~o~~ c~~on? 
iTramroad cutting 
I T~~~-~ ·~~~tling 

- \ Qu~·;ry-

No current protection or status is given to tbe tramroad. However, all survlvmg sections lie 
within the protected areas of Usk Bat Sites SAC and PSAC as well as Mynydd Llangatwg SSSI. 

Identified Threats 
The tramroad is becoming heavily overgrown. No further threats were identified on the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
More detailed survey/investigation is recommended, to be canied out at a time when vegetation 
growth is less advanced. As the tramroad appears to be in good condition, it is considered that 
additional features may be buried beneath the undergrowth. The causeways may require some 
conservation work to prevent collapse. This section could be considered for scheduling. 
The quarry area and minor tramroad sections to the quarry faces require further detailed survey. 

86 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 29: Surviving Tramroad Section IWT006b(i) 
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Figure 30: Surviving Tramroad Section TWT006b(i) and Identified Interests , 
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Condition of IWT006c 
The identified trarnroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are four surviving sections ofIWT006c equating to 94%: 

Table 42: Survivin Sections ofIWTOO6c 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratiu2 Nnmber 
IWT006c(i) SO 2172514442 to SO 2182414281 B 31,32 
IWT006c(ii) SO 21318 14585 to SO 21725 14442 A 31 ,32 
IWT006c(iii) SO 2119914686 to SO 2127014598 A 31 , 32 
IWT006c(iv) SO 2117114782 to SO 21 19914686 A 31 , 32 

Nearly the entire tramroad branch survives in very good condition. 

IWT006c(i) (CONDITION B) represents feature IWT006c/00 I, a substantial cutting leading 
through a number of quarries. The cutting and quarry areas are well preserved although grass 
covered and strewn with boulders. 

IWT006c(ii) (CONDITION A) is extremely well preserved. It generally survives as a grassed 
over embankment with frequently exposed sections of stone blocks, stone trackbed and ballasted 
revetment, the best examples of which have been recorded as IWT006c/003 and 005 . 

The section between IWT006c(ii) and (iii) has been destroyed by the laying of a gas pipeline. 

IWT006c(iii) (CONDITION A) is again very well preserved like IWT006c(ii). Of note IS 

feature IWT006c/007 a ballasted causeway with exposed stone blocks on its surface. 

IWT006c(iv) (CONDITION A) remains in good condition with numerous, though widely 
spaced, groups of stone blocks surviving in situ. 
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Figure 31: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006c(i)-(iv) 
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Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded dUl1ng survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix ll) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the CUlTent survey are 
shown on figure 23 ; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Tablc 43: Features Associated with IWT006c i (see Fi ure 32 
Feature Number NGR Type 

Table 44: Features Associated with IWT006c ii (sce Fi urc 32) 
FeatureNumbcr NGR Type 

!
IWT006c1002 ISO 21371 14576 iTramroad cutting 
1WT006c1003 :SO 2f670 14494 - 1R:;;vetm;'t ·· -. 
rrwT006~/604 - SO -2i665145iO--! Tr;mroadT~n~li-;;~-- -
liwT006c/00S- 1so 2142814574- - -I Stone block -.--- ---

Feature Number 
I TWT006c/006 
~Wi006cToo7 

ISO 2120014677 
["SO 266914606 

Current Protection/Status 

: Tramroad cutting 

.Lfr~truiad -cause~a~ 

No current protection or status is given to the tramroad. However, all survlvmg sections lie 
within the protected areas of Usk Bat Sites SAC and PSAC as well as Mynydd Llangatwg SSSI. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UD P. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Further detailed survey is highly recommended for all sections p3lticularly lWT006c(ii), (iii) and 
(iv) due to the high frequency of surviving surface features. As the tramroad is in very good 
condition, additional features may be bUl1ed in situ beneath the surface. Scheduling could be 
considered for the best surviving sections of this tramroad. 

Short spurs to the north of this section represent tramroads leading to trial quarries. More 
detailed survey is recommended for the associated quarry areas and any tramroad spurs leacting 
to these. 
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Figure 32: Surviving Trarnroad Sections rwT006c(i)-(iv) and Identified Interests 
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Condition of IWT006d 
There are no surviving sections of thi s part of the tram road. 

It appears that most of the route in this area was removed or tipped by the survey of I st edition 
OS; though CIydach Dingle, Bryn-y-gaer and Coed-cae mawr have remained largely unchanged 
since then, subsequent opencasting, road construction and reclamation have led to a major effect 
on the landscape here. There are traces of later tramroads (depicted on I st Edition OS) to the 
south of the River Clydach, however, it appears that no part ofIWT006d now survives. 
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Condition of IWT006e 
The identified trmmoad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are three surviving sections of rwT006e equating to 9%: 

T bl 46 S • e : urVlvm S ectlOns 0 flWT006 e 
Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT006e(i) SO 19228 12525 to SO 19230 12499 A 33,34 
IWT006e(ii) SO 1919512681 to SO 19217 12553 B 33,34 
IWT006e(iii) SO 1915512784 to SO 19195 12681 B 33,34 

All surviving sections can be found along a footpath running north at the end of Clydach Street. 

lWT006e(i) (CONDITION A) is a short section demarcated by trees to either side of the track. 
Formation survives as a muddy path with exposed stone blocks (IWT006e/OOI). More features 
are possibly buried beneath tbe leaf litter. 

IWT006e(ii) (CONDITION B) is very overgrown. Again the section is demarcated with trees to 
either side and a Hawtborn hedgerow to tbe west. The edge of an opencasted area is located to 
the west. Remains of revetting (JWT006e/002) are very overgrown and it is probable tbat other 
remains exist beneath the undergrowth. 

The section between IWT006e(i) and (ii ) has been destroyed by tbe construction of a modern 
track. 

Iwr006e(iii) (CONDITION B) this section survives as a grassed over fonnation contouring the 
hillside through a cutting (IWT006e/003). Buried remains are possible. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix Il) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 23 ; details oftbese interests are given in Appendix lIl. 

Table 47: Features Associated with IWf006c i sec Fi ure 34 
Feature Number NGR Type 

Table 48: Features Associated with IWf006e ii see Fi 
Feature Number NGR Type 

I lWT006el002 i SO 19203 12618 . I~vetment 

Feature Number 
IWT006e/003 I.SO 19196 12721 --_. --
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Figure 33: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006c(i)-(iii) 
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Figure 34: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006e(i)-(iii) and Identified Interests 
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Current Protection/Status 
No current protection or status is given to the trarnroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified on the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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IWT Number 007: Trevil Railroad 

NGR: SO 11938 13594 to SO 1705907670 
Date Range: J 796 - 1964 
Approximate length of tramroad = 13.3 Km 
Overall survival = 61% 

Historical Background 
The Trevil Railroad Company was formed by the irorunasters of Beaufort, Sirhowy and Ebbw 
Vale ironworks in 1793 in response to the refusal of the Monmouthshire Canal Company to 
undertaken any further tramroad extensions until the completion of those proposed under the 
Monmouthshire Canal Act eight-mile clause. Engineered by Thomas Dadford and completed by 
1796 the railroad brought limestone from Trevil quarries to the ironworks. In 1874 the track was 
re-laid, bar rails being replaced with double-headed rails, implying locomotive traction. At thi s 
date the company' s name was changed to the Trevil Railway Company. However, locomotives 
would have been unable to tTavel along Trevil at this time as the Rassau Railroad (IWT008) was 
not convelted; Trevil depended upon Rassau for its connections to the ironworks. Following the 
departure of Beaufort to L1angattock in the 1830s and the closure of Sirhowy Ironworks in 1882 
limestone was transported only to Ebbw Vale and Victoria Ironworks. The main line was 
converted to standard gauge and re-engineered in 1919 with a connection to the Ebbw Vale 
Private line after Trevil Machine was dispensed with. Further modifications were made in 1938, 
the tramroad remained in use until 1964 when final closure came (van Laun 2001: 12 I - I 27). 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated five route numbers for the purpose of the survey: 

Table 50' Routes of Tramroad IWT007 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT007 Trevil Railroad Main Line SO 1193813594 to SO 14668 11511 35, 36 
lWT007a Trevil Railroad Beaufort SO 17320 12387 to SO 16204 I 1536 35, 36 

Line 
IWT007b Trevil Railroad Ebbw Vale SO 1689310961 to SO 17218 09703 35, 36 

Line 
IWT007c Trevil Railroad Sirhowy SO 144641 1149 to SO 14376 10390 35,36 

Line 
IWT007d Trevil Line to Victoria SO 1705 I 09926 to SO 1705907670 35, 36 

IWT007, IWT007a, IWT007b and IWT007c were all linked to the Rassau Railroad (IWT008), 
which acted as an intennediary line allowing the transportation of limestone between Trevil 
machine and the Beaufort, Ebbw Vale and Sirhowy Ironworks. IWT007d linked to IWT007b 
and served Victoria Ironworks. 
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IWT007 (05222.0gl05223 .Ogl05224.0g/05269.3 g/05269 .2g105269.3 g) 
This comprises the main route running southeast from Trevil quarries across Mynydd Llangyndir 
to Trevil Machine. Whilst Trevil Machine is now destroyed the route of the tramroad can still be 
followed along a bridle way to Trevil and the entrance to the quarries. Trevil quarries remain in 
operation, therefore, the section north of Railway Terrace was not surveyed. 

IWT007a (54303) 
This route fonned a junction with Rassau Railroad at Rhyd y Blew and ran to Beaufort 
ironworks where for a sbort time it was possible to connect straight to the Beaufort Railroad 
(IWT021). Trevil Railroad also joined the Clydach Railroad at Rhyd y Blew. The route can be 
followed along Church Crescent and Beaufort Rise to the end of Ebbw View. Here it enters 
private land and therefore was not surveyed. A branch also ran north/northeast to an iron mine at 
Garnlydan. This route can be traced along Raglan Terrace and north along Primitive Place 
through Bryn Coch housing estate. 

IWT007b 
This part of the route met the end of the Rassau Railroad (IWT008) at Beaufort Ironworks near 
what is now Newchurch Road and ran south to the furnace tops at Ebbw Vale ironworks. Its 
route can be followed along Newchurch and Pant y Fforest Roads. 

IWT007c 
Tlus route served Sirhowy ironworks, branching off the Rassau Railroad (IWT008) at Penmarc 
and running almost parallel with it to the ironworks. 

lWT007d 
This line to Victoria Ironworks is the latest of all the Trevil lines and was not completed until 
after 1843. It ran from Ebbw Vale parallel to the Ebbw Vale Private Line (IWTOI9) across the 
now listed causeway and tunnels, then turned south to Victoria. 
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Figure 35: Route of Tramroad IWT007 Trevil Railroad 
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Figure 36: Tramroad IWT007 Showing Archaeological Interests (pre-survey) 
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Condition of IWT007 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

A large portion of this trarnToad (61 %) is very well preserved, including two sections of the 
original tram road route and a number of passing loops. The surviving route has been split into 
six sections to represent clifferent conditions of survival: 

Table 51: SUl"vivin Sections of IWTOO7 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin!!: Number 
IWT007(i) SO 13771 11744 to SO 14450 11563 A 37,38 
lWT007(ii) SO 13502 ll991 to SO 13771 I 1744 E 37,38 
IWT007(iii) SO 13227 12231 to SO 1348112079 A 37, 38 -
IWT007(iv) SO 13227 12231 to SO 13502 11991 E 37, 38 
IWT007(v) SO 12897 12268 to SO 13028 12286 B 37,38 
IWT007(vi) SO 12250 12772 to SO 13227 12231 B 37, 38 

IWT007(i) (CONDITION A) the majority of the tramroad runs to one side of the bridle way. It 
is well preserved as a grassed over embankment with in situ surface features exposed in places; 
these include stone blocks, stone trackbed, wooden sleepers and stone revetting. A particularly 
good example is IWT007/002. Trevil machine and a small section to the east oflWT007(i) have 
been destroyed by road construction. 

IWT007(ii) (CONDITION E) survives in formation with some exposed surface features similar 
to IWT007(i) above but has been gravelled over for use as a blidle way. Areas of erosion and 
damage probably caused by vehicles were noted. 

IWT007(iii) (CONDITION A) is an exceptionally well-preserved elevated section of original 
tramroad (pre-1919 bypass), including a substantially revetted causeway (IWT007/024) with two 
arched bridges (IWT007/012,013) (see John Van Laun K3, K4, K5). The section is grassed 
over, however, impressions of later sleepers buried beneath the surface can be seen. Many areas 
of revelment are exposed through the grass and a number of culverts were recorded. The 
tramroad runs adjacent to a quarried face partway along the eastern most section of the loop. 

IWT007(iv) (CONDITION E) represents the post-I 9 I 9 causeway (identified as K6 by .lohn Van 
Laun), that replaced IWT007(iii). This section is heavily gravelled over and in use as a bridle 
way, however, buried remains are possible. 

IWT007(v) (CONDITION B) is another section of the original route (noted as K2 by John Van 
Laun). It is a well-preserved section; grassed over with sleeper impressions and a square stone 
culvel1 (IWT007/020) surviving in good condition. 

IWT007(vi) (CONDITION B) the formation of the tramroad is well preserved, surviving as a 
grassed embankment. Revetment is exposed in places and a number of culverts were recorded. 
To the north of IWT007(vi), the tramroad lies within an active quarry, therefore, it was not 
possible to survey this section. It is likely that ongoing quarrying has destroyed much of this 
section, once it enters the quarry. 
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Figure 37: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT007(i)-IWT007(vi) 
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Southeast Wales lndustriallronworks Landscapes 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix Il) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 36; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 52: Features Associated with rWT007(i see Fi ure 38 
Featm·. Number NGR Type 

I IWT007/00 I Iso 1414 1154 . I Wooden sleepers I 
11WT007/002 - -- - ---ts-OI38:)"i172 - - 1 SU;;;-eBlock --- - -. ! 
IWT007/003 -- - SO·1379 1174 .- -! Revetment --------, , . 

Feature Number 
I IWT007/00~ __ 

I
liWT007/005 

IWT007/006 . -

NGR 

. __ ISO 1372 11 75 
SO 1369 1174 

I SO i 3653 11742 

Table 54: Features Associated with IWT007 iii sce Fi ure 38) 
Featur. Number NGR Type 
IWT007/007 ISO 1347 1211 IStone block 
IWT007/008 ISO 134712-i4 
[W1'007/009 . I SO 1347 j 221 
IWT007/010 

I,·~~~~;~E 
I ~_TO~~/O I! 
I rWT007/014_ 
IWT007/015 

IIWToO-7/016 

I rW1'oo'::/O! 7 

I
~WT007/02~ __ 
IWT007/025 ------_ .. 

I IWT007/026 

lSci 1344122~ _ 

~_~<? 13~ 2 123~ 
i SO 1343 1249 
Iso 1338 125i 

_ ! so !33~1 249 
ISO 13351249 
IS01335 1233 

1'~O~32? 1224_ 
.SO 13431249 
j - ----_. 
ISO 1336 1242 
! SO-I 3-36 124 I -

I 
Quarry 
Revelment 

.1c~~~~~_ 
[prain 

IB~idge 
!Bridge 

I Re~~t~~nl_ 
!Leat 
ICulvert 

") Re~lelm~n t _ 
jTramroad causeway 
i Woode;'~h;epe;s -
JRev~tment . - . 

Table 55: Features Associated with rWT007(v) (sce Fi ure 38 
Feature Number NGR Type 
IWT0071019 SO 1290 1226 I Tramway 

I ~WT0071020 I S0~~951231 i c~lv:rt 

Table 56: Features Associated with IWT007(vi) (sce Fi 
Feature Number NGR Type 

IIWT007/018 ISO 1225 1274 
IrWT0071021 . isOTi071229 -
liwTOri:7/022 ! SO 131'1 j 225 

.~ .-. -----~-

IS~~~6:' 123~ __ _ 
1-- -~-.-~-

LrWT~07/~23 

jCulvert 
ICulvelt 
rCulv-;;n -
l!j:~i~_~ I~op 
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Figure 38: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT007(i)-(vi) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Current Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection or status afforded to this tramroad. The surviving sections lie 
within an EI6 special landscape area on the UDP. 

Ideutified Threats 
Ongoing quarrying threatens the survival of any remains of the northern most section. Erosion 
from off road vehicles is a problem especially along IWT007(ii). On IWT007(iii) water erosion 
has scoured the track bed. No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
It is recommended that section IWT007(iii) at least is scheduled due to the high number of 
surviving features and good condition, especially IWT007/012, 013 and 024. Some conservation 
work is required for the revetment along this section and especially the north side of the 
causeway and bridges. 

Prevent further erosion of surviving sections from off road vehicles. This area would repay more 
detailed survey and possible excavation, particularly for IWT007(iii) . A number of features 
related to quarrying were also noted in the area, which require further survey. 
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Southeast Wales lndustriallronworks Landscapes 

Plate 11: Single Arched Bridge IWT007/012 on Causeway IWT007/024 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT007a 
It is possible that a small section of tramroad survives beneath the undergrowth adjacent to the 
footpath at Bryn Coch housing estate or even under the footpath itself, however, no remains were 
noted. The rest of the tramroad has been destroyed by the construction of the A465. 

Condition of IWT007b 
There are no visible surviving remains of this tramroad. 

Condition of IWT007c 
This entire section of the Trefil tram road has been destroyed by development of Crown Business 
Park and modem housing estates. 

Condition of IWT007d 
The entire section of this tramroad south of Market Square has been destroyed by extensive 
redevelopment of the area. However part of its route can be traced along the road east of Market 
Square over Steelworks Road via the causeway and tunnels of the former Ebbw Vale Private 
Line completed previously in 1813. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 008: Rassau Railroad (OS998.0g/0S26S.0g) 

NGR: SO 16891 10968 to SO 14362 10172 
Date Range: 1796 - 1907 
Approximate length oftramroad = 4 Km 
Overall survival = 14% 

Historical Background 
Construction of the Rassau Railroad was authorised by the Monmouthshire Canal Act and was 
completed in 1796. This formed a connection with the Beaufort Railroad at Beaufort and 
allowed a link to be maintained between the Sirhowy, Beaufort and Ebbw Vale Ironworks. The 
Rassau Railroad was also connected to Trevil Railroad (IWT007) at Trevil Machine and three of 
its branches (IWT007a, IWT007b and IWT007c) which served the atorementioned ironworks 
with limestone fyom Trevil quarries. All three of these railroads were engineered by Thomas 
Dadford and as such shared the same track gauge. The Clydach Railroad was later connected to 
Rassau at Rhyd y Blew. The link to the Beaufort Railroad was severed c.1805 when it was 
converted to a plateway. However, the Rassau Railroad continued to link the Trevil sections until 
1907; it was then abandoned after Trevil was connected to the Ebbw Vale Private Line (van 
Laun 2001: 121-129). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 57· Routes of Tramroad IWT008 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT008 Rassau Railroad SO 16891 10968 to SO 14362 10172 39, 40 

From its connection with the Beaufort Railroad near what is now Newchurch Street, Beaufort, 
the tramroad ran northwest to Rhyd y Blew. Its route can be traced along Cwm Hir Road, then 
along a footpath running above Allotment Road. From Rhyd y Blew it ran west, crossing a 
stream to Trevil Machine. This section of the route can be followed along the present day 
Rassau Road. From Trevil Machine the tramroad ran south to Sirhowy Ironworks. 

Its main connections with the Trevil Railroad (IWT007) were at Trevil Machine, which allowed 
traffic to be direct west to Sirhowy or east to Beaufort and Ebbw Vale; at Penmarc where the 
Trevil Sirhowy line (IWT007c) ran parallel with it to the ironworks; at Rhyd y Blew where it 
connected both with a line to the north section of Beaufort Ironworks (IWT007a) and with tbe 
Clydach Railroad (IWT004) and at Newchurcb Street where the Trevil line (IWT007b) ran to 
Ebbw Vale furnaces. 

111 



Figure 39: Route of Tramroad IWT008 Rassau Railroad 
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Figure 40: Tramroad IWT008 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT008 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5. I). 

There are two surviving sections of fWT008: 

T bl 58 S a e : urVlvm S f cc IOns 0 fIWT008 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT008(i) SO 1603511533 to SO 16036 11517 E 41,42 
IWT008(ii) SO 16212 11524 to SO 16642 11226 E 41,42 

The western section of the tramroad south of the A465 has been destroyed by development of 
Crown Business Park and housing estates. From Nant-y-croft the route of the tramroad can be 
traced along Rassau Road until just before it passes under College Road. 

fWT008(i) (CONDITION E) is a small section surviving as a tarmaced footpath over a fonner 
stone tramroad bridge (308649). This area is very overgrown; as a result it was not possible to 
assess the condition of the bridge. The tramroad has been destroyed by later road construction 
until opposite the car park of Rhyd-y-blew lnn where its route can be rejoined as a footpath. 

lWT008(ii) (CONDITION E) now used as a footpath survives in fonnation as a raised 
embankment, sloping southeast down to Allotment Road. It has been tannaced over along the 
top, however, the sides are grassed and at one location surviving revetment was visible through 
the grass (fWT008/002). John Van Laun notes this section as K8. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix 11) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 40; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 59: Features Associated with IWT008(ii) (sce Fi ure 41) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

lWT008/00 1 I SO 16_50 1131 ! Bounda,y marker 
ilWT0081002 SO 1650 1131 [Revet;';ent 
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Figure 41: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT008(i)-(ii) 
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Figure 42: Surviviug Tramroad Sections IWT008(i)-(ii) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Current Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection or status afforded (0 this tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
The tramroad is nearly completely destroyed with any remains buried beneath tarmac. 

Clearance of undergrowth around IWT008(i) would enable more detailed survey of the surviving 
hridge, conservation should then be carried out as needed. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 009: Hall's Trevil (06774g) 

NGR: SO 11631 13981 to SO 11520 07342 
Date Range: 1815 - 1884 
Approximate length oftramroad = 8.4 Km 
Overoll survival = 7% 

Historical Background 
Benjamin Hall became the owner of both the Lower and Upper Rhymney furnaces in 1810. At 
this time limestone was transported to these ironworks along the Tredegar Trarnroad and the 
Rhymney Branch. To avoid the payment of excessive tolls and to generate income, Hall set 
about building a tram road to serve Rhymney, independent of the others. This was conducted in 
two stages (both completed by 1815) to get around the eight-mile limitation clause set by the 
Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal Company. Hall's Trevil Tramroad (lWT009) was Guilt from 
Rhymney Lower furnace to the Quarryman's Arms near Trevil quarries with a branch to 
Rhymney Upper Furnace. At the Quarryman's arms the tram road linked to the Brynoer 
Trarnroad (IWTO 17) also built by Hall, which allowed passage to the canal at Talybont-on-Usk. 
A branch from Brynoer Collieries also connected to Hall's Trevil Tramroad. Construction of 
Hall ' s Trevil Tramroad had the effect of reducing the distance and cost of transporting limestone 
and iron ore. In 1852 Rhymney abandoned Trevil quarries in favour of Twynau Gwynion and 
Hall's Trevil Tramroad was out of use altogether by 1884 (van Laun 2001: 138-142). 

{rl,neral Description 
This trarnroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 60' Routes of Tramroad IWT009 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWfOO9 Hall's Trevil Tramroad SO 11631 13981 to SO 1152007342 43,44 

From Rhymney Ironworks (lower) the trarnroad ran north to Lechryd, here a small branch 
continued to Rhymney upper furnace and the main line ran northeast to Waundeg before turning 
north to Trevil where its route is now that of Trefil Road until just northeast of Tafarn Ty Uchaf, 
here the tramroad entered Trevil quarries. This trarnroad joined with the Brynoer Tramroad near 
the Quarryman 's Arms, Trevil. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
43: Route of Tramroad IWT009 Hall's Trevil 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 44: Tramroad IWT009 Showing Archaeological Interests (pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industriallronworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT009 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are two surviving sections ofJWT009: 

T hi 61 S a e : urVlvm S ectIODs 0 fIWT009 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin2 Number 
IWTOO9(i) SO 11847 13229 to SO 11979 12924 B 45,46 
IWTOO9(ii) SO 1261411448 to SO 12685 11165 C 45, 46 

The tramroad has been destroyed south of the A465 by housing development and open casting. 
To the north of the A465 the tramroad has been removed during development of Tafarnaubach 
Industrial estate as far as Nant y Bwch. North of Nant y Bwch farnl the trarnroad has been 
tarmaced over and the route is now that of Trefil Road. 

IWT009(i) (CONDITION B) survives in a slight cutting just east of Trevil Road. It is grassed 
over with no surface remains visible. 

IWT009(ii) (CONDITION C) is located pattly on private land. The sections either side of 
Penrhyn farm survive as a grassed over linear embanked fonnation suffering some erosion. 

North of IWT009(i) the tramroad has been disturbed by creation of an access track for heavy 
machinery to the quarries. This northern most section was not surveyed as the quarries are still 
in operati on. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix Il) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 44; details of these interests are given in Appendix III. 

Table 62: Features Associated with IWT009 i) (sce Fi ure 46 
Feature Number NGR Type 

I IW2009/~.~ . J~()_~I.?~~~54 . _ .1 ~~a~r~ad junction 
IWT0091002 i SO 11939 13006 Tran;road Cutting-
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 45: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT009(i)-(ii) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Current Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection or status afforded to this tranu·oad. The surviving section lies 
within EI6 special landscape area on the UDP. 

Identified Threats 
Ongoing quarrying threatens the survival of any remains of the northern most section. No threats 
were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 

Maintain as current. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 010: Rhymney Tramroad Branch 

NGR: SO 13228 10492 to SO 1084409160 
Date Range: c. 1806 - 1815 
Approximate length of tram road = 3.1 Km 
Overall survival = 3% 

Historical Background 
The Rhymney Tramroad was constructed c.1806 by Homfray and Co of Tredegar as a branch of 
the Tredegar Tramroad (IWf0 I 8) to transport limestone from Trevil qUaJries to Rhymney Upper 
furnace as well as to caIT)' iron out from Rhymney via Tredegar. However, this was short lived 
as the branch was made redundant by 18 I 5 with the construction of Hall 's Trevil (lWT009) and 
the Brynoer (IWTO 17) Tramroads (van Laun 200 I: 136). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 63' Routes of Tramroad rWTOJO 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
lWTOIO Rhymney Trarnroad Branch SO 13228 10492 to SO 10844 09160 47, 48 

Branching west from a junction with Tredegar Tramroad (IWTO I 8) at Dukestown the tramroad 
ran to Rhymney Upper Furnace. Part of its route can be followed along Merthyr Road and the 
A465. 
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Figure 48: Tramroad IWTOIO showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWTOIO 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
conditionlsw-vival (see Section 5.1). 

Nearly the whole tramroad route has been destroyed by land reclanlation and road construction, 
only one small section remains: 

4 S Table 6 : urvivin S ectlOlls 0 fIWTOIO 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin!! Number 
IWTOIO(i) SO 10844 09160 to SO 10890 09083 U 49, 50 

IWTO 10(i) (CONDITION U) is the only sUl-viving section ofIWTO I O. This area is on private 
land and therefore was inaccessible at the time of survey. The surviving section of tram road is 
on raised ground, running down a slight incline to the site of the old furnaces. Some revetment 
(IWTO 10/00 I) was visible. Further sUl"Vey is recommended to ascertain whether any surface 
features survive. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix 1I) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current sUl-vey are 
shown on figure 48; details of these interests are given in Appendix HI. 

TabJe 65: Features Associated with IWTOI0 j scc Fi re 50 
Feature Number NGR Type 
I IWTOI 0/00 I ISO 10842 09157 I Revetment 

Current Protection/Status 
No protection is currently afforded to the surviving section IWTO I 00 ). 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
If with further survey works or trial excavation the tramroad section IWTOIO(i) is found to be 
well preserved, consideration could be given to extending the already scheduled area of 
Rbymney Upper furnace (GM403) to incorporate any sUl"Viving remains. 
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Figure 49: Surviving Tramroad Section IWTOIO(i) 
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Figure 50: Surviving Tramroad Section IWTOIO(i) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial lronworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 011: Morlais East 

NGR: SO 05093 09982 to SO 07235 07676 
Date Range: c. 1825 - ? 
Approximate length of tramroad = 5.2 Km 
Overall survival = 39% 

Historical Background 
The Dowlais Iron Company opened a new limestone quarry at Morlais (east) after leaving 
Twynau Gwynion quarries in 1825. Despite this a tramroad connecting the quarries to the 
Dowlais and lvor Ironworks was not opened until the 1830s. The gauge was 4ft 2in, the same as 
the Penydarren trarnroad allowing traffic to transfer between the two. By 1832 it is possible that 
combined wheel locomotives such as Yn Barod Etto could have worked the line to Morlais East 
as they were able to run on 4ft 2in as well as standard gauge railways. It is suggested iliat any of 
Dowlais' standard gauge locomotives could have worked this tranlfoad following likely 
conversion of the track after 1838 (van Laun 2001: 169-170). 

General Description 
This tranlfoad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 66- Routes of Tramroad IWTO 11 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWTOII Morlais East SO 05093 09982 to SO 07235 07676 51,52 

A large number of tranlfoad spurs branch off the main tranlfoad route to access different quarry 
faces. Only the main branches were sw-veyed dw-ing this project. 

The northern section of the trarnroad through the quarries is now a designated trail known as 
Morlais Heritage Trail; set up by Pen-y-Dre high school in conjunction with Merthyr 
Groundwork Trust. The trail starts opposite the lower car park of the Brecon Mountain Railway 
alongside Morlais Golf Cow-se. From here the trarnroad ran a winding cow-se southwards 
through Pant to the Ivor Works, its route can be partly followed along Pant Road. The tram road 
continued southeast to the eastern extent of Dowlais Ironworks where it joined the Penydarren 
Tranu·oad. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 51: Route of Tramroad IWTOll MorIais East 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 52: Tramroad IWTOll Showing Archaeological Interests (pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWTOll 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5. 1). 

There are three surviving sections of IWTO 11 : 

Table 67: Survivin Sections ofIWTOll 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin!! Number 
IWTOIl(i) SO 05811 09651 to SO 06003 09496 B 53,54 
IWTOII(ii) SO 05876 09768 to SO 05915 09596 D 53, 54 
IWTOI ](iii) SO 05093 09982 to SO 05876 09768 E 53,54 

IWTO II (i) (CONDITION B) survives as fonnation , grassed over with no obvious above ground 
features. The western most section appears to retain buried sleepers. 

IWTOII (ii) (CONDITION D) tJ1C route of the tramroad is discernable, however, the track 
fonnation itself has been subject to substantial damage from the excavation of a drain. Remains 
of stone blocks and later wooden sleepers were found to either side of the track and some in situ 
remains are visible in the drain section. A small siding survives along the revetment IWTOII /03. 

IWTOII (iii) (CONDITION E) most likely represents a later phase of the tramroad. Wooden 
sleepers survive intact above ground in numerous places and also buried as grassed over bumps 
along the tramroad ·alongside the present walking track. Several branches to the quan-y face 
connect to the main line, the junctions of which are clearly visible. Collapsed buildings 
associated with the quan-y are situated nearby. This is possibly an extension or alteration to the 
earlier stone built tramway, the remains of which may be preserved underneath the wooden 
sleepers as indicated by the damage to IWTOll (ii). 
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Figure 53: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWTOll(i)-(iii) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix II) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 52; details of these interests are given in Appendix 1II. 

Tablc 68: Fcaturcs Associated with rWTOll i scc Fi ure 54) 
Fcature l'Iumber NGR Type 

~
~!.~~~001 __ ._ !~~~93 0957 ~,:"~-"Iock 
~~! 1/002 _ J SO 0593 095~ ICulvert 
IWTOII /003 . ISO 0592 0959 ·I Reve~e·nl 

Table 69: Fcatures Associated with rWTOI1(ii (scc Fi ure 54 
Fcature Numbcr NGR Type 

IrwTOII /004 Iso 05910961 _ .I Iron !.ramroad Ch.." ir:.... 
! rwTO 11 /005 1 so 0591 0961 . Wooden sleeper 
IrWTOi 1/006 ISO 0591 0961 l Slon~· block 
I·rw'foi 1100'1 I SO 0590 0966 ! Slone biock 

1 I.:V!Oil/~08 . - ®.~~90.0~6( _ ·l~ITl~ki'n ·· 

Table 70: Featurcs Associated with IWTOII(iii see Fi ure 54) 
Featurc Number NGR Type 

1 1::y!~ 11 /0?9 I ~~ ~5~7 .o~~~ l::yo~den sl~~per 

~rwT011 /010 .. jSO ~~~320984~ . ~~..'!cn ~~epcr . 
_IW .. T_O .. 1_1/_0.1_1 SO 0534 0992 't BlIilding 
IrwTOI11012 :S0·0530 0994 Quarry building 
iIWTOII /013 !8005130 09989 I:fram~oadjunction 

Current Protection/Status 
The surviving section of tramroad currently receives no statutory protection. Morlais Heritage 
trail may be seen to aid preservation of this area, through drawing attention to the features. 

Identified Threats 
Dereliction and drainage are the most prominent threats at present. There is some minor erosion 
from off road vehicles. 
The area is highlighted as derelict land and as an informal recreation area in the UDP. 'Limited 
and sensitive ' reclamation works are proposed for the quarry area. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
This area is untidy and littered. Information panels have been vandalised although some wayside 
sign posting remains. Conservation of the trarnroad and surrounding quarry areas is needed. 
This extractive landscape is of some interest and should be preserved and enhanced. Further 
survey of the tramroad and quarries is required. Excavation might be undertaken to investigate 
the phasing and construction of the trarnroad and it branches. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 012: Morlais West (03173.0m) 

NGR: SO 04929 09972 to SO 05600 07013 
Date Range: c. J 800 - J 870s 
Approximate length 0/ tramroad = 4.8 Km 
Overall survival = 34% 

Historical Background 
Evidence suggests that a tramroad was in existence between Morlais West quarries and 
Penydarren Ironworks by 1800. Penydarren worked the quarries with Plymouth from this period 
and through running to the Plymouth ironworks via Penydarren tramroad was realised in 1803. 
Extension of the tramroad further north into the quarries was undertaken by 1830, this section 
seems to have remained open until the closure of Plymouth Ironworks in the 1870s. The lines to 
the southern quanies most likely closed along with Penydarren ironworks in 1859 (van Laun 
2001: 170-182). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 71' ROlltes of Tramroad IWTOJ2 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT012 Morlais West SO 04929 09972 to SO 05600 07013 55,56 

Morlais West took a winding route north [rom its junction with the Penydarren Tramroad at 
Penydarren Ironworks, past Morlais Castle to the quanies. The section of tramroad from the 
A4102 to SO 04901 09172 has been substantially destroyed. However, its route can be followed 
in places along the present route of Tramroad Lane and Goetre Lane through The Gurnos. 

The surviving line of tramroad north of SO 0490 I 09172 is now a designated trail known as 
Morlais Heritage Trail; set up by Pen-y-Dre high school in conjunction with Merthyr 
Groundwork Trust. The trail starts opposite the lower car park of the Brecon Mountain Railway 
alongside Morlais Golf Course. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
"':""-'~55: Route of Tramroad IWT012 Morlais West 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 56: Tramroad IWT012 Showing Archaeological Interests (pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT012 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5. l). 

There are three sw-viving sections oflWTO 1 2: 

Table 72: Survivin Sections oflWTOJ2 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWTOl2Ti) SO 0482309487 to SO 04901 09172 C 57, 58 
TWTOI2(ii) SO 04744 09749 to SO 04889 09180 A 57,58 
IWTO I 2(iiD SO 04929 09972 to SO 04706 09637 E 57, 58 

IWTOI2(i) (CONDITION C) is traceable on the ground although remains are -generally 
ephemeral. The most visible part of the fonnation lies between SO 0484 0930 and SO 0485 
0943. 

TWTOI2(ii) (CONDITION A) a well preserved section of tramroad with stone blocks. Blocks 
have fixing holes and wear marks. In some places both the left and right side of the track are 
visible i.e. TWTO I 2/003 and 006 and junctions are clearly visible. 

IWTO 1 2(iii) (CONDITION E) this section of track is later than IWTO I 2(i) and (ii) and represents 
ao exteosion to quarries north of Morlais castle. Partly shown on a map of 1830, these had been 
extended by 1875. This section was constructed with wooden sleepers. Surface imprints are 
visible where sleepers have been removed (IWTOJ2/010) and parts of sleepers below these 
exposed suggesting replacement or renewal of track at a later stage. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 57: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT012(i)-(iii) 
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Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix TJ) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 56; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 73: Features Associated with IWT012 i (see Fi ure 58) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

Table 74: Features Associated with IWT012(ii) (see Fi ure 58) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

' IWTOl2/001 iS00487 0922 !Stoneblock 
liwT012;602 . .' ['so 0483 0926' I R~-';';i;",;,;t ' 
ilWTo121003 rSO<i479~09~6 " i s;;;-n'e block 
I IWTO 12/004 ,500477 0944 iQuarry 
lrWTOl2i605 . Iso 0475 095i~'" :Sto--;;e bJoZk -

I
, IWTO 12/006 

IWTOl2/007 

! IWTQ'I2/008 

I so 0472 0959 ,Quarry 
: SO 047.00968 ~St~ne block 

: 5,0. 04~9 0969 'Tram,':oad l,:,nction. 

Table 75: Features Associated with IWT012(iii (see Fi ure 58) 
.Feature Number 

i IWTO 12/009 
i tWio 121616 
:lwT012ioij 

NGR 

! 5() 04~7 0978 
! SO 0466 0986 
I S00486 0996 

Current Protection/Status 

! !ram!oad junctio~ 
: Y'! ~~:~ ~leep.er 
:Building 

The surviving section of tramroad currently receives no statutory protection. Morlais Heritage 
trail may be seen to aid preservation of this area, through drawing attention to the feature. 

Identified Threats 
There is some minor erosion [yom off road vehicles. The area is used for outdoor pursuits, i.e. 
climbing, this could contribute minor danlage to quany features, though an appropriate level of 
information could easily prevent this. 

The area is highlighted as derelict land and informal recreation area in the UDP. 'Limited and 
sensitive' reclamation works are proposed for the quarry area. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
This end of the Morlais Heritage Trail is better maintained than the east; whilst some wayside 
sign posting remains, the existing information panels have been vandalised. Conservation of the 
tramroad and surrounding quarry areas is needed. This is an important and generally well 
preserved landscape, as a result consideration should be given to its preservation and protection. 

Further survey of the tramroad and qU31yies is recommended. Excavation might help to 
determine the phasing and construction of the tramroad and it branches. 
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Tramroad Sections IWT012(i)-(ili) and Identified Interests 
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Plate 12: Tramroad Section rwTOI2(ii), View to South 
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IWT Number 013: Tappendens' Tramroad (03225.0m) 

NGR: SN 88712 06736 to SO 0151202181 
Date Range: 1802 - ? 
Approximate length oftramroad = 19.3 Km 
Overall survival = 20% 

Historical Background 
It took long deliberation before the construction of a tramroad connecting the ironworks at 
Llwydcoed and Abemant with the Neath Canal was finally begun. The tramroad was eventually 
built in two sections; the first by the Neath Canal Company commenced in 1802 from the canal 
head at Glyn Neath to Wyfra bridge, the second by Homfray, Birch and the Tappendens 
eastwards from the bridge to the ironworks (Mear 1999). The whole tramroad was eventually 
opened in 1805. The section east of Hirwaun (IWTO 13), also known as the -Abernant 
Tramroad,carried limestone brought from Penderyn along the pre-existing Mr Glover's tram road 
(see IWTOI4) to Aberdare and Abemant furnaces. Following the eventual commencement of the 
Aberdare Canal in 1809 a new tram road branch was built from the proposed canal head to Gelli 
Isaf bridge. Later in 1819 Abemant ironworks constructed a direct line to the canal, making the 
route westwards (IWTO 13a) redundant. In 1827 Gadlys ironworks was linked via a small branch 
to Robertstown bridge. (van Laun 200 I: 188-196). The growth of Abemant ironworks resulted in 
increased traffic and acted as a catalyst for the conversion of the eastern section of tramroad to 
Aberdare canal firstly to a steam-hauled line and then to a railway in 1852. 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated two route numbers for the purpose of the survey: 

Table 76' Routes of Tramroad IWT013 

Route Name Location FJgure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT013 Tappendens' Tramroad SN 9616405313 to SO 01512 02181 59,60 
IWTOl3a Tappendens' Tramroad SN 88712 06736 to SN 96164 05313 59,60 

West 

IWT013 
This route represents the most long-lived section of Tappendens' Tramroad east of Hirwaun, 
which thrived after the construction of the Aberdare Canal. This includes the original route 
running between Abemant and Llwydcoed to Hirwaun; later branches built to the new canal head 
from Gelli-Jsaf bridge and Abernant ironworks as well as the 1827 branch linking Gadlys 
ironworks (34884) to the whole system. From Hirwaun the route can be followed along a 
taffi1aced track and footpath just south of the River Cynon above Penywaun to Gelli-isaf bridge 
near Llwydcoed. Through the site of Llwydcoed ironworks the route can be followed along a 
footpath then minor road to Abernant, where the later route to the canal can be traced as a 
footpath to the canal. The branch running from a junction at Gelli-isafbridge (01084m, 34815) 
to the canal can now be traced along a taffi1aced footpath to the canal. 
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IWTO 13a (03225.0m) 
This route runs west from Hirwaun to the Neath canal head at Glyn-Neath (noted as U3 and 
U4by van Laun). This section was more or less abandoned after the opening of the Aberdare 
canal and extension of the eastern section. Most of the tramroad route now comprises minor 
roads and tracks. From Hirwaun this route can be followed along Manchester Place and 
Meadow Lane; from this point the tram road route has been interrupted by road construction and 
land redevelopment. Its route can be picked up again along Rigos Road. It heads south west 
through private land and then along a footpath as far as Wyfra Ucha. West of Wyfra Uchaf farm 
to the Vale of Neath Gliding Club, tJle route can be traced along a gravelled and tamlaced track. 
From here the route of the footpath depicted on the map has been diverted and the tramroad lost 
to land reclamation. West of Graig-y-nos farm the route can be followed along a tarmaced road, 
down an incline then along Merthyr and Aberdare Roads. 
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Figure 59: Route of Tramroad IWT013 Tappendens' Tramroad 
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Figure 60: Tramroad IWTO 13 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Figure 61:Surviving T r amroad Sections IWT013(i)-(ix) and lWT013a(i)-(v) 
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Condition of IWT013 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are nine surviving sections of IWTO 13 equating to 29%: 

Table 77: Survivin Sections of lWT013 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin!! Number 
IWTOI3(i) SN 96164 05313 to SN 01512 02181 A 61 , 62, 63 
IWTO 13(ii) SN 99119 04370 to SN 99012 04350 B 6 1,62,63 
IWTO 13(iii) SN 99267 04350 to SN 991 19 04370 B 61,62, 63 
IWTO13 (iv) SO 01139 02850 to SO 01332 02447 C 61 , 62, 64 
IWTOI3(v) SO 01428 02349 to SO 0146302277 V 61,62,64 -
IWTO 13 (vi) SO 01199 02398 to SO 01339 02313 E 61,62,64 
IWTOI3(vii) SO 01199 02398 to SO 01339 02313 E 61,62, 64 
IWTOI3(viii) SO 00120 03599 to SO 00489 02945 C 61,62,65 
IWTO13 (ix) SN 99701 03611 to SO 00 I 20 03599 A 61 , 62,65 

The surviving tram road to Llwydcoed Ironworks has been divided into 3 sections: 

IWTO 13(i) (CONDITION A) now fonns a footpath crossing Gelli-Isaf tramroad bridge and is 
reasonably well preserved with exposed stone blocks in situ. The bridge itself is a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument (SAM GM41 1). 

IWTO J3(ii) (CONDITION B) exists in formation as a muddy footpath continuing east from 
Gell i-Isafbridge with no surface finds, however, buried remains are possible. 

IWTO I 3(iii) (CONDITION B) continues along the footpath from IWT013(ii) in slightly better 
condition, through a hollow under a bridge for the mineral railway. No surface features were 
visible, however, buried remains are possible. 

Four sections surviving at the canal end of the trarnroad are: 

IWTO 13(iv) (CONDITION C) is a badly damaged section. Even though this is a public footpath , 
a drain has been excavated through the middle of the track, destroying the tramroad fonnation . A 
couple of fmds were made and more may be buried under the dense leaf litter. (This section 
corresponds to part 0[U8 noted by John Van Laun). 

IWTOI3(v) (CONDITION V) survives as a slight grassed over bank, running into a wood. This 
is on private property and therefore was not surveyed. (This section corresponds to part of U8 
noted by John Van Laun). 

IWTOI 3(vi) (CONDITION E) is wider than the other sections, the track bed survives and is built 
up for use as a footpath, buried remains are possible. (This section corresponds to part of V6 
noted by Jolm Van Laun). 
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IWT013(vii) (CONDITION E) the track bed formation survives under built up footpath similar 
to fWTOI3(vi). Buried remains are possible. (This section corresponds to part of U6 noted by 
.Tohn Van Laun). 

IWTO 13(viii) (CONDITION C) is currently a muddy footpath. The tramroad formation survives 
in generally good condition with a number of exposed stone blocks a good example is found in 
IWTO 13/0 I 3, which extends over the bridge abutment lWT013/014. This section has suffered 
from erosion and disturbance and requires conservation work. A number of stone blocks have 
been displaced and the south end of the section is untidy, rubbish has been dumped here and 
building works are ongoing nearby. A fence has been constructed along the west side of the 
tramroad in this area, this may have destroyed some of the tramroad fomlation. Despite its poor 
condition this section has high group value with IWTOI3(ix). 

fWT013(ix) (CONDITION A) is an exceptionally well-preserved section, including 1'lIl arched 
stone bridge (IWTO 13/021) ); the Gelli-isaf bridge built between 1803 and 1805 to the designs of 
Evan Hopkin, the noted Swansea Valley Engineer. Part of which has previously been considered 
for scheduling as GM 527. Many exposed stone blocks survive in situ. Although part of the 
tramway has been destroyed by the A4509, this section has been extended for the purpose oftllis 
study to include the scheduled Robertstown Bridge (SAM GM347, 01096m, 34820, LB 10894). 
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Figure 62: Surviving Tram.-oad Sections IWT013(i)-(ix) 
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Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix IT) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the CWTent survey are 
shown on figure 60; details of these interests are given in Appendix 1Il. 

Table 78: Features Associated with IWT013(i see Fi ure 63 
Feature Number NGR Type 

Feature Number NGR 

r:v.I~!~/90~ I SO 0!~5 0271 
lWTO I 3/003 J SO 0125 0274 ----. _. - ... - .. ---.-----

.~TO l~004 _____ ~()..tJ!~15 0277~ 

Table 80: Features Associated with IWT013(vi see Fi re 64 
Feature Number NGR Type 

Table 81: Features Associated with IWT013(viii) (see Fi lire 65 
Feature Number NGR Type 
lWTOl3/006 Iso 0042 0304 I Stone block 

!IWT9lY007 15900390?O9 IStone block 
lWT013/008 i SO 0034 0325 I Stone block 

IIWTO 13/009 
------ =----I SO 0037 0330 I Stone block I f--'-- -

ISC)0030 0341 i Ston" bi~~ 
-

I !WTO l3/~ 19. 
IIWT013/011 1 ~()~024 ~34~ : Stone block 

I~~~~!;~:I . ,SO 00156 03556 I Sto~-;; block J 
-I SO 0020303500 1 s~~n."bTock 

i I.'V!<i.l 3io 1 4 I SO 00203035150 JRevetment 
IWTOl3/015 ISO 0017 0353 I Stone block 
- -- - ---

ISO 001 5 0357 1Sto~e bloci lWTO l3/0 I 6 

IlWTOl3 /017 so 00354 03361 
i-- - ---
iWal! __ 

IWTO 1 3/0 I 8 I SO-0'<)]3'5 Qj577 I Tramroad cul~ert 

Table 82: Features Associated with IWT013(ix) (see Fi re 65 
Feature Number NGRl Type 
lWTOl 3/0 I 9 l~O OO~ 0359 _ i Stone block 
IWTOl3/020 SN 99930362 

-
IStone block 

-

&WTO}?1§2] 
- ----- --- .-- .-

ISO 0010 0362 i Tramway bridge 
IWTOl3 /022 ISN99si 0364 i ~~o;'" bl~~k -.- ---- . -, - - . --- .' -
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Figure 63: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT013(i)-(ili) and Identified interests 
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64: Surviving Tramroad Sections and Identified Interests 
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J<';,,,U'p 65: Surviving Tramroad Sections JWTOl and Identified Interests 
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Current Protection/Status 
Gelli lsaf tram road bridge along section IWTO 13(i) is a scheduled ancient monument (SAM 
GM411) and a listed building (10872). 

Robertstown iron bridge is scheduled (GM347) and is a listed building (10894). 

IWTOl3 (viii) and (ix) lie within the Cynon Valley River Park. "The environment of the River 
Cynon within the plan area will be protected and enhanced through the designation of the 'Cynon 
River Park'." 

lWT013(iv), (v), (vi) and (vii) are within Green Space F. "Development will not be pennitted 
within areas designated as green spaces .. ,," 

lWTO 13(i), (ii) and (iii) lie within Cynon Valley River Park and a Special landscape area. 

Identified Threats 
Re-alignment/replacement of fencing along the edge of the tramroad may cause further damage. 
There is a threat of damage to the tramroad section IWTO l3(iii) from the clearance of 
Llwydcoed Ironworks site. 

No other threats were identified from tile UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
The visual and physical link between Robertstown iron bridge and the surviving tramroad to the 
east has been inten-upted by the A4059. The section of footpath under the bridge could be 
improved. 

IWTOI3(ix) would benefit from scheduling. It is likely that in the areas where 110 remains are 
visible on the surface they are butied. More remains may be revealed by conservation work, the 
nOlth side of the footpath in particular is quite overgrown. 
Future path restoration/maintenance should take the heritage features along the route, such as 
stone blocks into consideration. These features are of historic interest and should be retained in 
situ. Any works having a potential effect on the tramroad and its features should be subject to an 
impact assessment and can-ied out under appropriate archaeological supervision. 

Conservation of current scheduled fcatures should be carried out and clearance of undergrowth is 
reconunended. 
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Condition of IWT013a 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are five surviving sections of IWTO 13a equating to 16%: 

Table 83: Survivin Sections ofIWT013a 
Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWTO I3a(i) SN 92622 06281 to SN 92446 06203 C 61 , 66,67 
lWTOI3a(ii) SN 92444 06203 to SN 92102 06225 C 61 , 66, 67 
IWTOI3a(iii) SN 9210206225 to SN 92019 06199 C 61 , 66, 67 
IWTO 13a(iv) SN 89386 06477 to SN 89922 06322 U 61,66, 68 
IWTOI3a(v) SN 89142 06545 to SN 89217 06528 B 61,66, 68 -

IWTO 13a(i) (CONDITION C) survives as a grassed over fonnation through private land. Horses 
and erection of temporary stabling have caused some erosion and damage. A stone bridge 
survives (IWTO 13a1002) in an overgrown state. 

IWTO 13a(ii) (CONDITION C) survives in a cutting with stone and earth field-banks to either 
side. This section is very overgrown with reeds. Drainage of the area is poor and therefore it is 
difficult to clearly see the tram road surface and formation. 

IWTO 13a(iii) (CONDITION C) Illis section survives as a raised causeway and possible culvert 
IWT013a1003. However, ilie sides of the embankment are badly eroded and the section iliat 
crosses Nant Gwrangon is covered in thick vegetation. 

IWTOI3a(iv) (CONDITION U) a section may survive here but the condition is unknown as Ilus 
lies witllin private land and was unavailable for survey. 

IWT013a(v) (CONDITION B) this is a section of incline surviving in good condition ilirough a 
wooded area as a rough cobbled stone surface. However, in some parts the section is overgrown 
and littered will1 fallen trees. 
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Figure 66: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT013a(i)-(v) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A swnmary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix 11) for full detail s. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 60; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 84: Features Associated witb IWf013.(i) (see Fi Ire 67 
Feature Number NGR Type 

Table 86: Fe.tures Associated witb IWT013. v) (see Fi re 68) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

Current Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection or status given to any part of this tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Clearance of undergrowth under archaeological supervision is recommended for all survlvmg 
sections; any exposed features, such as the Glynneath incline engine house (see below) could be 
re-assessed, at this stage. 

The Glynneath incline (IWTOI3a1001) was visited though the engine-house site was not recorded 
as part of the project. This site was assessed by RCAHMW in 1990 (Hughes 1990, pp. 316) as 
being of international importance; thi s would appear to largely reflect its association with Evan 
Hopkin, the noted Swansea Valley Engineer, and the fact that it was worked by a Trevithick 
high-pressure steam engine. The condition and protection requirements of this site, if not 
previously considered by Cadw, could be further investigated in the future. 

162 



0, 
w 

Figure 67: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT013a(i)-(iii) and Identified Interests 
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Figure 68: Surviving Tramroad Sections lWT013a(iv)-(v) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 014: Mr Glover's Railroad (88073/34649) 

NGR: SN 94123 08950 to SN 9781104063 
Date Range: c. 1786 - 1980s 
Approximate length of tramroad = 7.4 Km 
Overall survival = 46% 

Historical Background 
The first phase in the development of the Hirwaun to Penderyn route began with the construction 
of a tramroad from Hirwaun ironworks to Penderyn quanies c. 1786 by Samuel Glover; this 
became known as Mr Glover's Railroad. Building of the Aberdare canal was postponed and the 
canal company opened limekilns close to Hirwaun Ironworks to make money from lime burning. 
A new tramroad was built in 1794 from Hirwaun Common to Bryngwyn Patches (IWTOI4a) to 
supply the kilns with coal. In 1795 the tram road to Penderyn quanies was re-laid, incorporating 
much of the original route of Mr Glover' s Railroad. The railroad was converted to plateway by 
1808 to allow transfer between the Tappendens ' Tramroad (IWT013); the causeway at Hirwaun 
ironworks was constructed at this time. The tramroad was rebuilt again and converted to 
standard gauge for locomotive use along the Bryngwyn extension by 1863 but the Penderyn 
route was not converted until 1904. The route later known as Penderyn railway, survived until 
the 1980s(vanLaun200J: 188-196). 

General Description 
This tranlroad was allocated two route nUll1bers for the purpose of this survey: 

Table 87 ' Routes of Tramroad IWT014 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWTOl4 Mr Glover's Railroad SN 94123 08950 to SN 9615105323 69, 70 
IWT014a Mr Glover' s Railroad SN 96054 05351 to SN 9781 104063 69, 70 

Bryngwyn Extension 

IWTOl4 
From the quarries at Penderyn the tramroad ran south to Hirwaun ironworks. Its route can be 
followed along what is now the Penderyn Quarry Trail, Broruestyn Terrace, Penyard Road, 
across the scheduled causeway (SAM BR (57), along High Street, Heol Uchaf to where it once 
joined with Tappendens' Tramroad (IWT013). 

IWTOl4a 
From a junction with IWTO J 4 at Heol Uchaf, The tramroad ran southeast to Bryngwyn Patches. 
The exact route of the J 794 tramroad to Bryngwyn Patches is unknown, however, a route has 
been postulated (dasbed line on figure 69) and this follows that depicted on 1st Ed OS, which at 
this date had apparently become a branch line to the Hirwaun Common Railway. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 69: Route of Tramroad IWT014 MrGlover's Railroad 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 70: Trarnroad IWT014 Showing Archaeological Interests (pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 71: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT014(i)-(ili) and IWT014a(i) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT014 
Tbe identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are three surviving sections of IWTO 14 equating to 65%: 

Table 88: SurvlvlIl S fIWTOJ4 ections 0 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin!!: Number 
IWTOI4(i) SN 95892 05793 to SN 95771 05659 A 71 , 72, 73 
IWTOI4(ii) SN 9514308447 to SN 95930 06081 E 71 , 72, 73 
IWTOI4(iii) SN 94466 08916 to SN 94123 08950 B 71,72, 73 

Much of the route survives in moderate condition, and has been divided into three sections. 
Penyard Road follows the original route of the section between IWTO 14(i) and IWTO 14(ii). 
South of SN 95771 05659 the old trarnroad route can be followed along High Street. Similarly, 
the destroyed section between IWTO 14(ii) and IWTO 14(iii) has been replaced by the A4059 
along Chapel Road into Penderyn. (This is part of section U5 noted by John Van Laun). 

TWTOI4(i) (CONDITION A) follows a route parallel to station road and continues across a 
revetted causeway (01093.0m/34847/34640) over the Afon Cynon until Tudor Avenue. Despite 
its status (SAM BR 157), the whole section is severely overgrown and in a neglected state as is 
the rest of the scheduled ironworks area. The 'entrance' to the footpath is through an unmarked 
gap in a fence. Nevertheless, the fonnation of the trarnroad is essentially well preserved as a 
series of part exposed stone blocks with wear marks and even some spikes in situ on blocks 
visible along the left side of the track. The well-preserved nature of the exposed remains would 
suggest considerable potential for other buried remains. 

IWTO 14(ii) (CONDITION E) is a cun-ently Penderyn quarry Trail , as a well-maintained footpath 
with infonnation boards IWTO 14/003 and picnic tables. (This section is recorded as U I by John 
van Laun). The survival of original features here is largely unknown. The track bed has been 
built up, nearby finds (e.g. IWTO I 4/004,006) indicate that the route continued in use until mid-
20th century; appearing as the Penderyn Railway on 3rd Ed OS map of 1919. The area retains a 
number of features including a couple of early stone blocks (IWTO 14/009,0 I 0) found out of situ. 
There is potential , however, for buried remains. 

IWTO 14(iii) (CONDITION B) is a moderate to well-preserved section of tramroad fOlmation 
now used as a footpath. West of SN 94157 09024 there are numerous features relating to both 
the tramroad and surrounding quarries. This area would benefit fyom a detailed survey. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 72: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT014(i)-(iii) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Features Identified During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix JI) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the cun'ent sw'Vey are 
shown on figure 70; details of these interests are given in Appendix I1l. 

Table 89: Features Associated with IWT014(i (see Fi ure 73 
Feature Number NGR Type 

Table 90: Features Associated with IWT014 ii see F i ure 73) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

~{~:i0·~~ .· ~! ~~~~~~00~~~81 . ~:~~::;i:~~er 
IIWT014/005 SN95~2} 075?~ ... ·I.R~I~~ sl:,,!,er 
1!V.ITOI4iO?~ SN 95318 07575 I Wooden sleeper 
I rwro I 4/007 ISN 9526 078'1 iCuivert ' 
fiWTO l4io08 SI'! 9526 0781 Iwoocien ~I~eper 
!rwr014/009 ISN 9521 0792 1 S;~;;~o-;'k 
!IWT0l4lOtO 15N 9520 0798 I Stone block 

t 
-1 

Table 91: Features Associa ted with IWT014 iii and west of SN 94157 09024 (scc Figurc 73) 
Feature Number 

!IWT014/0 11 
!IWTOI'4/ 0' 12 
ilWTOl4/013 
IIWT0i4/014 
IIWTOl41015 
I IWTOl41O 16 

r ~!O-'-4/~ 17 
I'WT014/018 

~IW_TOI~O.I ? 
I IWTO 14/020 

i 'WTO 14/021 - - -.. - -

NGR 

IS!, 9411 090? 
ISN 9406 0916 
iSN 9398 0913 
ISN 9415109020 

I S~ ?~92 09~~' 
ISN 93910924 
iSN 9389 0925 
iSN 93890925 
I SN 9389 0923 
I SN 93890923 
I SN.939 I 0921 

Current Protection/Status 

Type 
I Railway rail 
: T~~~o~djunction 
I Wooden sleepers 

.. [ T~~~?ad Junc-tion 
I Tipping bay 

I Tra;;;;'';;;d pl~tc 
!Wheel . . 
l Re~~tm~nt 

·-I T~mroad in-cli~~ 

! Struct~~ 
r Stn:ct~re 

IWT014(i) is scheduled as SAM BR157 (Hirwaun Ironworks). IWTOI4(i) is also within the 
Cynon Valley River Park. "The environment of the River Cynon within the plan area will be 
protected and enhanced through the designation of the 'Cynon River Park'." 

The sections TWTOI4(ii) and (iii) lie within and are maintained by the Brecon Beacons National 
Park. IWTO 14(ii) is currently now the Penderyn Quarry Line walking track jointly 
operated/constructed by a number of Welsh bodies. 

Identified Threats 
Erosion from off road vehicles, dereliction and dumping of waste is a major problem around the 
ironworks area. IWTOI4(i) and the whole ironworks area is highlighted in the UDP for Land 
Reclamation. 
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Figure 73: Surviving Trarnroad Sections IWT014(i)-(iii) and Identified Interests 
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Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Access to and along rwro 14(i) should be improved and safety reviewed. The whole scheduled 
area is in a poor state and eff0l1s should be made to carry out recommendations put forward in 
phase 1 of this project. Information panels and a suitable sign posted entrance should be 
provided. The route along the causeway is precipitous and currently dangerous state as there are 
no suitable barriers. Vegetation covering the route should be appropriately managed and 
remedial conservation work should be carried out to the masonry structures. This could be 
carried out as part of a SAM management agreement. 

Extensive survey of quarry workings, features and tramroads is needed to the west of SN 94157 
09024. Some features in this area have already been recorded during the course of this project as 
IWTO 14/0 I I to IWTO 14/021. 
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Condition of IWT014a 
The identi fied tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There is one surviving section oflWT014a equating to 6%: 

Table 92' Survivino Sections of IWTOl4a 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Nnmber 
IWTOI4a(i) SN 97155 04569 to SN 97257 04456 B 71 , 74,75 

Nearly the whole route of this tramroad has been destroyed by urban development and landscape 
remodelling. 

A small section IWTOI4a(i) (CONDITION B) is possibly the original bank of the tramroad; a 
raised, grassed over formation following the designated footpath south of Penywaun to a stile to 
the east. Make up of the embankment includes substantial blocks of slag and stone. Bank is 
approx. 1.5m wide and 0.6m high, a stream runs along the south side of formation. (This section 
corresponds to part of U2 noted by John Van Laun). East of SN 97257 04456 the land has been 
remodelled, some linear features are present in tbis area but it was not possible to ascertain their 
use. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix ll) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 70; details of these interests are given in Appendix 1Il. 

Table 93: Features Associated with IWTOJ4a(i (see Fi Ife 75) 
Feature Nrunber NGR Type 

IIWTOI4a1001 ISN 9710 0458 !Stone block 
I iWT014a/002 ISN 9720 0453 . rs!;.g . 

Current Protection/Status 
No protection is currently afforded to the tramroad. However, IWTO 14a(i) lies within a Green 
Space identified in the UDP; "Development will not be permitted within areas designated as 
green spaces .... ". 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified on the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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Figure 74: Surviving Tramroad Section IWT014a(i) 
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Figure 75: Surviving T ramroad Section IWT014a(i) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 015 : Twynau Gwynion 

NGR: SO 07339 07588 to SO 0648210419 
Date Range: c. 1800 - 1825 
Approximate length oftramroad = 13.5 Km 
Overall survival = 38% 

Histor ical Background 
Dowlais ironworks worked Twynau Gwynion quarries from the late eighteenth century and it 
seems that a tramroad was in place by 1800. Around this time Rhyrnney also worked the 
quarries here and by 1815 a tramroad from Bute town (lWT015a), near Rhymney Upper furnace 
to the Twynau Gwynion quarries had been constructed (van Laun 2001: 188-196). Successive 
alterations and replacement of the routes were made over the years and the tramroads from 
Dowlais ironworks ran until 1825 when they transfered quarrying operations to Morlais. The 
Rhynmey tramroad branch (IWTO J 5a) remained in use until its replacement firstly by the Bute 
tramroad (IWT020) in 1825 and then by the Rhyrnney Limestone Railway (IWTO 16) in the mid 
nineteenth century. 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated four route numbers for the purpose of this survey: 

Table 94' Routes of Tramroad IWTOlS 

Route Name L ocation Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWTOJ5 Twynau Gwynion SO 07339 07588 to SO 06740 10268 76, 77 

Tramroad Line 1 
IWT015a Twynau Gwynion SO 06983 10046 to SO 10324 09163 76,77 

Tramroad Line 2 
IWT015b Twynau Gwynion SO 06481 10420 to SO 07472 09369 76, 77 

Tramroad Line 3 
IWT015c Twynau Gwynion SO 06470 10340 to SO 07755 08588 76, 77 

Tralmoad Line 4 

IWT015 (04888m) 
This tramroad route represents that described as line 1 by John van Laun (2001: 151). From the 
ironworks the tramroad passed through Pengarnddu and Blaen Morlais farm to a point just south 
of Nant Morlais. The lower half of this section has been destroyed, however, the route of the 
tramroad can be followed north of Pengamddu to B1aen Morlais along a rough track, the same 
alignment as the later Rhymney Limestone Railway (see IWT016(i)), until it deviates to the East 
of the present track The tramroad crossed Nant Morlais on a large embankment, the abutments 
of which still survive (04887m). The tramroad then deviated west towards Twynau Gwynion 
quarries with a number of spurs branching off to serve smaller quarry faces along the route. 
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IWTOl5a 
This tramroad route represents that described as line 2 by John van Laun (200 1: 160-161). From 
its eastern end at Bute Town the tramroad route can be traced along a lane, under the A465 then 
along a minor road north of and roughly parallel with the A465. The tramway then turns 
northwest from this road across the common to Jepson 's Pond. A small branch to the northwest 
led to a quarry face. From Jepson's Pond the tramroad originally continued westwards 
contouring the hillside, however, its exact route is no longer clear; this section has been 
destroyed. Near Blaen Morlais fann the route deviated north parallel to that of line I before 
joining with it for a short whi le to cross Nant Morlais. From here the route followed that of line 
I closely at times merging with it with spurs branching off to small quarry faces. 

lWTOl5b 
Line 3 (van Laun 2001: 155) followed the route of line I from the ironworks until SO 07472 
09369 where it deviated north then west across an embankment (02725m) towards the quarries at 
a lower level. In fact line I may have been rebuilt and replaced by line 3. Part of this route can 
be followed along a rough track, also the route of the later Rhymney Limestone Railway 
(IWTO 16), before turning to the south and running roughly parallel to the Rhymney Limestone 
Railway. 

lWTOl5c 
This tram road route represents that described as line 4 by John van Laun (2001: 156-157) 
constructed around 1800. Part of this route followed that of line I and line 3 from the ironworks 
across the embankment (02725m) over Nant Morlais before deviating slightly north of line 3 to 
the western most quarries. Much of this route was later replaced by the Rhymney Limestone 
Railway (TWTOI6). 
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Figure 76: Route of Tramroad IWTOlS Twynau GwynioD 
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Figure 77: Tramroad IWTOlS Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Figure 78: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT015 (all) 
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Condition of IWT015 
The identi fied tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are two surviving sections of IWTO 15 equating to 2S%: 

a e : T bl 95 S urVlvm S f ec lOOS 0 fIWTOl5 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin2 Number 
IWTOI5(i) SO 07465 09902 to SO 07S33 09772 C 78,79,80 
IWTOI5(ii) SO 0674010268 to SO 07437 09974 B 78,79,80 

IWTOIS(i) (CONDITION C) is located just south ofNant Morlais running north northwest to an 
extensively quarried area. This section survives as a raised grassed over bank and most notably 
two well-preserved bridge abutments (04887m1IWTO IS/006) either side of Nant Moriais. This 
section is damaged by erosion and a track running across its northern most end. 

A small section of track has been lost to the expansion of the quarry; however, the rest of line I 
survives to the north and west. 

IWTO 15(ii) (CONDITION B) survives as a grassed over formation in good condition. Sections 
of weathered stone blocks (lWTOIS/003) were recorded along with stretches of exposed stone 
revetment (IWTO 15/00 I ,009,0 13), further buried remains are possible. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix I1) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 77; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 
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Figure 79: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWTOlS(i)-(ii) 
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Figure 80: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWTOlS(i)-(ii) and Identified Interests 
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Current Protection/Status 
No protection or status is currently afforded to this tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP, however, there is continuing minor erosion from 
livestock 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
As much of this route on the common survives, it would benefit from more detailed survey and 
perhaps excavation to reveal the full extent of potential buried remains. This tramroad section 
should be considered for scheduling. 

Plate 15: Bridge Ab~u~tm;e;D~ts~(I~W~T~O~1~57t/O~O~6)~oD~~i:~[~WT~015(i), View to East 
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Condition of IWTOlSa 

The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categOllsed according to their 
condition/survival (see Section S.I). 

There are seven surviving sections of IWTOISa equating to SO%: 

Table 98: Survivin Sections of IWT015a 

Section Location Condition Fignre Reference 
Nnmber Rating Number 
IWTOISa(i) SO 08931 09232 to SO 09311 0918S D 78,81,82 
IWTO 15a(ii) SO 08347 09471 to SO 08668 09293 C 78,81 , 82 
IWTOI5a(iii) SO 08529 09307 to SO 08668 09293 C 78,81,82 
IWTOISaCiv) SO 08282 09127 to SO 08529 09307 D 78,81 , 82 
IWTOI5a(v) SO 07533 09772 to SO 07456 09093 C 78,81,82 
IWTOI5a(vi) SO 07465 09902 to SO 07533 09772 C 78, 81,82 
IWTOI5a(vii) SO 06983 10046 to SO 07386 09983 B 78, 81,82 

IWTO 15a(i) (CONDITION D) is not easily identifiable on the ground. The tramroad survives as 
a slightly raised bank running alongside a leat through velY boggy ground. The surface of the 
trarnroad was not visible beneath the undergrowth and bog encroachment, therefore, no features 
were identified. Whilst the tranlroad is no longer visible between SO 09311 09185 and just 
north of Jepson's Pond its route approximately equates to a water channel on a similar alignment. 

IWTOI5a(ii) (CONDITION C) this section comprises a branch running northwest of Jepson's 
Pond, it survives as a raised stone embankment with no surface finds, until near it end The 
section is eroded and boggy in places, it continues and becomes harder to define at its northwest 
end, where it approaches a series of quarry faces along the west facing slope of a minor stream 
valley on Cefu Ystrad. 

The main tranlroad route continues west towards Pengamddu: 
IWTOISa(iii) (CONDITION C) is visible as a raised embankment with heavy erosion in places. 

lWTOI5a(iv) (CONDITION D) is not easily identified on the ground and suffers trom bog 
encroachment. 

Between SO 08282 09127 and SO 074S6 09093 the trarnroad has been destroyed by the 
development of Pengamddu Industrial Park. 
IWTOI5a(v) (CONDITION C) survives contouring the hillside. Its formation is damaged in 
places by water erosion; no surface remains were visible. 

A section north of here follows the same route as line I. 
IWTOI5a(vi) (CONDITION C) is the same section as lWTOIS(i). 

Line 2 branches off line I at SO 07386 09983. lWTOISa(vii) (CONDITION B) survives in good 
condition as a grassed over embankment with several junctions to quarries (identified by van 
Laun 2001) clearly visible and some exposed revelment (fWTOI5a/OOI). 
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Figure 81 : Surviving Tramroad Sections IWTOlSa(i)-(vii) 
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Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix JI) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 77; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 99: Featw·es Associated with IWT015a ii (see Fi ure 82 
Featul"< Number NGR Type 
lWTO 15a10D5 I SO 0.8668 0.9293 
lWTD 15a1DD6 I SO 0.8547 0.930.8 

Table 100: Featm"es Associated with uarr 
Feature Number NGR 

I I'N!Dl~aI_DD7 . I S~ D_8~~6 0.9495 
I lWT~I'?a/o._D~ I S~ 0.8136 o.949~ 

t Tramroad junction 
I-- --_._~---_.-
ITramroad causeway 

west ofIWT015a(ii see Figure 82) 
Type 

ITramroad plate 
I - --
: Revetment 

Table 101: Features Associated with IWTOI5a(v (see Fi lire 82 
Feature Number NGR Type 
jIWTD15a1DD4 I SO 0.7536 0.9771 ITramroad junction 

Table 102: Features Associated with rWTOl5a(vii (see Fi ure 82) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

IlWT015alDDI ~ SO 0.725100.0. I Revetment 
1 IW1'01 5a1002 IS? 0.70.7 l~o.I ; Tramroad junction 

ii'NTDI5aIDD3 iSOD7DO IDD4 _j Tr~nu:o~juncti?n 

Current Protection/Status 
No protection or status is currently afforded to this tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP; however, there is continuing erosion fTom sheep and 
horses. Also bog encroachment and poor drainage of land threatens some parts of the tramroad. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
As much of this route on the conunon survives, it would benefit from more detailed survey and 
perhaps excavation to reveal the full extent of potential buried remains. Tramroad section 
IWTOI5a(vii) should be considered for scheduling. 
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Figure 82: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWTOlSa(i)-(vii) and Identified Interests 
:2 1 ./' ( 1/ 1: 

N 

~ 
itlr",,,I,,,o;: EO 

o. > 

~ 
-< g; 
• ~ 

SOUTH WALES EAST ASSEMBLY 

IWT01Sa(ii) 

\ 

Key: 

• Archaeological Interest 
(recorded during fieldwork) 

Condition of surviving sections 

<> 

B 
C 
D __ J 

MERTHYR TYOFll AND 

Thi s map is based upon Ordn ance Survey material with the permiss ion of Ordnance Survey on behaJ f of the Controller of f let Majesty's Stationary Office 0 Crown Copyright. 
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ltd 1000179 16 (2006). 
Mac'r map hwn yn seiliedig at ddeunydd ar Arolwg Ordnans gyda chaniatad Arolwg Ordnans at ran Rhcolwr Uyfrfa Ei Mawrhydi © l-\awlfrairH y Gomn. 
Mac atb'Ynhyrchu heb ganiatM yn torri Hawlfraint y Goron a gall hyn aIwain at erlyniad neu achos si ft!. Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ltd 10001 79 16 (2006). 

[FJ 

~ 
'" e; 
~ 

~ 
~ 
'" ~ 
::l 
0. 
C 
~ 
::l. 
eo. 
~ a 
::l 
:E 
o .... 
~ 
t"""' 

8-
'" .g 
" '" 
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Plate 17: Part of Tramroad Section IWTOISa(vii) Showing Surviving Revetment, View to Northwest 
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Condition of IWT015b 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There is one surviving section of IWTO 15b equating to 87%: 

T bl 103 S a e : S urvlvmg ectlOlls 0 flW1'015 a 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin!! Number 
IWTOI5b(i) SO 0642410389 to SO 07327 09837 C 78,83, 84 

It is likely iliat sections of line 3 were destroyed during tJle construction process of ilie Rhymney 
Limestone Railway apat1 from the causeway across Nant Morlais and possibly cutting 
IWTO I 5b/003, which were retained. 

IWTO 15b(i) (CONDITION C) survives as a very slight grassed over embankment and suffers 
quite badly from erosion. No surface remains were found. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix 11) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the cun'ent survey are 
shown on figure 77; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 104: Features Associated with IWT015b (see Fi ure 84 
Feature Number NGR Type 
TWTOl5b/001 ISO 0641910369 ITramroadjunction 

Table 105: Features Associated with lWTOI5b(i) (see Fi ure 84 
Feature Number NGR Type 
I TWTOI 5b/002 ISO 0720 0985 iTramway 
--- .. " --_ ..• j _. I 
IIWTOl5b/003 ISO 07280985 I Tramroad Cutting 

Current Protection/Status 
No protection or status is currently afforded to this tranu·oad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified fi'Om the UDP, however, there IS continuing !lunor erosIOn from 
livestock 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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I<;,,,,.'P 83: Surviving Tramroad Section IWTOlSb(i) 
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Figure 84: Surviving Tramroad Section IWT015b(i) and Identified Interests 
1 ....... \\ I.P \ ~ 7...---..... \\ , . --

! 

'J 
Shake Hole3 

- F'<recro,,:n ra= nme».----

Key: 

Archaeological Interest 
• (recorded during fieldwork) 

Condition of surviving sections 

c 
C/J 
o 

[ 
~ 

::2 
eo. 
f.l -" p.. 

" S. 
eo. -:3 
" ~ 
~ 
co 

Quarry 
(dis) IWT01Sb(i) 

~OF" :"-M~"7-..yRTYDFlll § 
. ... _l-~ __ 

UL - MERTHYR TYDFIL 

o 

IJJ ~PANTC 
~ "'-- IWT015b/002 

IWTO 15blO03 

o o 1 

.~ 

?:::: ". ~ , -z::::; 0.2 Km 

! ~=~"""""""'~~ ~ (Ill 

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the pennission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controll er of Her Majesty's Stationary Office Cl Crown Copyright. 
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Glamorgan-Gwent ArcbaeologicaJ Trust Ltd 100017916 (2006). 
Mac'r map hwn yn seilicdig ar ddeunydd ar Arolwg Ordnans gyda chaniatad Arolwg Ordnans aT ran Rhcolwr Uyfrfa Ei Mawrhydl IQ Hawlfraint y Gomn. 
Mae atgynhyrchu heb ganiatad yn torri Hawlfraint y Goran a gall hyn arwain at crlyniad ncu achos sifi1. Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ltd 100017916 (2006). 

p.. 
en 

.§ 
f.l 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT015c 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section S.I). 

There are two surviving sections of IWTO ISc equating to 19%: 

T bl 106 S a e : S urvlvmg . ectJOllS 0 fIWTOIS c 
Section Location Condition Fignre Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWTOISc(i) SO 06698 10179 to SO 06834 10021 B 78,85,86 
IWTO 15c(ii) SO 06470 10340 to SO 06698 10179 U 78,85, 86 

IWTO 15c(i) (CONDITION B) survives as a slight grassed over embankment running through a 
substantial cutting, which is in good condition albeit lit1ered. 

IWTOlSc(ii) (CONDITION U) thi s section represents the route as it enters an extensively 
quarried. The route bifurcates as it approaches the quarry faces. Additional detailed survey is 
required of thi s complex area. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A swrunary of fealures recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix 11) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 77; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 107: Features Associated with IWTOISc(i) (see Fi re 86) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

Table 108: Features Associated with IWTOISc(ii) see Fi ure 86) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

Current Protection/Status 
No protection or status is currently afforded to this tranuoad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP, however, there is continuing erosion from livestock. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 016: Rhymney Limestone Railway 

NGR: SO 06378 10782 to SO 11083 07066 
Date Range: c. 1848 - c. 1900 
Approximate length oftramroad = 7.5 Km 
Overall survival = 29% 

Historical Background 
A tramroad fonn Rhymney ironworks (lower furnace) to the quarries at Twynau Gwynion was in 
existence by 1848; the most likely date given for its upgrading to the Rhymney Limestone 
Railway (RLR) is 1852 when Rhymney ironworks abandoned quarrying at Trevil. This 
bypassed the earlier Bute Tran1foad (IWT020) and largely replaced Twynau Gwynion line 4. It 
is thought to have been converted to standard gauge railway in the I 860s. The route operated 
until at least the end of the nineteenth century when the quarry neared the limits of its Tease (van 
Laun 200 I: 162-168). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 109' Routes of Tramroad IWT016 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
lWTOl6 Rhymney Limestone SO 06378 10782 to SO 11083 07066 87,88 

Railway 

From the ironworks the trarnroad climbed steeply up the west side of the Rhymney valley and 
west across Me11hyr Corrunon to Pengarnddu. This area has been subjected to open casting and 
industrial development, as a result no remains survive here. From Pengamddu the RLR followed 
the route of Twynau Gwynion line 4 over Nant Morlais then to the quarries, however it deviated 
slightly and ran further north into the quarry than line 4. The route of tJlis section can be 
followed along a wide tarrnac and gravel track past Blaen Morlais faml , then from a gas valve 
compound as a narrower less built up footpath across the open common . 
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Figure 88: Tramroad IWT016 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT016 
The identified tTaJNoad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are two surviving sections of I\VTO 16 equating to 29%: 

T bl HO S a e : S ti urvlvmg ec ons 0 f IWT016 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT016(i) SO 0685709998 to SO 0733308871 E 89,90 
IWTOI6(ii) SO 06434 10336 to SO 06857 09998 B 89, 90 

IWTO 16(i) (CONDITION E) the traJilload route in this area is followed by a rough tarmac and 
gravel track quite heavily resurfaced with building rubble, buried remains may stlrvive. A 
substantial cutting relating to tlus aJ1d probably the earlier Twynau Gwynion tramroad was 
recorded (TWTO 16/006) as well as several junctions. 

IWTO 16(ii) (CONDITION B) here the tTamroad fom1ation survives as a grassed over raised 
embankment surfaced by a thin layer of gravel. Two sleepers were recorded partly exposed 
(lWTOI6/003) and further buried remains are likely to survive. A well-preserved section of 
revetment (IWTO 161005) was recorded as part of this section. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A sununary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix 11) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 88; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 111: Features Associated with IWT016(i) (see Fi re 90 
Feature Number NGR Type 

I IWTO I 6/001 SO 07310983 !Tramroadjunction 

1 ~~~~;~2 I ~~~~~~~~f} ~~::::~~t~~:~ 
Table 112: Features Associated with IWTOI6(ii (see Fi re 90) 
Feature Number 

i ~..!..<?! 6/002 
; IWTO 16/003 
i rW:fo I 6/ 004 

I rWTO i 6/005 

NGR 
_ iso ~)660 1020 
i SO 0650 1026 

1 ~9 0679~ 1?041 
I SO 0687 0998 --- - _._ .... ,--

Type 
JRevetment 
1----- -
IWooden sleeper 
1 - -' 
I Revetment 

J!~a~~ad j~.:'::~i on 
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Figure 89: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT016(i)-(ii) 
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Figure 90: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT016(i)-(ii) and Identified Interests 

Merthyr Common 

AllIa .,. Shake Holes 

TUdrUL - MERTHYR TYDFll 

lWT01 

• Archaeological Interests 
(recorded during fieldwork ) 

~ Ironworks 

Condition of surviving sections 

===~ 
This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material willl tbe pcnnission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationaty 
O ffice 0 Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civi l proceedings. 
Glamorgao4 Gwent Archaeological Trust Lld 1000179 16 (2006). 

Mac'r map hwn yn scilicdig ar ddeunydd ar Arolwg Ordnans gyda chaniatad Arolwg O rdnans ar Tan Rheolwr Llyfrfa Ei Mawrhydi Hawlfra im y Gown. 

Mac atgynhyrchu hcb ganialad yn tarri Hawlfraint y Goron a gall hyn af\vain al crlyniad neu achos sifil. 
Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ud 1000179 16 (2006). 

203 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Current Protection/Status 
No protection or status is currently afforded to this tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threat s were identified from the UDP, however, there is continuing erosion fj-om livestock. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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IWT Number 017: Bryn Oer Tramroad 

NGR: SO 11739 10056 to SO 11777 09203 (surveyed during this project) 
Date Range: 18} 5 - } 870s 
Approximate length oftramroad = 2.9 Km (within GGATarea) 
Overall survival = 0% (of surveyed section) 

Historical Background 
Benjamin Hall became the owner of both the Lower and Upper Rhymney furnaces in 1810. At 
this time limestone was transported to these ironworks along the Tredegar Tramroad and the 
RJl)'l11l1ey Branch. To avoid the payment of excessive tolls and to generate income, Hall set 
about building a tramroad to serve Rh)'llllley, independent of the others. This was conducted in 
two stages (both completed by 1815) to get aroWld the eight-mile limitation clause set hy the 
Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal Company. Hall's Trevi l Tramroad (lWT009) was Duilt from 
Rhymney Lower furnace to the Quarryman 's Arms near Trevil quarries with a branch to 
Rhymney Upper Furnace. At the Quarryman's arms the tram road linked to the Brynoer 
Tramroad (lWTO 17) also built by Hall, which allowed passage to the canal at Talybont-on-Usk. 
A branch from Brynoer Collieries also connected to Hall's Trevi l Tramroad. Construction of 
Hall's Trevil Tramroad had the effect of reducing the distance and cost of transporting limestone 
and iron ore. In 1852 Rh)'ll1l1ey abandoned Trevil quarries in favour of Twynau GW)'llion and by 
the 1860s the Brynoer tramroad was struggling, its attempts to increase traffic by lowering rates 
failed and by the 1870s the tram road had fallen out of use (van Laun 200 I: 138-144). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 113' Routes of Tramroad lWTOl7 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWTOl7 Bryn Oer Tramroad SO 11739 10056 to SO 11777 09203 91 

Only the branch of the Bryn Oer Tramroad running from Bryn Oer Colliery to a junction with 
Hall's Trevil Tramroad (lWT009) was surveyed during this project. It was found that this 
tramroad section has been completely destroyed by opencast working. The nOlthern part of this 
tramroad joining Hall's Trevil at the Quarryman's Arms and running to the Brecknock and 
Abergavel1l1Y Canal was not survey as this section largely lies beyond the area covered by 
GGAT. 
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Figure 91: Route of Tramroad IWT017 Bryn Oer Tramroad 
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IWT Number 018: Tredegar Tramroad (05995.0g/06774g) 

NGR: SO 1204212695 to SO 1415509189 
Date Range: c. J 804 - J 907 
Approximate length oftramroad = 4.5 Km 
Overall survival = 4% 

Historical Background 
Opened c.1804, the Tredegar Tramroad was bui lt to convey limestone from TJ·evil quanies to the 
ironworks at Tredegar. A branch west from Dukestown to Rhynmey (IWTO 10) was also 
constructed although this fell out of use by the 1830s, the main Tredegar route continued in 
operation and was converted to run locomotives around this time. The tramroad remained in use 
until the early twentieth century (van Laun 2001: 136-149). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 114· Routes of Tramroad IWT018 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
lWTOl8 Tredegar Tramroad SO 12042 12695 to SO 1415509189 92 

Most of the tram road route is now under minor roads : from the Quarryman's Arms the tram road 
ran south parallel with Hall's Trevil Tramroad just east of the present Trefil Road . Below New 
House the tram road is visible contouring the hillside. Its route can then be followed southwards 
along Trefil Road, past the Mountain Air fnn, Ty Newydd, along L1wyn Helyg under the A465, 
along Station Road, past the Tredegar roundabout, to the southwest of the A4048, along 
Sycamore Avenue and Stockton Way. At the fomler ironworks area of Tredegar the course of 
the tran1foad has been destroyed by development. 
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Figure 92: Route of Tramroad IWT018 Tredegar 
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Figure 93: Tramroad TWT018 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-sur"vey) 
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Condition of IWT018 
The identified tranlIoad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There is one surviving section of rwTO 18 equating to 4%: 

T billS S a e : S urVIVIll2 ectIOlls 0 ffWT018 
Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratio\! Number 
TWT018(i) SO 12106 12212 to SO 12086 12100 B 94 

IWTOI8(i) (CONDITION B) is a small surviving section detouring to the east of Trefil Road 
south of New House, following the contour and rejoining the road by a cattle grid. It survives as 
a grassed over embankment with stone track bed still in tact. (Part of this section was previously 
excavated by Jolm van Laun). 

Features Recorded During Survey 
No individual features were recorded during the survey of this tramroad. 

Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are shown on figure 93; details of 
these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Current Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection or listed status for this tramroad. However, the surviving section 
lies within EI6 special landscape area on the UDP. 

Identified Thl·eats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
The tramroad is nearly completely destroyed. The surviving portion (TWTOI8(i)) should be 
preserved in. situ. For the remainder it is reconunended that where the route of the tramToad can 
still be traced, this transport link is considered during any future development. 
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IWT Number 019: Ebbw Vale Private Line (06841g/06842g) 

NGR: SO 14392 09282 to SO 17158 09745 
Date Range: 1813 - ? 
Approximate length oftramroad = 6.3 Km 
Overall survival = 2% 

Historical Background 
Ebbw Vale Ironworks Co. leased Sirhowy Ironworks in 1800 and had purchased the works by 
1818. The two works were linked by a tramroad, completed by 1813, which bypassed the Trevil 
Tramroad (IWT007) and Rassau Railroad (lWT008). From 1832 a shorter route was opened 
through the mountain known as Harford 's Tunnel (not surveyed) and by 1857 the only section of 
the pIivate line in operation was that between Ebbw Vale and Balance Pit no I at Waun y Pound. 
At some point between 1872 and 1885 tbe pIivate line was reinstated, however, it was slightly 
realigned to allow transport to VictoIia Ironworks. The pIivate line was eventually connected to 
Trevil quarIies tramroad (IWTO 15) in 1907 when Trevil Machine was abandoned along with 
Rassau Railroad (van Laun 2001: 136-149). 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated two route numbers for the purpose of this survey: 

Table 116' Routes of Tramroad IWT019 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWTOl9 Ebbw Vale Private Line SO 1436510187 to SO 1715809745 95,96 
IWTOl9a Ebbw Vale PIivate Line SO 14357 10090 to SO 14392 09282 95, 96 

Addition 

IWTOl9 
From Ebbw Vale ironworks the tramroad route can be traced along a surviving causeway and 
tunnels (546021 LB 22532), this is now the route of a minor road . The tramroad originally ran 
west to Waun y Pound, north, and then west to near Trevil machine then parallel with the Rassau 
Railroad south to Sirhowy. The majoIity of the tranu'oad has been destroyed by industIial and 
housing development and opencast workings. 

IWT019a 
This route was constructed at a later stage when Harford 's Tunnel between Ebbw Vale and 
SirhO\vy was opened. This branch ran from the western end of Harford's Tunnel to Sirhowy 
Ironworks with a smaller branch running to Tredegar Ironworks. 
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Figure 96: Tramroad IWT019 Showing Archaeological Interests (pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales IndustJial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT019 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There is one surviving section of IWTO 19 equating to 2%: 

T hI 117 S a e : S urvlvlDg ectlOns 0 ffWTOl9 

Section Location Condition Figur.e Reference 
Number Rating Number 
1WT019(i) SO 17003 09921 to SO 1690 I 09882 B 97 

1WT019(i) (CONDITION B) (54602, LB 22532)is a section spanning the present day Steel 
Works Road leading towards the site of the fonner ironworks. The causeway and tunnels are in 
good condition and now can)' the route of a minor road. This is the only surviving feattlre of this 
trarnroad ro u te. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
No individual features were recorded during the survey of this trarnroad. 

Archaeological interests identi fied prior to the current survey are shown on figure 96; details of 
these interests are given in Appendix 111. 

Current Protection/Status 
The causeway and tunnels are a li sted building (LB 22532). 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Consenation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as cun·en!. 
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Figure 97: Surviving Tramroad Section IWT019(i) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of rWT019a 
Nearly the entire section of tralm-oad has been destroyed by housing and industrial development. 
A surviving tunnel (IWT0l9a/OOI) under Beaufort road is the only remains visible above 
ground. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix Il) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 96; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 118: Features Associated with IWT019a (sce Fi re 98) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

,IWTOI9a/00l ISO 14473 09781 I Trarnway Tunnel 
• - -- - - ! - _., . - -

Current Protection/Status 
No protection afforded to the surviving feature. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 020: Bute Tramroad 

NGR: SO 08041 08319 to SO 10593 07923 
Date Range: 1825 - 1848 
Approximate length of tram road = 3.7 Km 
Overall survival = 0% 

Historical Background 
Bute Ironworks took over the quarries at Twynau Gwynion from Dowlais in 1825 and 
constructed a tramroad from the west side of the RhYlTmey valley across Merthyr Common to 
Pengarnddu where it met Dowlais' Line 4 (lWTO 15c) to Twynau G\\,)'nion quarries. Thi s 
tralTU'oad continued in use until the mid-nineteenth century when it was superseded by the 
Rhymney Limestone Railway (IWTOJ6) (van Laun 2001: 162). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 119' Routes of Tramroad IWT020 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT020 Bute Tramroad SO 08041 08319 to SO 10593 07923 99 

The tranu'oad joined a branch line running from the ironworks, continuing north up the west side 
of the RJlynmey Valley before turning west running just south ofNant Carno and to the south of 
Dowlais Big Pond to Pengarnddu where it joined with Twynau Gwynion Line 4 (IWTO 15c). 
This tramroad has been entirely destroyed by opencast working and land reclamation. The route 
it took to the east of Dowlais Big Pond can be roughly followed along the route of a modern 
track. 
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Figure 99: Route of Tramroad IWT020 Bute Tramroad 
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Southeast WaJes lndustriallronworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 021: Beaufort Railroad 

NGR: SO 16887 11204 to SO 16969 09797 
Date Range: 1796 - ? 
Approximate length of tram road = 1.5 Km 
Overall survival = 0% 

Historical Background 
Authorised in 1792 under the Monmouthshire Canal Act the Beaufort Railroad was opened in 
1796 and probably engineered by Thomas Dadford junior. It ran from the canal head at Crumlin 
to the ironworks at Ebbw Vale and Beaufort. This provided a link with the Rassau Railroad, also 
completed in 1796, near Newchurch Road, connecting the three ironworks; Sirhowy, Beaufol1 
and Ebbw Vale. The tramroad was conve11ed to plate rail in 1805 (van Laun 2001: 121-124). 
Only the section between Beaufort and Ebbw Vale ironworks was surveyed during this project. 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 120· Routes of Tramroad IWT021 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT021 Beaufort Railroad SO 16887 11204 to SO 1696909797 100 

No surviving remains of this tramJ"Oad survive, though its approximate route can be followed 
from the site of former ironworks at Beaufort, along Beaufort Terrace, Beaufort road and under 
the listed causeway and tunnels (LB 22532, 54602), and along Steel Works Road to the former 
site of the ironworks at Ebbw Vale. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 100: Route of Tramroad IWT021 Beaufort 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 022: Protheroe's Tramroad and Venallt 

NOR: SN 87327 04800 to SN 85973 04714 
Date Range: c. 1817 - ? 
Approximate length oftramroad = 2. 7 Km 
Overall survival = potentially 26% 

Historical Background 
A trarnroad from the Neath Canal to the coal workings at Cwm Owrach was constructed by 
Edward Protheroe c 1817. Although Protheroe may have constructed a small ironworks in the 
area around this time, the anthracite fuelled Venallt Ironworks was not opened until c. 1839. 
Protheroe' s Tramroad ran right past the ironworks site and a small branch was constructed to 
connect it to the works. Venallt lronworks also built their own tramroad to the Neath Canal 
(IWT022a), connecting to Protheroe' s route near the present day Star Inn (WOCC I 988). 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated two route numbers for the purpose of thi s survey: 

Table 121' Routes of Tramroad IW1'022 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT022 Protheroe' s Tramroad SN 87327 04800 to SN 85973 04714 101,102 
TWT022a Venallt Tramroad SN 86862 05928 to SN 86814 051 31 101,102 

IWT022 
From a junction with the Neath canal the tTaJmoad ran eastwards past the site of Venallt 
ironworks (OM423) to the coal workings at Cwm Owrach. Part of its route can be traced along a 
modem track. 

IWT022a 
From near the present day Ship Inn this tram road formed a junction with Protheroe ' s Tramroad 
and ran north to the Neath Canal along a winding route, crossing the River Neath. Its route can 
be traced along Chain Road, past Empire Avenue and along a lane to Plas y Felin. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 101: Route of Tramroad TWT022 Protheroe's Tramroad and IWT022a Venallt 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 102: Tramroad IWT022 Showing Archaeological Interests (pre-survey) 

Cwmgwrach 

o 0.15 0.3 Km 
~~~"""""! 

Key: 
--- Original Route of Tramroad 

~ Ironworks 

Contours (10m Intervals) 

,--... , SAM 

This map is based upon Ordnance SUn'ey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationary 
Office 10 Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. 
Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Lld 100017916 (2006). 

Mac'r map hwn yn seiliedig ar ddcunydd ar Arolwg Ordnans gyda chaniaHid Arolwg Ordnans ar ran Rheo]wr Uyfrfa Ei Mawrhydi © Hawlfraint y Goron. 

Mac atgynhyrchu heb ganiauid yn lorri Hawlfrainl y Goron a gall hyn arwain at erlyniad Deu achos sifil. 
Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ud 100017916 (2006). 

225 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT022 
The identified tratmoad routes have been subdivided and categmised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are two surviving section of IWT022 equating to a potential 26%: 

T bI 122 S • e : S urvlvmg ectlOlls 0 fIWT022 
Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin!! Number 
IWT022(i) SN 86420 04927 to SN 8637 1 04964 B 103,104 
IWT022(ii) SN 86983 04999 to SN 87327 04800 U 103, 104 

A small section rWT022(i) (CONDITION B) survives as a grassed over formation within the 
scheduled ironworks area (GM423). 

IWT022(ii) (CONDITION U) was not surveyed as this section lies on private land. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
No individual features were recorded during the survey of this tra111road. 

Archaeological interests identified prior to the CUITent survey are shown on figure 102; details of 
these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Current Protection/Status 
IWT022(i) is protected within the scheduled ironworks area GM423. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as cun·ent. Further survey is recolllmended along IWT022(ii) to asceltain the survival 
of any remains. 
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Figure 103: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT022(i)-(ii) 
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Figure 104: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT022(i)-(ii) 
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Southeast Wales lndustriallronworks Landscapes 

Condition of rWT022a 
There are no surviving remains of this tranlIoad. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 023: Banwen Tramroad 

NGR: SN 86447 09726 to SN 85090 11317 
Date Range: 1840s - 1860s 
Approximate length ()( tram road = 3.7 Km 
Overall survival = 54% 

Historical Background 
Known as the Banwen Ironworks Railway (Hughes 1990: 92), the tramroad built in the 1840s 
transported limestone from the Brecon Forest Tramroad to Banwen ironworks as well as coal and 
iron ore from locally worked quarries to the south and coal. Pig-iron produced at the ironworks 
was transpOlted via the Banwen Railway and Brecon Forest Tramroad to nearby ironworks at 
Onllwyn and Ystalyfera. The use orthe tramroads seems to have finally come to an end after the 
ironworks were disused in the I 860s (Hughes 1990: 92-96). -

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated two route numbers for the purpose of this survey: 

Table 123' Routes of Tramroad IWT023 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT023 Banwen Quarries SN 86447 09726 to SN 85739 10015 105, 106 

Tramroad 
IWT023a Banwen Coelbren Junction SN 8509011317 to SN 86041 10476 105, 106 

IWT023 
This route runs north-east/north from the iroll-ore quarries at Banwen Pryddin with a to the 
Banwen ironworks. The route of this section can be roughly followed along the present day 
minor road. From the ironworks the tramroad rail west towards Sam Helen, this can be followed 
along the route of a footpath . It then tumed south skirting around the Roman Camp to an area of 
former coal workings. The route of the tramroad ran parallel with Sam Helen Roman Road. 

IWT023a 
From a junction with IWT023 just northeast of the Roman Camp this route ran north crossing 
Sam Helen then curved northwest to Coelbren Junction where it met the Brecon Forest Tramroad 
later the Neath and Brecon Railway. Most of this route can be followed along a footpath . 
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Figure 105: Route of Tramroad IWT023 Banwen 
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Figure 106: Tramroad IWT023 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial ITonworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT023 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are two surviving section of lWT023 equating to 33%: 

Table 124: Survivin~ Sections of IWT023 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT023(i) SN 8684910370 to SN 8679010389 U 107, 108 
IWT023(ii) SN 8672210434 to SN 86043 10475 D 107, 108 

To the west a small section survives running to the south of the surviving furnaces . rwT023(i) 
(CONDITION U) part of the stone track bed remains visible, bowever, this section is severely 
overgrown and clearance is needed before further survey can be made of its condition. 

Between IWT023(i) and (ii) the tram road has been replaced by a trumaced farm track. 

IWT023(ii) (CONDITION D) survives in formation as a slightly raised bank now grassed over 
but badly danlaged. The section is heavily rut1ed from agricultural machinery. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
No individual features were recorded during the survey of this tramroad. 

Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are shown on figure 106; details of 
these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Current Protection/Status 
There is no current protection or status afforded to the traJmoad. The remains of the furnaces at 
Banwen are scheduled (GM420). 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified !Tom tbe UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
The scheduled area of the ironworks themselves is severely overgrown and structures are 
becoming unsafe. Many trees growing out of the furnace walls need to be removed ruld 
consolidation work needed before the well-preserved standing structures collapse. Further 
survey of the tranlToad following vegetation clearance is required in this area. 
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Figure 107: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT023(i)-(ii) aud IWT023a(i)-(ii) 
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Figure 108: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT023(i)-(ii) 
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Condition of rWT023a 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are two surviving section of IWT023 a equating to 87%: 

T bl 125 S a e : S UrVIVlJl1! CC.tJOllS 0 flWT023 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT023a(i) SN 8600410783 to SN 86401 10476 B 107,109 
IWT023a(ii) SN 8509011317 to SN 85881 10918 B 107,109 

IWT023a(i) (CONDITION B) is on private land, therefore it was not walked over. However, its 
fOllnation could be seen as a grassed over bank mnning through the field. 

Northeast ofhere the tramroad is no longer visible until a stile opposite Nant y Fedwen Fawr. 

IWT023a(ii) (CONDITION B) this survives as a grassed over fOllnation and is in cUIl'ent use as 
a footpath. In some places concrete slabs have been laid on top, to improve passage through 
slightly boggy areas. Some exposed revetment was recorded. It is possible that more remains 
survive in a buried state. There is slight disturbance from the farm track near CorsJlwyn-goch 
farm. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix 1I) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 106; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Feature Number 
IlWT023a100 I 

IIWT0230/002 

ISN 8588 1 10918 

I SN 85576 "! 38 

Current Protection/Status 
There is no current protection or status afforded to the trarnroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP, however, there is a threat fi'om bog encroachment and 
poor drainage of the surviving areas. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. Improve drainage under archaeological supervision. 
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IWT Number 024: Ystalyfera Tramroad 

NOR: SN 76755 09387 to SN 76334 07597 
Date Range: c. 1841 - ? 
Approximate length oftramroad = 2.2 Km 
Overall survival = 0% 

Historical Background 
The Ystalyfera Ironworks tJ'amroad was constructed c. 1841 it connected to the wharf of the 
Swansea canal at Oumos (Hughes 1990:260), whilst a branch also ran northwest to quarries and 
coal workings at Wern Fawr and south from the ironworks to the River Tawe. 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Tabte 127' Routes of Tramroad IWT024 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT024 Y stalyfera Tramroad SN 76755 09387 to SN 76334 07597 110 

The route of the trarnroad depicted in Figure 110 is taken from the I" Edition OS map which 
shows a trarnroad rurll1ing from the quarries and coal levels at Wem Fawr with a junction at 
Ournos \\!harf to Y stalyfera ironworks and from there to a terminus alongside the River Tawe. 
This tran1road has been partly destroyed by the construction of houses and industrial units, 
though elsewhere its route can be traced along minor roads or footpaths ; along Tirbach Road, 
Old Wem Road, Woodmans TelTace and pal1way along a footpath above the fonner ironworks 
site. South of the ironworks it can be followed along a tannaced footpath alongside the river. No 
visible remains associated with the tramroad were noted. 
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Fi"IIr'" 11 0: Route of Tramroad IWTO;,;2;,,4;.-Y;:,;,st;..:.a::;lyf~e~ra_~_:---_ _ -rT_---Y_c;r' __ ---"''-_ _ ~11 

Original Route of Tramroad 

~ Ironworks 

TIlis map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the permission ofOrdnaocc Survey on behalf of the Controller of t ier Majcsty's Stationary 
Office <0 Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and !Day lead 10 prosecution or civil proceedings. 
Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Lld 100017916 (2006). 

Mac'r map hwn yn scilicdig ar ddcunydd ar Arolwg Ordnans gyda chaniatfid Arolwg Ordnans ar ran Rhcolwr L1yfrfa Ei Mawrhydi !Cl Hawlfraint y Goron. 
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Glamorg,m-Gwen t Archaeological Trust Ltd 100017916 (2006). 
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IWT Number 025: Nant y glo - Beaufort Tramroad 

NGR: SO 19050 11674 to SO 17060 1132S 
Date Range: c. 1833-? 
Approximate length oj'tramroad = 1.6 Km 
Overall survival = 0% 

Historical Background 
Constructed c. IS33 this tramroad ran from the Beaufort Ironworks to Bailey's Liangat10ck 
Tramroad just north of Nant-y-glo. It is thought that this was initiated by Ebbw Vale's desire to 
avoid the high cost of the Trevil Railroad (van Laun 2001: 10S). 

General Description 
This tramToad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 128' Routes of Tramroad IWT025 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT025 Nant-y-glo - Beaufort SO 19050 11674 to SO 17060 I 1328 11 I 

Tramroad 

From Beaufort Ironworks the tram road climbed an incline before running east to join Bailey's 
L1angattock Tramroad. No above surface remains of thi s trrumoad survive; the former incline is 
no longer visible, though the tram road route east of here can be followed from Maeshalog House 
onto Brulgor Road and along a tannaced footpath to Warwick Road, across Bailey street to 
Market Square, where it formerly connected with Bailey's Liangattock Tramroad. No visible 
remains were noted. 
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Figure 111: Route of Tramroad IWT025 Nant y glo - Beaufort 
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The following digital maps were consulted: 
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Estate maps, sales catalogues and papers held at the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth, the 
Glanl0rgan Record Office, Cardiff, the West Glamorgan Record Office, Swansea and the Gwent 
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Appendix J 

Table of ironworks transport networks sbowing % overall sun~val in relation to associated 

k d b I I I I fth" k n"onWor s an t e arc taeo oglca va ue 0 e lrOllwor s core areas 
Ironworks Name Condition % Associated Respective Consider 
Transport Rating O,'erall Ironworks: Archaeological Scbeduling 
Numbers SurviYal Number( s )/Name( s) Valuc' of 

Ironwork Core 
Arca(s) 

IWTOOI Abersychan IWTOOI(i): D 55% I\V004 Abersychan Archaeologically Yes; 
Limestone I\VTOOI(ii): A (British) sensitive area IWTOOI(i i): 
Railway entire length 

IWT002 Llal11 M march lWT002(i) : B 11% IW006 Clydach Archaeologically Yes; IWT002(i): 
Railroad I\VT002(ii): D sensitive area extend SAM 

BRI61 to 
include 
remainder of 
incline 

IWT002a L1am-march I\VT002a(i): B 4% IW006 C lydach Archaeologically No 
Railroad sensitive area 
(Waunllapria) 

IWT003 L1al11-111arch I\VT003(i): B 35% I\V006 Clydach Archaeologically Yes; extend 
Tramroad lWT003(ii): D sensitive area SAM BRI61 to 

I\VT003(iii): A include 
IWT003(iv): B remainder of 
I\VT003(v): A incline 

IWT003(iv); 
parts of 
IWT003(iii) and 
IWT003(v) 

IWT003a Llam-march IWT003a: D 0% IW006 Clydach Archaeologically No 
TramIoad Pen- sensi tive area 
Ffyddlwn 

IWT004 Clydach IWT004(i): B 20% IW006 Clydach, Archaeologically No 
Railroad IWT004(ii): C IWO 12 BeaufOJ1 sensitive area, 

IWT004(iii ): B Low-moderate 
I\VT004(iv): E potential 
lWT004(v): E 
IWT004(vi): C 

IWT005 Baileis I\VT005: D < 1% IW009 Nant-y-glo, Archaeologically No 
L1angottock lWO 12 Beaufort: 2nd sensitive 
Tramroad L1angattock arealrnoderate-

Tramroad high potential, 
Low-moderate 
Ipotential 

I\VTOO6 Disgwylfa IWT006(i): D 100% IW009 Nant-y-glo, Archaeologically Yes; in 
Main IWT006(ii): B lW007 Blaina sensit ive particular 
Tramroad I\VT006(iii): D arealmoderate- IWT006(ix) but 

lWT006(iv): B high potential, also: 
I\VT006(v): C Low-moderate lWT006(iv) 

5 Numbers prefixed by IWT in main text. 

6 Archaeological significance values as estab lished in Year one report. 
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IWT006(vi): B potential lWT006(vi) 
IWT006(vii): C IWT006(viii) 
lWT006(viii): B lWT006(x) 
IWT006(ix): A 
[WT006(x): B 

IWT006a Disgwylfa IWT006a(i): B 100% IW009 Nant-y-glo, Archaeologically Yes; 

Pant Draenog IW007 Blaina sensitive lWT006a(i) 
area/moderate-
high potential, 
Low-moderate 

Ipotential 
IWT006b Disgwylfa lWT006b(i): B 100% lW009 Nant-y-glo, Archaeologically Yes; 

East IW007 Blaina sensitive lWT006b(i) 
area/moderate- -
high potential, 
Low-moderate 
'potential 

lWT006c Disgwylfa lWT006c(i): B 94 % IW009 Nant-y-glo, Archaeologically Yes; 
West IWT006c(ii): A IW007 Blaina sensitive IWT006c(i) 

lWT006c(ii i): A area/moderate- lWT006c(ii) 
rWT006c(iv): A high potential , IWTOO6c(i ii) 

Low-moderate IWTOO6c(iv) 
I potential 

lWTOO6d Disgwylfa IWT006d: D 0% IW009 Nanl-y-glo, Archaeologically No 
Main lW007 Blaina sensitive 
( conjectmed) area/moderate-

high potential , 
Low-moderate 
potential 

IWTOO6e Disgwylfa lWT006e(i): A 9% rWOO9 Nant-y-glo, Archaeologically No 
Main (south) IWT006e(ii): B IW007 Blain. sensi ti ve 

IWTOO6e(iii):B area/moderate-
high potent ial , 
Low-moderate 

I potential 
lWTOO7 Trevil IWT007(i): A 61% rWOl4 Sirhowy, Archaeologically Yes; especially 

Railroad Main lWT007(ii): E IWOl2 Beaufort, sensi tive area/high lWTOO7(iii) 
Line lWT007(iii): A IWOIO Ebbw Vale potential , Low-

l\VT007(iv): E wi th Victoria moderate 
lWT007(v): B IroJlworks: Rassau potential , 
IWT007(vi): B Railroad Archaeologically 

sensitive area/Iow 
)otemiai 

IWTOO7a Trevi ) l\VT007a: D <]% IWOl2 Beaufort: Low-moderate No 
Railroad Rassau Railroad potential 
Beaufort Line 

lWTOO7b Trevil IWT007b: D <1%1 IWOl2 Beaufort, Low-moderate No 
Railroad Ebbw lWOIO Ebbw Vale: potential, 
Vale Line Rassau Railroad Archaeologically 

sensitive area/Iow 
potential 

lWTOO7c Trevil IWT007c: D 0% IWOl4 Sirhowy: Archaeologically No 
Railroad Rassau Railroad sensitive arealhigh 

'.1- __ . < _ .: 1 
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Sirhowy Line potential 

IWTOO7d Trevil line to lWT007d: D 0% lWOIO Ebbw Vale, Archaeologically No 

Victoria IWOI I Victoria: sensitive area,lIow 
Beaufort Tramroad potentia l, Low-

moderate potential 

IWT008 Rassau lWT008(i): E 14% IWOl2 Beaufort, Low-moderate No 

Railroad IWT008(ii): E IWOl4 Sirhowy, potential, 
lWOIO Ebbw Vale Archaeologically 

sens itive area/high 
potential, 
Archaeologically 
sensitive area/ Iow 
potential 

IWT009 Hall's Trevil IWT009(i): B 7% IWOl5a Rhymney Archaeologically No 

Tramroad Upper Furnace: sensitive area -
nVT009(ii): C Rhymney Branch 

Tramroad; Bryn Oer 
Tramroad 

IWTOIO Rhymney IWTOIO(i): U 3% nVOl5a RJlytnney Archaeologically No 

Tramroad Upper Furnace sensitive area 

Branch 

IWTOII Morlais East IWTOII(i): B 39% IW023 Ivor works Archaeologically No 

Tramroad and 
IWTOII(ii): D 

and IW022 Dowlais sensiti ve 

Railway Ironworks. area/moderate 
IWTOII(iii): E potential, 

Archaeologically 
sensitive 
area/moderate-
high potential 

IWTOl2 Morlais West IWTOI2(i): C 34% lW021 Penydarren Moderate-high Yes; especially 

Tramroad lWTOI 2(ii): A Ironworks and potential, IWTOI2(ii) 

IWTO I 2(iii ): E 
tram road, IWOl8 Archaeologica ll y 
Plymouth Ironworks sensitive 

area/low-moderate 
potential 

IWTOl3 Tappendcns' IWTOI 3(i): A 29% IW024 Hirwaun, Archaeologically Yes; cspecially 

Tramroad 
IWTOI3(ii): B 

IW025 L1wydcoed, sensit ive area/high IWTOI3(ix) 
IW027 Abemant, potential, 

nVTOI3(iii): B IW026 Gadlys Archaeologically 

lWTOJ3(iv): C 
sens itive area/high 
potential, Low-

IWTOI3(v): U moderate 

IWTOI3(vi): E 
potential, 
Archaeologically 

IWTO 13(vii): E sensit ive 
IWTOI3(viii): C area/moderate-

lWTOJ3(ix): A 
high potent ial 

IWTOl3a Tappendens' nVTOJ3a(i): C 16% IW024 Hirwaun, Archaeologically No 
Tramroad 

IWTO 13a(ii): C 
IW025 L1wydcoed, sensitive area/high 

West IW027 Abemant~ potential, 
IWTOI3a(iii): C IW026 Gadlys Archaeologically 
IWTOI 3a(iv): U sensitive area/high 
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IWTOI3a(v): B potential, Low-
moderate 
potential, 
Archaeologically 
sensiti ve 
area/moderate-
high potential 

IWTOl4 Mr Glover's IWTOI4(i): A 6S% IW024 Hirwaun Archaeologically No: but possibly 

Railroad IWTOI4(ii): E (later connection to sensitive arealhigh re-consider as 
IWTOI4(iii): B IW02S Llwydcoed, potential, part of adjacent 

IW027 Abernant, Archaeologically quarry 
IW026 Gadlys sensitive area/high landscape at a 
Ironworks via potential, Low- later stage. 
Tappendens' moderate 

Tramroad) potential, 
Archaeologically -
sensitive 
area/moderate-
high potential 

n VTO l4a Mr Glovers IWTOI4a(i): B 6% IW024 Hinvaun Archaeologically No 
Railroad (later connection to sensitive area/high 
Blyngwyn IW02S Llwydcoed, potential , 
Ex tension nv027 Abernant, Archaeological ly 

nv026 Gadlys sensit ive arealhigh 
Ironworks Vla potential , Low-
Tappendens' moderate 
Tramroad) potential , 

Archaeologica lly 
sensitive 
area/moderate-
high potential 

IWTOlS Twynau IWTOIS(i): C 2S% IW022 Dowlais Archaeologically Yes; IWTOIS(ii) 
Gwynion IWTOIS(ii): B sensitive and possibly 
Tramroad Line area/moderate- IWTOI5(i) due 
I high potential to substantial 

bridge 
abutments 

IWTOISa Twynau IWTOI5a(i): D SO% IWOISa RhynUley Archaeologically Yes; 
Gwyniol1 IWTOI5a(ii) : C Upper Fumace sensiti ve area IWTOISa(vii) 
Tramroad line 

IWTOISa(iii):C 
2 rWTOISa(iv): D 

IWTOISa(v): C 

IWTOISa(vi): C 

nvTOISa(vii): B 

IWTOISb Twynau IWTOISb(i): C 87% rW022 Dowlais Archaeologically No 
Gwynion (partly under latcr sensitive 
Tramroad line Rhymney Limestone area/moderate-
3 Railway) high potential 

IWTOISc Twynau nVTOISc(i): B 19% IW022 Dowlais Archaeologically No 
Gwynion 

IWTO ISc(ii): U 
(panly under route of sensitive 

Tramroad Line Rhynmey Limestone area/moderate-
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4 Railway) high potential 

IWTOl6 Rhymney IWT016(i): E 29% IW015 Rhymney Steri le-Iow No 
Limestone IWTOI6(ii): B Lower Furnace potential 
Railway 

IWT017 Blyn Oer lWTOI7: D 0% IWOl5!Ol 5a Archaeologically No 
Tramroad (within Rhymney (via HalPs sensitive 

Glamorg Trevi l Tramroad) area/steri le-Iow 
an - potentia l 
Gwent) 

lWTOl 8 Tredegar IWTOI8(i): B 4% IW013 Tredegar Moderate No 
Tramroad Ironworks potential 

IWT019 Ebbw Vale IWTOI9(i): B 2% IWOIO Ebbw Vale Archaeologically No (sun,jving 

Privat.e Line and IWO 14 Sirhowy sensitive area/Iow features sti 11 in 
Ironworks potential, lIse) -

Archaeologically 
sensitive area/high 
potent ial 

lWTOl9a Ebbw Vale IWTOI9a: D <1% IWOlO Ebbw Vale Archaeologically No 
Private line 

Only tunnel 
alld IWO l 4 Sirhowy sensitive area/Iow 

addition 
a Ironworks (via potential, 

(IWTO 19a/00 1) J-1arford's Tunnel) Archaeologica lly 
under Beaufon sensitive area/high 
road survives. potential 

lWT020 Bute Tramroad IWT020: D 0% lW015 Rhymney Sterile- low No 
Lower Furnace (via potential 
00wlai5' Twynau 
Gwynion line 4) 

rWT021 BeaufOJt IWT021: D 0% IW012 Beaufol1 and Low-moderate No 
Tramroad lW010 Ebbw Vale potential, 

Archaeologically 
sensit ive area/Iow 
potential 

IWT022 Protheroe's IWT022( i): B 26%? rW034 venallt Archaeologically No 
Tramroad 

IWT022(ii): U 
sensitive arealhigh 
potential 

IWT022a Vena li t IWT022a: D 0% IW034 Vena lit Archaeologically No 
Tramroad sensitive arealhigh 

potential 

IWT023 Banwen IWT023(i): U 33% lW032 Banwen Archaeologicall y Consider 
QualTies IWT023(ii): D sensitive arealhigh scheduling area 
Tramroad potential of weighbridge 

and adjacent 
tramroad 
fonnation within 
core ironworks 
area. 

IWT023a Banwen IWT023a(i): B 87% IW032 Banwen Archaeologically No 
Coelbren IWT023a(ii): B sensitive area/high 
Junct ion potential 

IWT024 Ystalyfera IWT024: D 0% lW029Y stalyfera Archaeologically No 
. .. : . ~ 
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sensiti ve 
arealmoderate~ 

high potential 

IWT025 Nant-y-glo - IWT025: D 0% IW01 2 Beaufort Low-moderate No 
Beauf0l1 (also IW009 Nant-y- potential, 

glo via Bailey's Archaeologically 
L1angattock sensitive 
Traml'Oad) arealmoderate-

high potential 
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Feature Number 
IWTOOI /OOI 

NGR 
SO 273 I 3 03460 

Summary 
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Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed stone block in sitll with 2 dril led holes, approx. dimensions 0.43111 x 0.2Im, holes 0. 11 m apart. 

Feature Number 
IWTOOl/002 

NGR 
SO 27325 03547 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

T)'pe 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

3 partly exposed stone blocks in situ, average dimensions OAm x 0.31, holes 0.10-0.11 m apart. 

Feature Number 
IWTOOl/003 

NGR 
SO 27326 03556 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Rtlilway Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Stone block in S il1l with 2 drilled holes, approx. 0.1 m aparl, OIlC with remains of metal spike in silll and We<!f from rails. 

Fea ture Number 
IWTOOl/004 

NGR 
SO 2732 I 03492 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

T)'pe 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

3 partly exposed stone blocks in siru approx. 1 III apart wit]l drilled ho les. Another 5 partly exposed stone blocks to the N of 
these . 

. Fea ture Number 
I WTOO 1/005 

NGR 
SO 2743 038 I 

SUlllmary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Revelment 

T)'pe 
Revetment 

Sitc Status 
None 

Exposed dry stone revelment, random construction near substantial quarry approx. 15m in length. 

Fcature Number 
IWTOOl/006 

NGRI 
SO 2745 0382 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Cutting 

NGRl Type 
SO 2745 0386 Tramroad clIll ing 

Site Status 
None 

Slight cutting for tram road, running parallel is another cutting, this could mean that the track could possibly have been moved 
during expansion ofa nearby quarry. 
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Feature Number 
IWTOO 1 1007 

NGR 
SO 27430 04220 

SUlllmary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Line of exposed 11<11 stone blocks in situ, (one with a single drilled hole) along lOp ofrevetmcnt approx. 10m in length 
0.75m high. 

Feature Number 
1 WTOOI 1008 

NGR 
SO 2746 0385 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

3 exposed stone blocks in situ each with 2 drilled holes nlong grass covered formatio n. Approx. O.5m x O.3m, 
holes 0.11 m apart. 

Fe:ttul'c Number 
IWTOOI /009 

NGR 
SO 2746 0390 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

SHe Status 
None 

4 exposed stone blocks in situ with 2 drilled holes and wear marks, I exposed block with wear from rail approx J 7m 
10 the South. 

Feature Number 
IWTOOI /OIO 

NGR 
SO 2742 0412 - SO 2741 0409 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Rail way Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Line of stone blocks in sitll with 2 drilled holes approx. 30111 long. Double line representing both sides of the tr(lck in some 
places, gauge of track measured to be approx. 3ft Bin. A couple of blocks have wear marks from rail. 

Fcaturc Number 
IWTOOI /O II 

NGR 
SO 2744 0414 - SO 2751 0432 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Slone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Slafus 
None 

Li ne of stone blocks, 2 drilled holes approx. O. t III apart and some with wear marks found in situ, slightly disturbed. 

Feature Number 
IWTOOI /Ol2 

NGR 
SO 27530 04320 

Summar)' 
Stone block out of sitll with oblong wear mark. 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

254 

Site Status 
None 



Southeast Wales Industri al Ironworks Landscapes 

Feature Numlwr 
IWTOOI /013 

NGR 
SO 2764 0438 

Summal"Y 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

SHe Status 
None 

Line of approx. 32 part ly exposed stone blocks ill situ with 2 drilled holes and some with rectan!,711lar wear marks. 

Feature Number 
IWTOOII014 

NGR 
SO 27440 04250 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Line of partly ex posed stone blocks ill situ with 2 drilled holes running sporad ically for approx. 70m. More are possibly 
buried under lea f litter. Some have good examples of oblong wear marks. 

Feature Number 
IWTOOl1015 

NGR 
SO 2816 04 56 

Summary 
Juncti on of tram road entering quarry. 

Fea ture Number 
IWTOO II016 

NGR 
SO 27040 03450 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Junction 

T)'pe 
Tramroad junction 

Name 

Si te Sta tus 
None 

Abersychan Limestone R{lilway Bridge Ablltment 

Typ< 
Tramroad bridge 

Site Status 
None 

Stone bridge abu tment surviving at base o f incline noted as A2 by John Van Lalln. Constructed of dry stone squared ofT 
blocks 8+ courses high , curving around to nOl1h on east side or river. On west side af river stands a stone wall with reveued 
bank to ei ther side. 

Feature Number 
1 WT003 /00 1 

NGR 
SO 22535 12681 

Sum mary 

Name 
L1am~march Tramro(ld Bridge 

Type 
Tramroad Bridge 

Site Sta tus 
LB23814 

Stone built single arched bridge. Arch sprung from rock face. Shown on 1 st Edition OS, located between incline E I I and 
E 12 depicted by John Van Laun. 

Featu re Number 
IWT003/002 

NGR 
SO 22535 1268 1 

Summary 

Name 
L1am~march Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone Block 

Site Status 
None 

2 partly exposed stone blocks ill situ with single dril led hole along IWT003100 J. Approx dimension OAm x 0.201. 
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Feature Number 
IWT0031003 

NGR 
SO 22558 12705 

Summary 

Name 
L1am-march Tramroad Junction 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Site Stains 
None 

Junction of tTamroad spur in slight cutting depicted 011 1 SI Edition OS, parallel with main track to Northeast of bridge. 

Feature Number 
IWT003/004 

NGR 
SO 22052 12434 

Summary 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Junction oftramroad with incline noted by John Van Laun as EI3. 

Fealure Number 
IWT003/005 

NGR 
SO 23574 14034 

Summary 
Possible bridge ablllment and stone rcvclInen!. 

Feature Number 
IWT003/006 

NGR 
S02361814093 

Summary 

Name 
L1am-march Tramroad Bridge Abutment 

T)'pe 
Revelment 

Name 
L1am-march Tramroad Post Hole 

Type 
Post hole 

Rectangular post sett ing approx O.6m x O.SIll and 0.1 m deep. 

FeatUl'c Number 
IWT0031007 

NGR 
S023768 14127 

Summary 

Name 
Llam- march Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Stone block ill situ with small drilled hole and wear mark. 

Feature Number 
IWT0031008 

NGR 
SO 2414414286 

Summary 

Name 
L1am~march Tramroad Drain 

Type 
Drain Pipe 

Exposed iron drainage pipe running through track bed. 

Fea ture Number 
IWT003/009 

NGR 
SO 2414914286 

Summary 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Stone block with rail groove, out of situ, used in construction of stone lined water channel. 
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None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Stalus 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
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Feature Number 
IWT003/010 

NGR 
SO 2418914286 

Summar)' 

Name 
L1am~march Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Series of 5 exposed stone blocks in situ with drilled holes and wear marks. 

Feature Number 
IWT003/011 

NGR 
SO 2420914286 

Summary 
Stone block with I drilled hole, ill situ. 

Feature Number 
I WT003 /0 I 2 

NGR 
SO 24245 14421 

Summary 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Stalus 
None 

She Status 
None 

Site StaCUs 
None 

Stone block with I drilled hole, out of situ, used in construction of stone lined drainage channel. Other similar channels in 
close proximity. 

Feature Number 
I WT003 /0 I 3 

NGR 
SO 24258 14420 

Summary 

Name 
Structure Llam-march Tramroad 

Type 
Building 

Stone built structure to south of tram road shown on I st edition OS. 

Feature Number 
IIVT004/00 I 

NGR 
SO 1801 11 39 

Summal'Y 

Name 
Clydach Railroad Stone block 

Type 
Stone block 

Exposed stone block with wear mark from bar rail. 

Feature Number 
rwT0041002 

NGR 
SO 1834 I 129 - SO 1834 1130 

Summary 

Name 
Clydach Railroad Stone blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Series of9 partly exposed stone blocks with rectangular wear marks and some with single drilled hole. 
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Feature Number 
IWT004/003 

NGR 
so 2029 1235 

Summary 

Name 
Clydach Railroad Slone block 

TY IJC 
Stone b lock 

Stone block with 2 drilled holes found Qui of situ. 

Feature Number 
IWT004/004 

NGR 
SO 22051273 

Summary 

Name 
Clydach Rai lroad Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Site SlalUs 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Single arched culvert, concrete replacement. Original dry stone revelment surviving to either side of open ing. 

Feature Number 
IWT004/005 

NGR 
SO 24 179 14375 

Summary 

Name 
Clydach Rajlroad Machine house 

T)'pc 
Building 

Machine Ho use, constmcted by 1798 Hnd used for weighing by Clydach Railroad. 

Feature Number 
IWT004/006 

NGR 
SO 23030 13770 

Summary 

Nnmc 
Clydach Railroad Bridge 

Type 
Trarnroad bridge 

Tramroad bridge under modem road near Bethlehem Chapel , Maesygwanha 

Feature Number 
IWTOOS /OOI 

NGR 
SO 2066 1 12864 

Summary 
Causeway at Nant y Hafod 

Feature Number 
IWT005/002 

NGR 
SO 2188014830 

Summary 
Tramroad causeway at Wern Watcyn. 

Feature Number 
TWT006/001 

NGRl 
S020312 13303 

Summary 
Slight cutting each side of track. 

NGRl 

Name 
Bailey's L1angattock Tramroad Causeway 

T)'pr 
Tramroad causeway 

Name 
Bailey's Liangatlock Tramroad Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 
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Site Status 
None 

Site Slatus 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 
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Feature Number 
IWT006/002 

NGR 
S0202 10 13264 - S020135 13242 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutt ing 

Cutting approx 2m high and 201 wide at base, no surface features visible. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/003 

NGR 
SO 20135 13242 

Summary 

Name 
Quarry Adjacent to Disgwylfa Main Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry 

Quarry scoop and debris on lower and upper s lope of tramroad embankment. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/004 

NGR 
SO 20351 13384 

Summary 
Cutting approx. 1111 high. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/005 

NGR 
SO 20433 13469 - SO 20487 13498 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cuning 

T)'pc 
Tramroad cutting 

N:lme 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Site Statu s 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Raised causeway with bridge abutment, grassed over. Approx. O.81ll high, width of track across top 0.75m, total width of 
feature 5m. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/006 

NGR 
SO 20607 13540 - SO 20623 13540 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Trarnroad SlOne Blocks 

Type 
Stone blocks 

Site Status 
Nonc 

Exposed stone blocks ill situ with intact stonc track bed. No holes or wear marks visible on blocks. Running approx. 16m 

Feature Number 
IWT006/007 

NGR 
SO 20666 13538 

Su mmary 

Na me 
Quarry Adjacent to Disgwylfa Main Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry 

Small quarry scoop alongside track approx. Srn long, nearly completely grassed over. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/008 

NGR 
SO 20686 13524 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
SlOne block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Series of approx 17 partly exposed stone blocks average 1 m apart O.25m x OAm, no holes visible possibly slight wear. 
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Feature Number 
IWT006/009 

NGR 
SO 20812 13507 - SO 20855 13521 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Site Status 
None 

Cutting, grassed over 1.5m high on North side oflrnck, 0.701 high on South side. Width at base approx. 2.4m 

Feature Number 
IWT006/010 

NGR 
SO 20855 1352 1 - S0209 16 13554 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Causeway 

TY IJC 
Tram road causeway 

Site Status 
None 

Embanked causeway leading (lcross bog npprox. 1.501 wide, some partly exposed stone blocks and revetment. No visib le 
sign of culvert. Downslope side is appox J .5111 high . Bog has broken through and is covering embankment at East cnd . 

Feature Number 
IWT006/011 

NGR 
S02103 1 13542 

Summary 
Minor cutting approx. 0.4111 high. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/012 

NGR 
SO 2118513548 

Summary 

Name 
Oisgwylfa Main Tram road Cutting 

Type 
Tram road cutting 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Slight cutting approx J III high on North side of track, O.5m high on South side. Width at base approx 2.5m. Grassed over 

Feature Number 
1 WT00610 1 3 

NGR 
S02121713550 

Summary 

Name 
Oisgwylfa Main Tramroad Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Collapsed stone culvert with exposed stone reVelment, I course high . 

Feature Number 
IWT0061014 

NGR 
SO 21319 13548 - SO 2143613520 

Summary 

Name 
Disg1vylfa Main Tramroad Revetment 

TJ'pe 
Quarry 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
NOlle 

Section of exposed dry SlOne revetment approx 6 courses high. Nearby is a quany and area of scree. 
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Feature Number 
IWT006/015 

NGR 
so 21531 13501 - SO 2161413548 

Summary 

N.lmc 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad Causeway 

Site Sfatus 
None 

Substantial stone rcvctted causeway approx 7 courses high (I.Sm) with 2 parallel lines of exposed stone blocks. Gauge of 
track estimated to be approx 3ft 

Feature Number 
IWTOO6/016 

NGR 
S021655 13629 - S02 1689 13681 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Cutting approx 2111 wide at base and max height. approx 1 m. 

Feature Number 
IWTOO6/017 

NGR 
S02180414197 

Summal"Y 

Name 
Quarry Adjacent to Disgwylfa Main Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
NOllc 

Semi-circular quarry scoop, upslopc to West side of track and spoi l tip, downs lope to East side of track. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/018 

NGR 
SO 2182414281 

Summary 
Junction with rWT006c. 

Feature Number 
1 WT00610 1 9 

NGR 
S021848 14305 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutling 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Narrow cutting approx I.Sm high and 1.1 m wide at base. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/020 

NGR 
SO 2170713968 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Slight cutting approx. O.7Sm high, 2m wide at base and 20m long. 
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F'caturc Number 
rWT006/021 

NGR 
S02 170813807 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad .!unction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Junction wilh IWT006b, noted as Disgwlyfa East by John Van Laun 

Feature Number 
rWT0061022 

NGR 
S02 1692 13678 - SO 21708 13807 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Tramway 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Double width track with some partly exposed stone blocks no wear marks or holes visible. Sugges ted by NL to be a siding 
for storing trams. 

Feature Number 
rWT006a100 1 

NGR 
SO 2169013772 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Pant Dracnog Tramroad Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Causewl:lyapprox I III high constructed of rough stone boulders approx 3 courses high. 

Feature Number 
1 WT006a1002 

NGR 
S021687 13815 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Pan I Dracnog Tramroad Causeway 

T)'pc 
Tramroad caus(.'\vay 

Minor causeway across shallow gully, roughly constructed similar to IWT006aJOOI. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
Nonc 

Feature Number 
1 WT006a1003 Quarry Adjacent to Disgwylfa Pant Dracnog Tramroad 

NGR 
SO 2167614025 

Summary 
Linear hollow adjoining East side of tramroad. 

Feature Number 
rWT006a/004 

NGR 
S02[69113683 

Summary 
.Junction with main line rWT006. 

Feature Number 
IWT006b/OOI 

NGR 
S02170913808 - S02 1708 13847 

Summary 

Name 

Type 
Hollow way 

Disgwylfa Pant Dracnog Tramroad Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Name 
Disgwylfa East Tramroad RevctmcO! 

Type 
Revetment 

Rough stone boulder rcvctmcnt approx. 3 courses high (0.6m) 
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Feature Number 
IWT006b/002 

NGR 
S02170913908 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa East Tram road Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Stone block with single hole found to Easl of crack. Approx . 0.4 7m x DJ' m. Nearby is a partly exposed stone block 0.31 m x 
O.17m, no visible hole or wear. 

Feature Number 
IWT006b/003 

NGR 
S02176014019 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa East Tramfoad Stone Block 

Type 
Rock cannon 

Site Status 
None 

Large stone block found to East sideoftnunroad. Approx. O.67m x O.54m. 4 holes approx O.05m in diameter in rcclan!,'lllar 
shape with I smaller hole in the middle. Another large boulder la South about the same size. no holes on exposed surface. 

Possible rock cannon -

Feature Number 
IWT006b/004 

NGR 
SO 2 177314029 

S 1Il1lln a r y 

Name 
Disgwylfa East Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Cutting approx 0.5111 high on East side, 1.201 high on Wc~t. 

FeatUl·c Number 
IWT006b/005 

NGR 
SO 2183314083 

Summary 
Slight, short cutting approx 21 m in length. 

Fcature Number 
I WT006b/006 

NGR 
SO 2185314083 

Summa.·y 
Small quarry scoop 10 West oflrack. 

Fea tu re Number 
IWT006c100 I 

NGR 
S021824 1428 1 - S021725 14442 

Summary 

Name 
DisgwylfCl East Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Name 
Quarry Adjacent to Disgwylfa East Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry 

Name 
Disgwylfa West Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Substantial cutting running Northwest at junction with main line leading through a number of quarri es. Approx O.8m wide and 
over 4m high. Depicted on I sI Edition OS. 
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Feature Number 
lWT006c1002 

NGR 
SO 21371 14576 - SO 2128614593 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa West Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Cutting to West af'old' quarries depicted on I st Edition OS. 

Feature Number 
1WT006c/003 

NGR 
SO 2167014494 - SO 2153214541 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa West Tramroad Revetment 

Type 
Revelment 

Exposed bal1asted revennent along tramfoad embankment. 

Feature Number 
1WT006clO04 

NGR 
SO 2166514510 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa West Tramroad Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Tramroad junction for branch to Disgwylfa North, noted as G12 by john Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
1WT006c/005 

NGR 
SO 2142814574 - SO 2134414589 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa West Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

2 parallel li nes of exposed stone blocks with stone track bed intact heading towards small track side quarry. No holes or 
wear marks. 

Feature Number 
1WT006c/006 

NGR 
SO 2120014677 

Summary 
Slight cutting 

Feature Number 
TWT006clO07 

NGR 
SO 21269 14606 - SO 21217 14643 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa West Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Name 
Disgwylfa West Tramroad Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad causcway 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

High ballasted causeway across boggy area, stone blocks visible on surface, no drilled holes or wcar visible. Approx ! .Srn 
high. 
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Name Feature Number 
rWT006e100 I Disgwylfa Main (south) Trmnroad Stone Blocks 

NGR Type 
SO 19233 12521 Stone block 

Summary 
Series of partly exposed stone blocks leading to stile, no drilled holes or wear marks visible. 

Feature Number 
rWT006e1002 

NGR 
SO 1920312618 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main (south) Tramroad Revelment 

Type 
Revelment 

Stone revetment constructed of squared off angular blocks approx 3 courses high (O.Sm). 

Feature Number 
IWT006e1U03 

NGR 
SO 1919612721 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main (south) Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Cutting on West side of track approx 1.75m high. 2spoii tips to East of track approx. 2m high. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/001 

NGR 
SO 1414 1154 

Summary 

Name 
Trevi l Railroad Main Line Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleep(.,·,-s 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
No ne 

Several sleepers found in vicinity with cut grooves for chair and spike holes, out of situ. Approx dimensions 2.59111 in 
length, 0.26111 wide. Groove for chair 0.7 t m wide, 2 holes O.28m apart. Gauge I.S3m (Sft) 

Feature Number 
IWT007/002 

NGR 
SO 13871172 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone Block 

Site Status 
None 

Series of exposed stone blocks in situ running for approx 7.Sm. With good example of rectangular wear marks from chair 
approx 0.28m x 0.12m, O.OOSm deep and 2 drilled holes approx O.22m apart. A wooden sleeper is located between I si 
and 2nd stone from the east. Stone track bed still intact. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/003 

NGR 
SO 13791174 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Revetment 

Type 
Revetment 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed dry stone revetment approx 4m in length to South side of track. 1 course approx 0.13m high exposed through grass, 
total height of b'Tassed over bank approx 1 m. A verage block size 0.61 m x 0.34m. 
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Feature Number 
[WT0071004 

NGR 
SO [372 [175 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Broken cu lvert and adjacent rcvctting approx. 2 courses high. Culvert blocked by masonry. 

Feature Number 
[WT0071005 

NGR 
SO [3691174 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Embankment 

Type 
Rcvetmen! 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Embankment cut away to revcal2 courses of dry stone rcvetting on South side of track, embankment approx O.75m high. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/006 

NGR 
SO [365311742 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Rai lroad Main Line Passing Loop 

Type 
Passing loop 

Junction of passing loop as shown on 1 st Edition OS. 

Feature Number 
[WT007/007 

NGR 
SO 134712[1 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Rai lroad Main Line Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Stonc block with very deep wear mark from rail and chair. Very good example. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

feature Number 
[WT007/008 Quany scoop Adjacent to Trevil Railroad Main Line 

NGR 
SO 1347 1214 

Summary 

Type 
Quarry 

Site Status 
None 

Hollow/scoop and linear platform, downslope to West of original loop of tramroad. Quarry scoop also present ups lope on East 
side. 

Feature Number 
lWT007/009 

NGR 
SO 1347 [221 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Sk-epers 

Type 
Rcvetment 

Site Status 
None 

Scric'> of sleeper impressions along exposed section of stone rcvctmenl. Revetment approx. 3-4 courses high constructed of 
rough stone blocks. 
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Feature Number 
IWT007/010 

NGR 
SO 1344 1228 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Culver1 

T ype 
Culvert 

Site Status 
None 

Dry stone built culvert approx. 3 courses high with rectangular lintel. Dimensions of opening approx. O.25m high, O.4Sm 
wide. Total height approx O.53m, total width 1.7m. Some collapsed masonry. 

Feature Number 
IWT007101 I 

NGR 
SO 1342 1236 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Drain 

Type 
Drain 

han drain pipe protruding from track to west, draining water into gorge. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/012 

NGR 
SO 13431249 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Bridge 

Type 
Bridge 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Single arched bridge canying lramroad over Nan! Milgatw, oneoflwo in this section oftramroad. Constructed ofrough 
stone blocks brought to course, revetment and abutments partially collapsed. To North side condition is worse and archway is 

blocked with rubble. Identified as K4 by John Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/o13 

NGR 
SO 1338 1251 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Bridge 

Type 
Bridge 

Site Status 
None 

Single arched bridge carrying tramroad over Nant Milgatw, onc of two in !his section of tramroad. Constmcled of rough 
stone b locks built in stepped courses, slightly damaged revctting above, North side collapsed littered with dead trees. 
Circumference approx. O.9Sm. Identified as K4 by John Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/0 14 

NGR 
SO 1335 1249 - SO 1336 1242 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Revetmcnt 

Type 
Rcvetment 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed stone revetment on West side of track, approx OAm high. May relate to passing loop depicted on 1st 
Edition OS. Continues sporadically along the track. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/015 

NGR 
SO 1335 1249 

Summary 

Name 
Scouring alongside Trevil Railroad Main Line 

Type 
Leat 

Site Status 
None 

Linear scours <llongside East of track. Similar features aTC found across the gorge on East side of tram road loop. 
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Feature Number 
IWT007/016 

NGR 
SO 1335 1233 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Cul vert 

Type 
Culvert 

Site St.atus 
None 

Summary 
Roughly circular arched culvert, blocked inside and adjacent revetting. Constructed of squared off blocks of stone, roughly 
coursed. Opening is approx. O.75m high , O.95m wide. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/017 

NGR 
SO 1329 1224 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Revetment 

Type 
Revetmcnt 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Exposed revetment to either side of track, 2-3 courses high constructed of roughly squared ofT stone blocks. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/018 

NGR 
SO 12251274 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Rnilroad Main Line Culvert 

Type 
Cu\vcl1 

SHe Status 
None 

Partly exposed, blocked stoneculvcrt with flat lintel. 

Feature Number 
IWTOO7/019 

NGR 
SO 1290 1226 - SO 1302 1229 Tramway 

Sum mary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Tramroad Formation 

Type 

None 

Site Status 

Surviving section of original tramroad , identified as K2 by John Van Laun. Grassed over sleeper imprints arc visib lc. 

Fe:lture Number 
IWT0071020 

NGR 
SO 1295 1231 

SummaQI 

Name 
Trcvil RClilroad Main Line Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Site Status 
None 

Square dry stone culvert below rWT007/019 depicted in Fig 93 in John Van Laun. Revetment is bowed 011 S side of track 
and on N side of track the revetment tonns a semicircle 011 either side of culvert. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/021 

NGR 
SO 1307 1229 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Ra ilroad Main Line Culvert 

Type 
Cul vert 

Site Status 
None 

Stone culvert, extended to South end with replaced wooden lintel. North cnd is bowed similar to that of I'WT007/20. 
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Feature Number 
lWT007/022 

NGR 
SO 13 17 1225 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Site Status 
None 

Stone culvert, partially collapsed with nal stone lintel. Only South opening is visible approx O.35m x 0.2501. Lintel approx 
O.lm tall. 

Feature Number 
lWTOO71023 

NGR 
SO 1265 1232 - SO 1270 1231 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Li ne Passing Loop 

Type 
Passing loop 

Site Status 
None 

Junction of passing loop depicted on 1 st Edition OS with sicl.-pcr imprints, one sleeper is partly exposed. 

Feature Number 
lWT0071024 

NGR 
SO 13431249 - SO 13381251 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Site Status 
None 

Tramroad causeway, bank and stone revelment including 2 bridges (lWT007/0J 2 and IWT00710 J 3). See John Van Laun K3, 
K4, K5. 

Feature Number 
lWT007/025 

NGR 
SO 13361 242 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleepers 

Sleeper imprints along West side of original tramroad loop. 

Feature Number 
lWT007/026 

NGR 
SO 1336 1241 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Revetment 

Type 
Rcvctrnent 

Site Status 
None 

Site Stlltus 
None 

Exposed rcvetment downs lope on East side of tram road, partially co llapsed. Exposed section is approx ISm in length. 

Feature Number 
1 WT008 /00 1 

NGR 
SO 1650 1131 

Summary 

Name 
Rassau Railroad Boundary Marker 

Type 
Boundary marker 

Boundary marker with the inscription "GW Railway and COs Boundary [900" 

Feature Number 
lWT008/002 

NGR 
SO 1650 1131 

Summary 

Name 
Rassau Railroad Revelment 

Type 
Revetment 

Single course of revetment approx O.ISm high exposed through long grass. 
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Feature Number 
IWT009/001 

NGR 
SOl1701354 

Summary 

Name 
Hall's Trcvil Trarnroad Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Junction of tramroad branch leading to quarry from main track, shown on 1 st Edition OS. 

Fea ture Number 
lWT0091002 

NGR 
SO 1193913006 

Summary 

Name 
Hall's Trcvil Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad Cutting 

Cutting approx 1 m high , 3.Sm wide. Grassed over. no surface remains visible on track bed. 

Feature Number 
IWTOIOIOOI 

NGR 
SO 1084209157 

Summary 

Name 
Rhymney tram road Branch Revetment 

Type 
Revetment 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Stone revetment along road side of slight tram road incline rWTOl O(i ). 2-3 courses high at this point of roughly squared off 
blocks of sandstone with some blocks of slag along tl1c top. 

Feature Numher 
IWTOIIIOOI 

NGR 
SO 0593 0957 

Summary 

Name 
Morlais East. Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Complete stone block for chair with 2 drilled holes for bar rail, no visible wear. Not in situ. 

Feature Number 
IWTOII /002 

NGR 
SO 05930956 

Summary 
Stone lintel tiJr drain 

Feature Number 
IWTOlI /003 

NGR 
SO 0592 0959 - SO 0589 0966 Revetment 

Summary 

Name 
Morlais E<lst Tramroad Culvert 

Name 

Type 
Culvert 

Moriais East Tramroad Revetment 

Type 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
N one 

Site Status 

Lower brick revetment wall running along east side of main track. Ranging from O.3m in height at the southern end to over 
I.Sm at its northern end. Possible siding associated with nearby red brick building. 

Feature Number 
IWTOlI /004 

NGR 
SO 0591 0961 

Summary 
2 iron chairs not in situ approx 3m apart 

Name 
Morlais East Tramroad Iron Tramroad Chair 

Type 
iron Tramroad Chair 

270 

Site Status 
None 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Feature Number 
IWTOII /005 

NGR 
SO 0591 0961 

Name 
Morlais East Tramroad Wooden Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Exposed end of wooden sleeper in a series of grasscxl "bumps" i.e. buried sleepers running north along IWTO 11 /003. This 
area is also strewn with stone blocks with 2 drilled holes such as IWTOIII06 and 07 

Feature Number 
IWTOII /006 

NGR 
SO 0591 0961 

Summary 

Name 
Morlais East Tramfoad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Complete stone block with 2 drilled holes, no wear marks. Not ill silU. found on IWTOII /003. 

Feature Number 
IWTOII /007 

NGR 
SO 0590 0966 

Summary 

Name 
Morlais East Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Complete stone block with 2 drilled holes, no wear marks. Not ill situ, found on IWT01I /003. 

Feature Number 
IWTOII /008 

NGR 
SO 0590 0966 

Summary 
Probable limek iln alongside east of tTack 

Feature Numher 
IWTOII /009 

NGR 
SO 0557 0992 

Summary 

Name 
Limekiln adjacent to Morlais East Tramroad 

Name 

Type 
Limekiln 

Morlais East Tramroad Wooden Slcq:>ers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

3 ex posed wooden sleepers running east west to N side of present day walking track 

Feature Number 
IWTOII /O IO 

NGR 
SO 0583709845 

Summary 

Name 
Moriais East Tramroad Wooden Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Series of exposed wooden sleepers running to North side of prcsent walking track. The tramroad track continues below surface 
and are visible as a series of low grassed bumps. 

Feature Number 
IWTOII /OII 

NGR 
SO 0534 0992 

Summary 
Ruinous yellow brick building 

Name 
Structure Morlais East Tramroad 

Type 
Building 
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Feature Number 
IWTOII /012 

NGR 
SO 0530 0994 

Summary 

Name 
Structure Morlai s East Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry building 

Site Status 
None 

Remains of quarry hut? Small rectangular brick and stone built bui lding. Built into rock outcrop approx 2m x 3m. Maybe 
others in poorer condition nearby. 

Feature Number 
IWTOII /013 

NGR 
SO 05130 09989 

Summary 

Name 
Tramroad Junction Morlais East Tramroad 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Junction of spur from main line? to quarry face wi th sleepers exposed. 

Fcatlll"c Number 
IWTOl2/001 

NGR 
SO 0487 0922 - SO 0477 0943 Stone block 

Summary 

Name 
Morlais Wes t Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
None 

Series of stone blocks in situ prc 1830 with bar rail holes and wC;1.r marks. 

Fea ture Number 
IWTOl2/002 

NGR 
SO 04830926 

Summal'Y 

Name 
Morlais West Tramroad Revelment 

Type 
Revelment 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 

Site Status 
None 

Stone revelment several courses high on upper slope 10 cast oftramroad. Partially masked, approx 12m in length. 0.5111 
high. 

Featurc Numbcr 
IWTOI21003 

NGR 
SO 0479 0936 

Summary 

Namc 
Morlais West Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Continuation of track, 2 parallel lines of stone blocks with wear marks and holes. 

Feature Number 
IWTOI2/004 

NGR 
SO 0477 0944 

Summary 

Namc 
Quarry adjacent to Morlais West Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry 

Quarry scoop east s ide of track cut into embankment 

Fcatu l'c Number Name 
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IWTOl2l005 

NGRl 
so 04750952 

Summary 

Morlais West Tramroad Stone Blocks 

NGR2 Type 
SO 0474 0955 Stone block 

2 par(ll1el1incs of stonc blocks with wear marks and holes ill situ 

Featu re Number 
IWTOl2/006 

NGR 
SO 0472 0959 

Summary 

Name 
Qlmrry adjacent to Morlais West Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry 

2 quarry scoops cut into east embankment approx 20m apart 

Feature Number 
IWTOl2/007 

NGR 
SO 0470 0968 

Summary 

Name 
Morlais West Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Slone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Start of4 parallel1 ines of stone blocks. a lower line post 1830 (with later spurs of wooden slccpers) and an upper line 
prel830 leading to the quarry facc. Nearby is a ruin ous building of faced stone poss ible quarry hut. 

Feature Numbcl' 
IWTOl2/008 

NGR 
SO 0469 0969 

Summary 

Name 
T ramroad Junction Morlais West Tramroad 

Type 
Tramroad j unction 

Junction belween two pairs of line..<; (IWTO 121007) 

Fea ture Number 
IWTO l 2/009 

NGR 
SO 0467 0978 

Summary 

Name 
TramrotJd Junction Morlais West Tramroad 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Sitc Status 
None 

Sitc Status 
No ne 

Junction for spur off line to quarry face (TWTOI 21007), the spur h<ls been lost to later quarrying 

Feature Number 
IWTO I 210 1 0 

NGR 
SO 0466 0986 

Summary 

Name 
Morlai s West Tramroad Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Sleeper imprints on post 1830 10wCf line (IWTO 12/007) near Pontsarn bridge 
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Feature Number 
IWTOl2/011 

NGR 
SO 0486 0996 

Summary 
Ruinous rectangular building 3x2.5m 

Feature Number 
IWTOl2/012 

NGR 
SO 0484 0930 - SO 0485 0943 

Summary 

Nallle 
Structure Morlais West Tramroad 

Name 

Type 
Building 

Tramroad Fomlalion Morlais Wcst 

Type 
Tramroad embankment 

Tack fonnation relating la T3 in John Van Laun, no visible surface remains 

Feature Number 
IWTOI 3/001 

NGR 
SN 9902 0435 - SN 9902 0439 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendens' Tramroad Stone l3locks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
SAMGM411 

Turnout and series of large stone blocks with rail we.:1.r marks and 2 drilled holes running over Gcl1i-lsilfbridgc (SA M 
GM411). The blocks average 0.49m x 0.39m with the distance between the centres of the holes being O.13m. A further 3 
blocks arc found in situ along the track to the cast at SN 9907 0442, again with rail wear but have been sl ightly disturbed 
by erosion. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl3/002 

NGR 
SO 0125 0271 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendens ' Trrunroad Drain 

Type 
Drain 

Iron pipe for drain and possible ad it to wcst o f track. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl3 /003 

NGR 
SO 01250274 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendens' Trrunroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Stone bloek for trdmroad with some wear, in situ. 

Feature Numbc.· 
IWTOl3/004 

NGR 
SO 01215 02779 

Summary 

Namc 
Tappendens' Tramroad Sleeper 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Partly exposed wooden sleeper possibly in situ , approx 7m to North of IWTO 13/003. 
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Feature Number 
IWTO 1 3/005 

NGR 
SO 01290238 

Summary 

Name 
Tappcndens' Tramroad Crane Pivot 

Type 
Crane pivot 

lrOIl canal side object. Cast iron crane pivot as described by Mear 1999. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl3/006 

NGR 
SO 0042 0304 

Summary 

Name 
Tappcndens' Trarnroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Slone block 

2 partly exposed stone blocks in siw with 2 drilled holes and slight wear from bar rail 

Feature Number 
IWTOl3 /007 

NGR 
SO 0039 0309 

Summary 

Name 
Tappcndcns' Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Complete stone block found out of situ. 2 drilled holes but no obvious wear marks. 

Feature Number 
lWT013/008 

NGR 
SO 0034 0325 

Summary 

Name 
Tappcndens' Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Slone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

2 stone blocks out of situ approx 20m apal1. Onc has 3 drilled holes and wear marks from chair. The other has a worn 
linear groove from rail. Found to west of track. 

Fcat,urc Number 
IWTOl3/009 

NGR 
SO 003 7 0330 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendcns' Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Part exposed stone block in situ, I drilled hole visible. Wear marks possibly from plate rail. 

Feature Number 
IWTO 13/0 1 0 

NGR 
SO 0030 0341 

Summary 

Name 
Tappcndcns' Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Sitc Status 
None 

Sitc Status 
None 

Compk'te stone block, not in situ. 1 drilled hole and wear marks from plate. Found on east side of track. 
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Feature Number 
lWT013/011 

NGR 
SO 00240345 

Name 
Tappendens' Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Si te Statns 
None 

Summary 
Stone block with wear marks;'1 situ. Approx 4m to Northwest a number of displaced stone blocks now lie in a stream b'1llly 
flowing into the River Cynon. Some have drilled holes and wear marks. 

Feature Number 
lWT013 /012 

NGR 
SO 00156 03556 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendcns ' Tramroad Slone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed st.one block with a drilled hole and chair wear mark in situ. Approx dimensions 0.46rn x O.38m, linear wear mark 
0.11 m x 0.31 rn, semicircular wear mark O.04m radius. One similar to this lies approx 7m to the Northwest. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl3/013 

NGR 
SO 00203 03500 - SO 0019003515 

Summary 

Name 
Tappcndcns ' Tra.ll1road Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Series of6 exposed stone blocks in situ with varying number of drilled holes i.e .. 0,1,2 or 3 average dimension OAm x 
0.35111. Running near edge of river b,mk along South c:xIge of track to join with middle of track. Possible passing loop or 
turnout junction. Track bed make up of small stones visible on surf<lce. 

Feature Number 
IWT013/014 

NGR 
SO 00203 03500 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendens ' Tramroad Revetment 

Type 
Revetment 

Site Status 
None 

Stone revetment under rWTOl3 /0 13 and continuing North on river side of track. Approx total1cngth 38m, including abutment 
for possible bridge 6mlong, jutting out approx 1111. Constructed of squared off stone blocks approx 1.8m high. 

Feature Number 
lWTOl3/015 

NGR 
SO 001 70353 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendcns ' Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

3 exposed stone block in situ, each with 2 drilled holes approx 1.25m apart. Track bed of small stones still intact in places. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl31016 

NGR 
SOOOI50357 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendcns ' Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

2 Partly exposed stone blocks in situ. Nearby tramroad blocks are strewn down the banking on river side of tram road, one 
has noticeable wear. 
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Feature Number 
IWTOl3/017 

NGR 
SO 00354 0336 I - SO 00479 02969 

Name 
l30undruy wall for Abcrdarc HOllse, adj acent to Tappendens ' 
Tramroad 

Type 
Wall 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Boundal)' wa ll for Aberdare House, ironmastcrs residence. Running along East side of track , approx 2Am high. constructed of 

squared off stone blocks. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl3/0 18 

NGR 
SO 0013503577 

Name 
Tappcndcns'Trarnroad Culvert 

Type 
Tramroad culvert 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Cul vert created from dry stone blocks from tramroad. Nearby on the track are 2 stone blocks in situ with 2 drilled holes. 

Fea ture Nu mber 
IWTOl3/019 

NGR 
SO 001 I 0359 - SO 001 7 0362 

Su mma ry 

Name 
Tappendcns ' Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

23 exposed stone blocks in situ with drilled holes and wear marks runn ing at sli ght angle to foo tpath and curving around 
to Nort hwest. Downhill is a small track and bridge. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl3/020 

NGR 
SN 9993 0362 - SO 00 10 0362 

Suru mllry 

Name 
Tappcndcns ' Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Well prCSl.TVed series of largc exposed stone blocks ill si/1I running sporadically for approximately 170m and cross ing stone 
bridge IWT01 3102 1. Other blocks arc probably buried along thi s line. Around SO 0006 036 1 both sides oflhc tramroad 
are exposed as 2 parallel lines of stones blocks. Blocks vary in number of drilled holes from 2, I or O. somc have iron 
spikes still ill SifU and good examples of wear marks for both chair and rail. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl 3/021 

NGRI 
SO 0010 0362 

Summary 

Name 
Bridge Tappcndens' Tramroad 

Type 
Tramway bridge 

Site Status 
None 

Singlc arched stone bridge over small stream a couple of partly exposed stone blocks on top belonging to IWTO 131020. 
Constructed of squared ofT masonry blocks. random placement roughly brought to coursc and lime mortar. 4m wide across 
lhe top with no surviving parapet. Metal work is discarded undcr bridge and to the North part of a wall rema ins. 

Feature Number 
TWT0I3/022 

NGR 
SI" 998 I 0364 - SI" 9990 0362 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendcns' Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Sta tus 
None 

2 pamJlcllines of exposed stone blocks in situ with drilled holes and wear marks, slight revctmenl to North side of track. 
There is a s li ght break in the line but remains are possibly buried. 
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Feature Number 
IWTO 133/00 1 

NGR 
SN 89142 06545 - SN 89217 06528 

Name 
Incline on Tappendens' Tramroad West 

Type 
Tramway 1nclined Plane 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Incline ofTappendens' tram road near Pont-Walby. Stone track bed in good condition, approx 1.95m wide. Rough cobbled 
stone surface with ridge running down centre, possibly for chain or brake groove. Arca North of railway viaduct has been 

tannaccd over. 

Feature Number 
rWTO 13a/002 

NGR 
SN 92460 06199 

Summary 

Name 
Tappcndens' Tramroad West Bridge 

Type 
Tramroad bridge 

Arched stone tramroad bridge, squared offat one end. 

Feature Number 
IWTO 1331003 

NGR 
SN 92077 06221 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendens' Tramroad West Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Tramroad causeway and possible bridge/culvert. 

Feature Number 
IWT014/001 

NGR 
SN 95882 05751 - SN 95610556 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Stonc Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Series of exposed stone blocks ncar clock tower. Track continues over stone built causeway 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
SAM BRI57 

Feature Number 
IWTOl4/002 Mr Glover's Rai lroad Stone Blocks and Causeway 

NGR 
SN 9587 0585 

Summary 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
SAM BRI57 

About 6 exposed stune blocks with chair wear marks along the schedu led causeway; one has a spike in situ 

Feature Number 
IWTOI4J003 

NGR 
SN 95930 06081 - SN 9514308447 

Summary 
Penderyn quany trail IWTOI4(ii) 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Heritage Trail 

Type 
Heritage trail 

278 

Site Status 
None 



Feature Number 
rWT014 /004 

NGR 
SN 9528 0724 

Summary 
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Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Sleepers 

Type 
Railway sleeper 

Site Status 
None 

Concrete slccper with 2 chairs found along East side of walking tT<lCk. Has the inscription AS 1 TBS along one side of the 
chair and 1943 LMS on the other. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl4/005 

NGR 
SN 95321 07575 

Summal-Y 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Sleepers 

Type 
Railway sleeper 

Site Status 
None 

Concrete sleeper with 2 chairs found along East side of walking track. Has the inscription AS 1 TBS along onc side of the 
chair and 1943 LMS on the other. 

Feature Number 
IWT014/006 

NGR 
SN 95318 07575 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Site Status 
None 

Twentieth century wooden sleepers used as gate posts, other sleepers strewn la the side of the tTack. 

Feature Number 
IWT0141007 

NGR 
SN 9526 0781 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's H.ailroad Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Stone rcvetted culvert, arched and circular in shape 

Feature Number 
IWTOl41008 

NGR 
SN 9526 0781 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Series of exposed wooden sleepers on track above culvert with metal spikes in situ, 55cm apart and 27cm wide. Wear from 
chairs 40x22 cm, spikes are 28cm apart 

Feature Number 
IWTOl4/009 

NGR 
SN 9521 0792 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Part of stone block with chair wear marks and drilled hole. Possibly in situ? Approx 16 x 32cm 

279 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Feature Number 
IWTOl4/010 

NGR 
SN 9520 0798 

Summary 
Part of stone block not in situ with spike hole 

Feature Number 
IWTOl4/011 

NGR 
SN 941 10907 

Summary 
Length of iron rail 

Feature Number 
IWTOl4/012 

NGRl 
SN 9406 0916 

Summary 

NGR2 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroctd Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Iron Rail 

Name 

Type 
Railway rail 

Mr Glover's Railroad Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Spur joining main route opposite quarry, possibly modern tTack, lies within private land 

Feature Number 
IWTOl41013 

NGR 
SN 9398 0913 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleepers 

Site Statlls 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Approx 6 exposed wooden sleepers in situ neax junction of possible minor spur from main tramroad not 1 sI Ed OS 

Feature Number 
rWTOl4/014 

NGR 
SN 9415109020 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Spur off main track possihly identified on 1st Ed OS at SN 94151 09020 

Feature Number 
rWTOl4/015 

NGR 
SN 9392 0922 

Summary 

Name 
Quarry bay adjacent to Mr Glover's Railroad 

Type 
Tipping bay 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Possible tipping bay, rectangular level platform on stone revetment approx. 9x20m. Slopes uphill away from track, lots of 
stone rubble dumped around it. 
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Feature Number 
IWTOI 4101 6 

NGR 
SN 9391 0924 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Plate 

Type 
Tramroad plate 

Partly exposed metal plate with lozenge shaped hole 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Feature Number 
IWTOl4/017 QualT)' Features adjacent to Mr Glover's Railroad 

NGR 
SN 9389 0925 

Summary 

Type 
Wheel 

Site Status 
None 

Area downslopc east of main track revetment IWTO 14/0 18, contains 19th century wheel and various other features that need 
surveying. Wheel is of cross spoked design with diameter of 149cm(58 , 12in) and inscription S976 R White and Sons 
Whidnes Lancs. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl4/018 

NGR 
SN 9389 0925 

Summary 
Stone revetment approx 1.65m high 

Feature Number 
rwTOl4/019 

NGR 
SN 9389 0923 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Revetment 

Name 

Type 
Revetment 

Incline on Mr GlovLT's Railroad 

Type 
Tramroad incline 

Site Status 
None 

Sitc Status 
None 

Rcvetted incline of random stone blocks identifiable on 1st Ed OS, O.9Sm high, approx 2m wide with metal spike in situ. 

Feature Number 
IWTO I 4/020 

NGR 
SN 9389 0923 

Summary 

Name 
Structure adjacent to Mr Glover's Railroad 

Type 
Structure 

Rectangular structure possible quarry hut to Southwest of IWTO 14/0 19 

Feature Number 
IWTOl4/021 

NGR 
SN 9391 0921 

Summary 
Rectangular platform and discarded rail 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Platform 

Namc 

Type 
Structure 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Feature Number 
TWTO I 4aJOO I Mr Glover's Railroad Bryngwyn Extension Stone Block 

NGR Type 
SN 97100458 Stone block 

Summary 
Stone block with single drilled hole and slight wear mark. Not in situ. 
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Feature Number 
I WTO 14a/002 

NGR 
SN 9720 0453 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Bryngwyn Extension Tramroad Fomlation 

Type 
Slag 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Large block of glass slag exposed [Tom erosion of grassed embankment IWTOI4a(i), approx dimensions O.75m x DAm 

Feature Number 
IWT015/001 

NGR 
SO 0721 0998 

Summal'Y 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Line 1 Revetment 

Type 
Revetment 

Site Status 
None 

Stoned revctment and 3 stone blocks. Revetment 2 courses approx a.Srn high. Track bed built up quite high on 
revelment, width of track at th is point approx 2.Sm. 

Feature Number 
IWT015/002 

NGR 
SO 0696 1008 

Summary 

Name 
Junction of lines 1 and 2 Twynau Gwynion Tramroad 

Type 
Tramroad Junction 

Site Status 
None 

Junction of lines I and 2, Line 2 not as clearly visible as tine I. Located just past quarry 20G noted by John Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
JWT015/003 

NGR 
SO 0693 l Oll 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Partly exposed stone blocks in sifU, 1 drilled hole at Southeast end of passing loop Northwest of IWTO 15/002. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl51004 

NGR 
SO 0682 1025 - SO 0693 1011 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 Passing Loop 

Type 
Passing Loop 

Site Status 
None 

Passing loop identified near quarry 21 G by John Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
IWT01 5/005 

NGR 
SO 07536 09771 

Summary 

Na me 
Junction of lines I and 2 Twynau Gwynion Tramroad 

Type 
TramroaJ junction 

Site Status 
None 

Junction of lines 1 and 2 Southeast ofNant Tor·gwyn. Line 1 fragmentary to SE of this point as lost to bog encroachment. 

Feature Number 
IWT015/006 

NGR 
SO 07516 09787 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 Bridge Abutments 

Type 
Bridge Abutment 

Site Status 
None 

Bridge abutments either side of stream (Nant Morlais) grassed over, no remains of bridge visible. Seclion of tram road llSed 
by li nes 1 and 2. 
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Feature Number 
IWTOISlO07 

NGR 
SO 0751 0982 

Summary 
Junction of passing loop/siding from line 1/2. 

Feature Num ber 
IWTOl51008 

NGR 
SO 0751 0984 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 Passing Loop 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Quarries adjacent to Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 

Type 
Quarry 

Site Status 
None 

3 quarry scoops to east of line 112 near junction TWTO 15/007. Probable construction quarries for abutments JWT015/006. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl51009 

NGR 
SO 0749 0983 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 Revelment 

Type 
Revetment 

Sit.e Status 
None 

Exposed stone revetment, roughly squared off blocks and boulders. 2-3 courses high approx O.75m high and Srn in length. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl5/010 

NGR 
SO 0748 0990 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line I Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Site Status 
None 

Later lramroad spur running above quarry, junction with lines I and 2. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl5/01 I 

NGR 
SO 07432 09974 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 Tramroad Fonnation 

Type 
Tramway 

Site Status 
None 

Just South of this point the tram road (Twynau Gwynion lines 1 and 2) have been damaged by expansion of the quarry. From 
this point the fonnation is still visible as a low bank. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl5/012 

NGR 
SO 0743 0998 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 Bridge Abutments 

Type 
Bridge abutment 

Site Status 
None 

Bridge abutments either side oflcat near to quanies noted by John Van Laun as 45G. No remains of the bridge are visible. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl51013 

NGR 
SO 07100998 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line I Revetment 

Type 
Revelment 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed revetment 3-4 courses high of random stone rubble. Over 30m long and O.75m high near junction of lines I and 
2. Good fonnation definition . 
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Name Feature Number 
IWTOl5a/001 Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 2 Revelment 

NGR 
SO 0725 1000 

Summary 

Type 
Revctment 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed stone revetment and good surviving track fonnatioll. Raised embankment approx. 1 m wide. Track 3m wide in 
total. 

Feature Number 
IWT015a!002 

NGR 
SO 0707 1001 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 2 Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Eastemjunction oflioe 2 with quarry identified by john Van Laun as 20G. 

Feature Number 
IWT015a!003 

NGR 
SO 0700 1004 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 2 Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Western junction of line 2 with quarry identified by john Van Laun as 20G. Tramroacl survives as grassed over rai sed bank 
with some stone blocks on surface. 

Feature Number 
IWT015a!004 

NGR 
SO 07536 09771 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 2 Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Junction of lines 1 and 2 SE of Nant Tor-gwyn. Line 2 in good condition contouring hill side. 

Feature Number 
IWT015a!005 

NGR 
SO 08668 09293 

Summnry 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 2 Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Junction of tram road above It..')Json's Pond, identified as P2a by John Van Laull. 

Name 

Site Status 
Nonc 

Site Status 
None 

Fcature Numbcr 
IWTOI5a!006 Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 2 Embankment 

NGR 
SO 0854709308 

Summary 
Linear stone bank near bould(.>f strewn stream. 

feature Number 
IWT015a!007 

NGR 
SO 083 I 6 09495 

Summary 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Name 
Twynilu Gwynion Tramroad Line 2 Plate 

Type 
Tramroad plate 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

2 broken sections of dual-purpose vandykcd plate, not in situ. Approx dimension O.3m x 0.1 m x 0.08m S(.'C Fig 125 by 
John Van Laun. 
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Feature Number 
IWTO I 5a/008 

NGR 
SO 08 I 36 09495 

Summary 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
Tv..rynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 2 Tramroad Fomwtion 

Type 
Revetment 

Site Status 
None 

Raised track bed emerging from reeds, roughly ballasted, scarps around slope to quarry. 1 m wide <lcross the top. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl5b/001 

NGR 
S00641910369 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 3 Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Junction oflinc 3 with Rhymncy Limestone Railway, line 3 continues North to quarries. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl5b/002 

NGR 
SO 0720 0985 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 3 Junction 

Type 
Tramway 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Point where line 3 was built over by line 4 and then subsequently the Rhymney Limestone Railway. 

Feature Number 
IWTO I 5b/003 

NGR 
SO 0728 0985 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 3 Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad Cutting 

Site Status 
Nonc 

Deep cutting for tramroad, possibly originally for line 3 but may have bc'Cn widcned for Rhymney Limestone Railway. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl5clO01 

NGR 
SO 0677 1015 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line4 Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Site Status 
None 

Cutting for line 4 leading into quarries, identified as R4c by John Van Laun. Approx 2m wide and average 2m high. NGR 
is for midpoint of cutting. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl5e/002 

NGR 
SO 06691018 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 4 Jun ction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Ju nction of line 4 with a number of quarries illustraled in Map R by John Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
IWTO I 5clO03 

NGR 
SO 0687 0998 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 4 Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Junction with RlIymney Limestone Railway. Sleeper impression are visible along the section identified as R4b by John 
Van Laun. Part of the Rhymney Limestone Railway was built along part of the route of line 4. 
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Feature Number 
IWTOl6/001 

NGR 
SO 0731 0983 

Name 
Rhymncy Limestone Railway Junction 

Type 
Tram road junction 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Staith oftramroad branch leading to quarries identified as lOG and 66G on Map Q by John Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl6/002 

NGR 
SO 06601020 

Summal"Y 

Name 
Rhymncy Limestone Railway Revctmcnt 

Type 
Revetment 

Exposed dry stone revctting approx. 5 courses high. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl6/003 

NGR 
SO 06501026 

Summary 
2 partly exposed wooden sleepers 

Feature Number 
IWTOl6/004 

NGR 
SO 06795 10041 - SO 06833 10019 

Summary 

Name 
Rhymncy Limestone Railway Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Name 
Rhymney Limestone Railway Revetment 

Type 
Revetment 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed dry stone revetment in good condition approx 5 courses high of random blocks. From about the same location 
the track is wider and has been built Llp to foml modem track. 

Feature Number 
IWTOl6/005 

NGR 
SO 0687 0998 

Summary 

Namc 
Rhymnc,)' Limestone Railway Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Sitc Status 
None 

Junction of Twynau Gwynion line 4 identified as R4b by John Van Laun. Part of the Rhymney Lime..<;tone Railway was 
built along part of the route of line 4. 

Feature Number 
IWTO 1 6/006 

NGR 
SO 0728 0985 

Summary 

Name 
Rhymney Lime.stone Railway Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad Cutting 

Site Status 
None 

Deep cutting for tramroad, possibly originally for line 3 but may have been widen for Rhymncy Limestone Railway. 
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Feature Number 
IWTO l9aJOOI 

NGR 
SO 1447309781 

Summary 

Name 
Ebbw Vale Private Line Add ition Tunnel 

Type 
Tramway Tunnel 

Site Status 
None 

Tramway tunnel beneath Beaufort Road. Roughl y coursed, arched stone runnel now blocked up and only partly exposed 
above modem gro und level. Stone wall survives to East side and filled in cutting to North and South . Raised parapet for the 

road, approx 1.1 m high. 

Feature Number 
1 WT023 aJOO 1 

NGR 
SN 85881 10918 

Summary 

Name 
Banwcn Coclbrcn Junction Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Exposed stone block with groove mark for rail and wear marks. 

Feature Number 
IWT023aJ002 

NGR 
SN 85576 11138 

Summary 

Nam e 
Banwcn Coclbrcn Junction Rcvetment 

Type 
Revetment 

Exposed stone revelmen t to Northeast s ide of track. 
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Appendix III 

Reference Number 
01039.2m 

NGR 
SN96080540 

Summary 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
MANCHESTER PLACE TRAMWA Y 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

FORMER 848C: Tramway junction, between Glynncath, Aberdare and Pendcryn 

Reference Number 
0l084m 

NGR 
SN990 I 0435 

Summary 

Name 
GELL1ISAF TRAMROAD BRIDGE (ABERNANT TRAM ROAD) 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Site Status 
SAM;LBlI 

A stone bridge built 1803-5, to carry the I-lirwaun to Abemant Ironwork's tramfoad across to A fon Cynon. 

Reference Number 
01093.0m 

NGR 
SN95750565 

Summary 

Name , 
HIRWAUN CAUSEWAY, I' ENDERYN RAILWAY, ABERDARE CANAL 

Type 
TRAMWAY TRANSPORT SITE 

Site Status 
None 

Tramway causeway. An early Cl 9th stone-built viaduct carried a single-track tramway across the Afon eynon. It remains 
virtually intact, and in use as a footpath. 

Reference Number 
Ol096m 

NGR 
SN997 10362 

Summary 

Name 
IRON TRAMBRIDGE, ROBERTSTOWN 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Site Status 
SAM 

A cast iron tramroad bridge dated 1811, probably the oldest of its type in the world. It carried the L1wydcoed tramway across 
the Afon Cynon. 

Reference Number 
02725m 

NGR 
S00746309789 

Summary 

Name 
TWYNAU GWYNIONTRAMWA Y BRIDGE, MERTHYR TYDFIL 

Type 
TRAMWA Y BRIDGE 

Site Status 
None 

Tramway bridge 18ft in length, which was design lO can)' the Twynau GwynionTramfoad over the Morlais brook at Blaen 
Morlais, which was later used to the same effect by the Rhymncy Mineral (Limestone) Railway. 

Reference Number 
03043 .0m 

NGR 
S009050835 

Summary 

Name 
NL137 RHYMNEY LIMESTONE RAILWAY 

Type 
Mineral railway 

Site Status 
None 

GGAT Assessment Nant L1esg Opencast A376 Rhymney Limestone Railway between Dowlais and the Rhymney (Bute) 
Ironworks, where it supplied the furnaces, named on 1 5t Edition (1875) OS map, disused on 3rd Edition (1919) OS map. 
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Reference Number 
03173.0m 

NGR 
S004730892 

Summary 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
200 CASTLE MORLA1S QUARRIES TRAM ROAD 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

The course of thc tramroad, which was built in 1803 crosses the A465 at this point. It brought hme and limestone from Castle 
Morlais quarries down to the Dowlais Ironworks. The line was constructed of a plateway with mixed 2ft. 9in. and 4ft. 2in. 
gauge. 

Reference Number 
03200g 

NGR 
S0229133 

Summary 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOWN 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Site Status 
None 

No further infonmltion available. 

Reference Number 
03202g 

NGR 
S0218121 

Summary 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOWN 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Sitc Status 
None 

Tramway bridge carrying the Bailey's Tramroad crossing a precipitous stream abovc Clydach. (Probably built around 1822.) 

Referencc Number 
03204g 

NGR 
S022871327 

Summary 

Name 
SMART'S BRIDGE 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Sitc Status 
None 

This bridge inscribed with a date of 1824 is constructed of cast-iron members spanning the river Clydach. Either side of the 
bridge Rattenbury suggests there is evidence of a cobbled stone road which formed a branch to the ironworks. 

Reference Number 
03213g 

NGR 
S019581239 

Summary 

Name 
BAILEY'S TRAMROAD 

Type 
ll{AMWAY 

Sitc Status 
None 

FORMER 829: Dismantled tramroad serving th e Llangattwg Quarries and other industrial works in its vicinity. Is now shown 
on maps as a continuous pathway. 

Reference Number 
03219m 

NGR 
SN96170500 

Summary 

Name 
277 H1RWAUN COMMON RAILWAY (BRANCH LINE) 

Type 
RAILWAY 

Site Status 
None 

At the point where the Hirwaun Common Mineral Railway crosses the A465, a branch line diverges to the south and cUlTently 
survives as a footpath . This branch line is marked on the J 880 OS (but not on the tithe map). 
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Refereoee Number 
03225.0m 

NGR 
SN94080591 

Summary 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
259 BRANCH OF T HE HIR WAUN-ABERDARE TRAM ROAD 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

A branch of the Hirwaun-Aberdare Trarnroad exists to the west of Hirwaun and follows the present rou te of the Rhigos Road (A 
4059). Orient(:ltcd roughly east/west, the roure approaches Hirwaun from the south-west, and then heads north-cast through the 
town. 

Reference Number 
03230g 

NGR 
S021551265 

Summary 

Name 
LLANELLY INCLINE TRAMWAY 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

FORMER 830: Incline tramway serving Blackrock Lime Works at Darren Ddu, Brynmawr, possib ly surviving as a trackway. 

Name Reference Number 
04887m NANT MORLAIS TRAMWA Y BRIDGE ABUTMENT 

NGR 
500753909790 

Summary 

Type 
BRLDGE 

Site Status 
None 

Large earthen banks, which are triangular in section. on either bank oflhe Nant Morlais probably representing bridge abutments 
for an early tramway, probably the Twynau Gwynion Tramway of c. 1805. 

Reference Number 
04888m 

NGR 
S00753909690 

Summary 

Name 
MERTHYR COMMON TRAMWA Y 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Line of an earl y tramway running east - west across Mcrthyr Common paralleling the course of the later Rhymney Mineral 
(Limestone) Railway. 

Reference Number 
05222.0g 

NGR 
SO ll901364 

Summar,' 

Name 
TQ7 

Type 
RAILWAY 

The track serving the north parts of the quarry is POSl- J 901. 
No related structures or tracks survived. 

Reference Number 
05223.0g 

NGR 
S0120013 15 

Summary 

Name 
TQ8 

Type 
RAILWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

The main line running north from Pen-y-lan (a tramway in 1901 and a mineral railway on the recent OS map) has now been 
li fted, and is used as a roadway. 
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Reference Number 
05224.0g 

NGR 
SO l2001 340 

Summary 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
TQ9 

Type 
RAILWAY 

Site Status 
None 

This line is similar in layout to that shown in 1901 , al though all tracks have been lifted. 

Reference Numbe r 
052M.Og 

NGR 
SO l 36011 70 

Summary 

Name 
A 185 DESK·BASED ASSESSMENT L14 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

A I85 DESK·B ASED ASSESSMENT A465 ABERGAVENN Y TO HIRWAUN DUALLlNG. Trevil Tramroad, Beaufon I 
Trrumoad and Trcdegar. The next (WO lines are part of the Trevil Tramroad.. The first ran from the Trcvil Q.uarricc; (0 a 
j unction wit h Rassau Road at Trcvil Machine. It WilS j ust under 3miles in length, built by T Dad ford jnr and operated between 
1797and 1860. The line o f thi s track can be fo11owoo with in the development area Uwyn Helyg road. The second line ran from 
the quarry to Beaufon where it connected with tJ1 C Rassau Tramroad . 

Reference Number 
05269.0g 

NGR 
S020401 240 

Summary 

Name 
A 185 DESK· BA SED ASSESSMENT L7 

Type 
RAILWAY 

Site Status 
none 

A 185 DESK·BASED ASSESSMENT A465 ABERGAVENNY TO HrRWAUN DUA LLl NG Course of the Clydach Raitway. 
North of the London and North Western Railway at Brynmawr is the line of the Clydach Railroad built in 1794, that ran along 
the north side of the current Heads of the Valleys road(A465) between BrynmawT and Abergavenny. No remains exist in this 
area as the line has since been utilised as a road . 

Reference Number 
05269.2g 

NGR 
SO t27 t 1230 

Summary 

Name 
WA IO 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Wessex Assessment 1998 This site comprises a small group ofprecasl concrete railltmlllway slct.-pers (OS NGR SO 1271 1230: 
421 m OD), two di scarded to either side of the fomler track and a further two apparentl y laid cnd-on as kerbs on the northern 
side of the track. The sleepers were 2 III long, c. 0.3 m wide and c. 0.2 m high, and would probably h<l ve held a track whose 
rail s were c. III apart. It is anticipated that the haul route will impact on these remains, which arc considered to be the most 
recent. sleepers used fo r the tramway. 

Reference Number 
05269.3g 

NGR 
SOl295 123 t 

Summary 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOWN 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Wessex Assessment 1998 This site is a c. 150 III long fanner section of the tramway (OS NGR SO 1295 123 1: 419 m OD) that 
deviates to the north to fo llow a shallow cleft in the original hillside associated with a natural spring that now feed s into Shon­
Shcffrcy's Reservoir. The section of fanner route that passes over the spring was dry stone wall revelted , with a small square 
tunnel created to allow the spring to fl ow through (Plate 2 128). This fonner route was in use until after 1922, when the line was 
realigned and straightened to pass over a man-made embankment. It is anticipated that the haul route will follow the ex isting 
embankment, and therefore not impact on the fomlcr alignment at this point. 
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Reference Number 
05271.0g 

NGR 
S020501270 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
A 185 DESK·BASED ASSESSMENT L6 

T ype 
RAILWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
AIS5 DESK·BASED ASSESSMENT A465 ABERGAVENNY TO HIRWAVN DVALLlNG COll"e of the L1angatloek 10 

Brynmawr Tramway The course of <l tramway is also visible east of Btynmawr, and north of the Clydach Railway, but its route 
is now marked by a road. This is Bailey's Tramroad, constructed c.1830, and it ran between Llangattock and Brynmawr and 
later toNant-y-Glo. 

Reference Number 
05272g 

NGR 
S022001200 

Summary 

Name 
A I 85 DESK·BASED ASSESSMENT S8 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Site Status 
None 

A 185 DESK·BASED ASSESSMENT A465 ABERGA VENNY TO HIRWAUN DVALLlNG Devils Bridge. 

Reference Number 
05274.0g 

NGR 
S024201430 

Summary 

Name 
A 185 DESK·BASED ASSESSMENT L9 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

A 185 DESK·BASED ASSESSMENT A465 ABERGA VENNY TO HIRWAUN DVALLING L1ammarch TramroadfRailroad . 

Reference Number 
05290g 

NGR 
S026200340 

Summary 

Name 
AR5 TRAMROAD 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Tramroad ! 826, from thc British Ironworks to the Monmouthshire Railway (1854). lron was carried from the British via a 1.25 
mile tramroad running down the val1ey to join the main Pontypool-Blaenavon railway nc.1.r Abersychan Fann; much of its route 
is now represented by Union Street. This line closed down in 1860, and was superseded by a longer tramroad which left thc 
works near the Abersychan and Talywain station and ran downhill in a wide loop to cross Nant Ffrwdand continued north to 
make a north-facing junction with the Monmouthshire Canal Company's main line. This line can still be followed for most of 
it'> route as Manor Road and Victoria Road (Riden 1994,3 1). 

Reference Number 
05976.0g 

NGR 
S021531255 

Summary 

Name 
91 CLYDACH RAIL ROAD BETWEEN BLACKROCK& CHELTENHAM 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Built by the Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal Company after it was incorporated in 1793 the Clydach Rail Road ran from the 
collieries at Brynrnawr, at the head of the Clydach Gorge to the long established iron-forge at Glangrwyne. 

Reference Number 
05977.0g 

NGR 
S02 1951 274 

Summary 

Name 
78 CL YDACH RAIL ROAD, CHELTENHAM 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Built by the Brecknoek and Abergavenny Canal Company after it was incorporated in 1793 the Clydach Rail Road (sec 
also Site No.44) ran from the collieries at Brynmawr, at the head of the Clydach Gorge to the long established iron-forge at 
Glangrwyne. 

292 



r 

Reference Number 
05980.0g 

NGR 
SOl9451236 

Summary 

Southea~t Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
III LLANGATTOCK-BRYNMAWR TRAMROAD, BRYNMA WR 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

At the top of the Clydach gorge, adjacent to the Brynmawr roundabout, the A465 severs the line of the Llangattock tramroad at 
SO 1955 J 237. The tramroad was built in the early 1830's by .I. & C. Bailey to link their ironworks at Nantyglo and Beaufort. 

Reference Number 
05985.0g 

NGR 
S022891305 

Summary 

Name 
95 BRANCH OF LLAM-MARCH TRAMROAD, CL YDACH IRONWORKS 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

This line originated when the proprietors of the CJydach Ironworks requested that the B & A Canal Company buil.9 a trdmroad 
to transport raw materials from the collieries and ironstone mine..o;; on the hillsides south of the gorge to the Clydach Ironworks. 

Reference Number 
05995.0g 

NGR 
SOl2951111 

Summary 

Name 
146 TREFIL TRAM ROAD. NANT Y BWCH 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

The Trcfil tramroad, Tredcgar Branch was built to carry limestone from the extensive quarries at Trefil on the eastern bank of 
the Sirhowy River to a junction with the Rassau Road at Trefil Machine. It was approximately 4.2 km and built by T. Dadford 
Jnr. 

Reference Number 
OS998.0g 

NGR 
5014701155 

Summary 

Name 
138 RASSAU TRAM ROAD. NANT Y CROFT 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

A section of the Rassau Tramroad is located south of the settlement of Nan! y Croft and may link up with the Trefil Tramroad 
and Mineral Line. The Ordnance Survey suggests that the route is a dismantled railway. 

Reference Number 
06005.0g 

NGR 
S021851275 

Summary 

Name 
89 (. TRAMROAD DARREN DDU LIMESTONE QUARRY TO LIMEKILNS, BL 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Starts at the south-eastern cnd of the 81ackrock limekilns and runs due cast for e.320m up a sharp incline. This trarnroad would 
have supplied limestone t.o the kilns and is believed to have had a self-acting incline mechanism (Van Laun 1979). 

Reference Numbcr 
06006.0g 

NGR 
S021541262 

Summary 

Name 
89 (. TRAMROAD, DARREN DDU LIMESTONE QUARRY TO BLACKROCK 

Typc 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Two tramroads have been located running approximately northeast to southwest, between Blackrock limekilns and Darren Ddu 
quarries. 
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Reference Number 
06008.0g 

NGR 
SOI9231283 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
265 BRANCH OF DISGWYLFA TRAMROAD, CLYDACH DINGLE 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
To south of the 'squatter's settlement, and next to quarrying within Clydach Dinglc is a shallow incline which is a well 
persevered section of the Disgwylfa Tramroad. The area had a high concentration of quarrying (to the north) and coal extraction 

features. 

Reference Number 
06009.0g 

NGR 
SOl9491202 

Summal'Y 

Name 
264 WESTERN SECTION OF CL YDACH RA[LROAD 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

To the north of the A465, the tramway follows the northern banks of the Afon Clydach to the roundabout, cast of 
Brynmawr. The route su rvives a.s a footpath to the Brynmawr roundabout, before running parallel (south) to the Clydach 
Bridge. 

Rcfcl'encc Number 
06010.0g 

NGR 
S02043 I 233 

Summary 

Name 
263 SOUTHERN SECTION OF CLYDACH RAILROAD, PONT HARRI ISSAC 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

To the south of the A465 is a small section of the Clydach Tramroad, in existence by 1798, which rail south-east over the River 
Clydach (Ral.tenbury 19RO). The branch line to the collieries at Gel1i Felen left the main line at Pant Harri Issac. 

Reference Number 
OGOI3.0g 

NGR 
SOl9051215 

Summary 

Name 
122 BAILEY'S DARREN D1SGWYLFA TRAMROAD, CLYDACH D1NGLE 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Above the open-cast workings and terraces and within the 50m corridor is a section of the Bailey's Disgwylfa Tramroad 
preserved on the hillside above the A465. In use by 1818, it brought limestone from the quarries at Darren Disgwylfa. 

Refercnce Number 
06048 .0g 

NGR 
S020081218 

Summary 

Name 
113 BRANCH LINE OF THE CLYDACH RAlL ROAD & COLLIERY LEVEL 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Masonry revetments & 2 coal ad its (E and W) survive in face of cliff abovt: coal measures covered by stone arch of apparent 
railway date (1862). Workings served by early branch line tramroad related to Clydach Railway. 

Refercnee Number 
06774g 

NGR 
SOl1991289 

Summal'Y 

Name 
SlTE NAME NOT KNOWN 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Tramroad from Trefi l Quany to LNWR Merthyr, Tredegar and Abergavcnny Branch. Route now fossilised by Trefil Road 
and L1wyn Helyg. 
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Reference Number 
06841g 

NGR 
SO l 6110995 

Summary 
Tramway, leading out of area. 

Reference Number 
06842g 

NGR 
SO l6180995 

Summary 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOWN 

T)'pe 
TRAMWAY 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOWN 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Tramway, splits from BG476 at heads north our of survey area. 

Reference Number 
07226g 

NGR 
S02787204482 

Summary 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOWN 

Type 
TRACKWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Trackway, presumably in use as a tramway for horse drawn vehicles in 19thC. Meets course of FE road, S through Lasgam 
Woods. 

Reference Number 
On02g 

NGR 
S022931 333 

Summary 

Name 
97 PA NT-GLA S BRIDGE, CLYDACH 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Site Status 
None 

A sandstone masonry bridge of roughly L:ourscd stone with a double row of voussoirs over a low flat arch. The bridge was 
widened at some stage for addi tional tram road traffic. 

Namc Reference Number 
276001 CLYDACH RAILROAD SECTION NEA R BRYNMA WR 

NGR 
S0202122 

Summal'y 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

No further information available. 

Reference Numbcl" 
276002 

NGR 
S0200121 

Summary 

Name 
CL YDACH COAL LEVEL 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

No further infomlalion available. 

Name 

Site Status 
SAM 

Site Status 
SAM 

Reference Number 
307962 CLYDACH RAIL ROAD BRIDGE; HAFOD ARCH 

NGR 
S02022 I 226 

Summary 

Type 
BRIDGE 

No further infomlation available. 
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Reference Number 
308649 

NGR 
SOl6041153 

Summary 

Name 
RASSA RAILROAD BRIDGE. BEAUFORT 

Type 
BRfDGE 

No furth er informat ion aV<lilable. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Reference Numher 
308651 CLYDACH RA ILROAD BRIDGE, MAESGWARTHA, CLYDACH 

NGR Type 
S02303 1378 TRAMWAY BRIDGE 

SummaQ' 
No further information available. 

Name 

Site Statns 
None 

Reference Number 
308651 CLYDACH RAILROAD BRIDGE, MAESGWARTHA, CLYDACH 

NGR Type 
S023031378 TRAMWA Y BRIDGE 

Summary 
No further information available. 

Reference Number 
309824 

NGR 
S005950965 

Summary 

Name 
BRECON MOU NTAIN RAILWAY 

Type 
RAILWAY 

No further information availablc. 

Reference Number 
34374/34645 

NGR 
S024181437 

Summary 

Name 
MACH INE HOUSE WEIGH HOUSE SITE 

Type 
WEIGH HO USE 

No further information available. 

Reference Number 
34631 

NGR 
S02255 1269 

Summary 

Name 
CLYDACH TRAM ROAD INCLINE 

Type 
INCUNED PLA NE 

No furthcr information available. 

Name 

Site Status 
LB 11 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Reference Number 
34633 SMARTS BRIDGE; CLYDACH IRONWORKS TRAMROAD BR IDGE. CLYDACH 

NGR 
S022871327 

Summary 

Type 
BRIDGE 

No further infonnation available. 
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Reference Number 
34637 

NGR 
S022521266 

Summary 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
LLAN-MARCH TRAM ROAD CULVERT, GLAN-SYCHNANT, CLYDACH 

Type 
CULVERT 

Site Status 
None 

No further information available. 

Reference Number 
34809 

NGR 
SN98320474 

Summary 

Name 
GAML YN COLLJE\! Y TRAMROAD 

Type 
BRIDGE 

No further infonnation available. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Reference Number 
348 15 HIRWA UN-ABERNANT TRAMROAD BRIDGE 

NGR 
SN990 10435 

Summary 

Type 
BRIDGE 

No further infonllation available. 

Name 

Site Status 
SAM 

Referencc Numbel· 
34820 LLWYDCOED TRAM ROAD: AFON CYNON IRON BRIDGE, ABERDARE 

NGR 
SN99710362 

Summary 

Type 
BRIDGE 

No further infonnation availablc. 

Name 

Site Status 
LB2;SAM 

Reference Number 
34847/3 4640 HIRWA UN IRONWORKS: TRAMROAD CAUSEWA Y 

NGR Tl'pe 
SN95850573 EARLY RAILWAY 

Summary 
No further infonnation available. 

Name 

Site Status 
SAM 

Reference Number 
34884 TRAMWA Y BUlLD1NG+COUNCIL STORE 

NGR 
S000030300 

Summary 

Type 
BUILDING 

No further infonllat ion available. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Reference Number 
43067 CL YDACH IRONWORKS SERVICE BDGE 

NGR 
S0226 128 

Summ:try 

Type 
BRIDGE 

No further infonnation available. 
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Reference Number 
54303 

NGR 
5016681159 

Summary 

Name 
BEAUFORT TRAM ROAD, BEAUFORT 

Type 
RAfLWAY 

No further infonnation avai lable. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Reference Number 
54602 EBBW VALE IRONWORKS TRAMWAY: CAUSEWAY, EBBW VALE 

NGR Type 
5016930989 RAILWA Y EMBANKMENT 

Summary 
No further information available. 

Reference Number Name 
85654/85638/85653/85626 DOWLAIS IRON CO RLY. 

NGR 
5007360787 

Summary 

Type 
RAILWAY 

No further information available. 

Reference Number 
88073/34649 

NGR 
SN9414090 1 

Summary 

Name 
PENDERYN TRAMROAD 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

No further infonnation available. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Reference Number 
91443 HIRWAUN TRAMROAD CROSS ING, ABERDARE 

NGR 
SOOl340243 

Summary 

Type 
RAILWAY 

No further information available. 
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Appendix IV 

Type of network and features 
Transport Name Date Type Stone Blocks Sleepers Chairs/Sills Type of Rail/Plate Length Gauge 
Network of 
ID raiUplate 

c. 1830 Railway Yes No Chairs secured with Wrought- iron fish- c.13 ft 3ft 8in 
Abersychan pins belly rail 6in? 

IWTOOI Limestone 
Railway 

1840 Rai lway Yes No Chair with keys T-ra ils unknown 3ft 8in 

[wT002 Llarn-march 1795 Railroad Yes unknown unknown Bar rail 4ft 3ft 8in 
Railroad 

c. 1811 Tramroad Unknown Unknown Outram type plate 2ft 8in 4ft 4in 

[WT003 Llam-march Yes (uncertain 
Combined edge and Tramorad 

By Tramroad 
phase) 

Unknown Unknown plate rait and some unknown 4ft 5112in 
1863 parts standard gauge 
c.1 794 Railroad Yes with iron Iron of Homfray Cast - iron sills at rail Cast-iron bar ra ils with 4ft 3ft 8in 

sleepers style across blocks/ centre wooden plugs 
Wooden sleepers 

IWT004 Clydach used in parts 
Railroad 

1837 Ra ilroad Stone blocks No Unknown Prob cast-iron bar rails 4ft 3ft 8in 
used throuohout with wooden plugs 

c. 1830 Tramroadl Yes No Sills Plates ? same as 3ft4in 

Bailey' s 
Railway? BBCos? 

[wT005 Llangattock 
Tramroad 

By Railway Chairs with iron key Wrought-iron plate unknown 3ft 4in yes no 
1834? 

Disgwylfa c. 181 8 Tramroad yes no sills I Early Bailey pattern 4ft 2ft 9in 
[wT006 Hogged plates, ribbed 

underside 
- ------- .. _- ---
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1796 Railroad Yes No Unknown Cast-iron bar rails 4ft 3ft 8in 

By Railroad Yes No Chairs and sills Some replacement Unknown 3ft8in 
1847 with wrought-iron rails 

(probably T-rails) 

IWT007 Trevil 
Railroad 1874 Railroad Unknown Unknown Chairs Some replacement Unknown 3ft 9in? 

with double-headed 
rails 

19 19 Railway No Wooden Chairs with wooden Unknown Standard 
keys Bullhead, flat gague 4ft 

bottomed and bridge 81 /2 in 
rails 

IWT008 Rassau 1796 Railroad yes no unknown Cast-iron bar rails 4ft 3ft 8in 
Railroad 

lWT009 Hall ' s Trevil 1815 Tramroad yes Iron sleepers? Sills Outram type plates 4ft 3ft 4in I 

Rhynmey c. 1806 Trarnroad yes unknown sills Dovetai led plates 4ft 6in 2ft 91 /2in 
IWTOIO Tramroad 

Branch 
c. 1825 Tramroad Unknown Plates Unknown 4ft 2in 

IWTOII Morlais East Yes (uncertain \Voodcn (uncertain 
18305 Railway phase) phase) Chair Wrought-iron edge unknown Stndard 

rails gauge 4ft 
8 1/2in 

c. 1800 Tramroad Yes Iron Non-dovetailed sills Ourtram style plates 3ft 2ft 4in 

? Tramroad Yes Wooden Non-dovetailed sills Unknown unknown unknown 

IWTOl2 Morlais West 
c. 1830 Tramroad no wooden Chairs Outram style plates 4ft/3ft 4ft 2in 

• 
c.1 870 Tramroad unknown wooden Chairs Miscel laneous types unknown 4ft 6in 

including bullhead 
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rails laid sideways to 
accommodate plateway 
wheels 

c. 1802 Tramroad Yes unknown Outrarn type plates 3ft 4ft 2in 

rWTOl 3 Tappendens ' \Vooden (uncertain 
Tramroad 1840s Trarnroad yes phase) Dumb-bell chai rs, Wrought-i ron plates, unknown 4ft 4in 

later years later years 
miscellaneous types misce llaneous types 

c. 1786 Railroad no wooden No Wooden rails Unknown unknown 

1794 Railroad Yes at rail ends Wooden for mid Unknown Cast- iron rails Unknown 3ft 2in 
ra il 

Mr Glover's By Railroad Yes Unknown Unknown Outram type plates 3ft 4ft 2in 
IWTOl4 1808 

Railroad 

1840s Railroad yes unknown Dumb-bell chairs Wrought-iron plates unknown 4ft 4in 

1904 Railway no wooden chairs unknown unknown Standard 
gauge 4ft 
8112in 

c.17905 Trarnroad Unknown Wooden Non-dovetailed sills? Coned plates derived 3ft 6in 2ft 6in 
from CUlT type 

lWTOl5 Twynau 1807- Tramroad Unknown unknown Dovetailed si lls Vandyked plate Unknown 2ft 9112 
Gwynion 18\37 amo ngst others In 

mi scellaneous types 

1825 Tramroad yes Unknown sills Outram type plates 3ft 7in- 2ft 6in 
3ftllin 

Rhymney 
c. 1848 Trarnroad Unknown Unknown sills , plates Unknown 2ft 9l12in 

IWTOl6 Limestone 
? 

Rai lway 
1852 Rail way Yes for support Wooden chairs Wrought-iron plates Unknown Unknown 
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between 
sleepers 

1860s Railway unknown Wooden Chairs Flat bottomed rails Unknown Standard 
gauge 4ft 
8 1/2iD 

1870s railway no wooden chairs Double-head rails unknown Standard 
gauge 4ft 
SI /2in 

IWTOl7 Blyn Oer 1815 Tramroad yes Iron dovetailed Dovetailed sills Outram style plates 3 ft II in 3ft 4in 
Tramroad 

c.1804 Tramroad Yes Unknown Horned s ills Plates 4ft 6in 2ft 91/2in 

post - Tramroad Unknown Unknown Dovetailed chairs L-section wrought-iron unknown 2ft 9112in 

Tredegar 
1852 with plates 

IWTOl8 locomotives 
Tramroad 

1877 Tramroad unknown Wooden chairs Wrought-iron plates unknown 2ft 9in 
with with ribbed underbelly 
locomotives and keys with wrought 

iron ti es 
1813 Tramroad Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown unknown 

IWTOl9 Ebbw Vale 
Private Line 

1907 Railway 

IWT020 Bute 1825 Tramroad Yes no sills plates 4ft 2ft 9112in 
Tramroad 

1796 Railroad Yes Unknown Unknown Cast-iron bar rails 4ft 3ft Sin 

IWT021 Beaufort 
Railroad 

c. 1805 Railroad yes unknown unknown plates unknown unknown 
Protheroe's c. 1817 Trarnroad unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown 

IWT022 Tramroad and 
Vena lit I 

Banwen 1840s Tramroad yes Iron tie bars on Cast-iron chairs Wrought- iron edge 14ft - 2 ft3in ? 
lWT023 Tramroad or Railroad wooden sleepers rai Is, various types 16ft see page 

(Banwen ? including flat bottomed 157 
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Ironworks 
Railway) 

lWT024 Ystalyfera c. 1841 Tramroad yes Unknown unknown Cast-ilron plates unknown 2ft 3in 
Tramroad prob 
Nant-y-glo - c. 1833 Tramroad yes unknown Sills plates unknown 3ft 4in? 

IWT025 Beaufort 
Tramroad , . -
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